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PROCEEDINGS
OF TIE

Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorahle

Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons

OF NEBRASKA
AT THE

Seventy=Ninth Annual Communication

Ield in Omaha, June 9th and 10th, 1936

FIRST DAY-——MORNING SESSION
Tuesday, June 9, 1936.

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Ionorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska, met in
Annual Communication in the Masonie Temple, Omaha, at 9:30
o’clock A. M., on Tuesday, June 9, 1936, A.".L.".5936.

There were present the following:

GRAND OFFICERS

M.".W. . William C. Ramsey, 268............... Grand Master
R.".W.".Chancellor A. Phillips, 150............ Deputy Grand Master
R.".W.". William A. Robertson, 6............... Grand Senior Warden
R.".W.".Walter R. Raecke, 36...........c.... Grand Junior Warden
MW SRR S m 1 S G e Grand Secretary
V.".W.".George Allen Beecher, 268............. Grand Chaplain

W. .Charles Durden, 3........c0c0cuuunn, Grand Orator

\Wo olbimae Wk, SERRSE, @60 k000000000 000000.a8 Grand Custodian

W.'.William J. Breckenridge, 317.......... Grand Marshal

W aldimmdl dJ dbEE,; s 6600 00,00 0600600 6600000 Grand Senior Deacon

W.".Edward F. Carter, 201................ Grand Junior Deacon

W.".Stanley P. Bostwiek, 3............. as Grand Tyler

Preceding the formal opening of the Grand Lodge, Brother
Arthur N. Howe, 290, entertained the representatives and
visitors from the various Lodges with a piano recital.

Promptly at 9:30, a Lodge of Master Masons was opened
in due form by R.".W. .Chancellor A. Phillips, Deputy Grand
Master, the Invocation being given by V. .W. .George Allen
Beecher, Grand Chaplain,
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INVOCATION.

Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, the giver of all good things and
graces, Thou hast promised that where two or three are gathered to-
gether in Thy name, Thou wilt be in the midst of them and bless them.
In Thy name we assemble, most humbly beseeching Thee to bless us in
all our undertakings, that we may know and serve Thee aright, and that
all our actions may tend to Thy glory and to our advancement of knowl-
edge and virtue. And, we beseech Thee, Oh Lord God, to bless our present
assembly and to illuminate our minds, that we may walk in the light of
Thy countenance, and when the times of our probationary states are
over, be admitted into the Temple not made with hands, eternal in the
Heavens. Amen,

Most Worshipful William C. Ramsey, Grand Master, was
then introduced, given the Grand Homnors, and escorted to his
station in the Grand East,

The Grand Master direeted the Grand Secretary to call
the roll of Chartered Lodges. There being a constitutional
number of Lodges represented, the Grand Master declared the
Seventy-Ninth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge,
A.F.".& A.".M.".of Nebraska, opened in ample form, directing
the Grand Marshal to make due proclamation thereof.

RECEPTION OF PAST GRAND MASTERS

W. .Earl J. Lee, 15, Grand Senior Deacon, then introduced
the following Past Grand Masters, according to their seniority :

18kzraryy 381, WAEM ccotboo000000000000900506000090 (30th)..1895
TEEVRRY A\ (ONEHEY 5606005000600006005005060060 0000 (45th)..1910
A JE 1 7o B, KO (AN 65 516° B 0 ol 0 00 0. 06 00 080 6B 0.0 8o (47th)..1912
SNl IS AELS 60 6 086000 960 0060066 666 50,0 660600 (51st)..1916
eeleEie by NMEHPE oo000006000800000600a0006a0000 (52nd)..1917
JarEpin 188, IHEGEmET 0606000 00000000060686000 0000 (55th)..1920
ILERTES 18, SN 50666 6000650600060h00050600000a000 (56th)..1921
Charles A. Chappell .......cviiiieiiiniencnnnns (58th)..1923
IRobert RSN ICKE U ot S Sihet 1), FER Ry LN (59th)..1924
Jalnm Wil boc00000006000008000606660600060a000 (60th)..1925
IR 180 \Weeelenndl - 550050060 000000a000000000000 (63rd)..1928
1l (B, THFOEH 6600060060060 ab 6a0000G600060000 0600 (64th)..1929
ORI s TGHER 50000000004 06060640006000000060 (65th)..1930
JE 155 TR 6 46 6 00060 0 0608660 080006000 060,000 (66th)..1931
LAl VG, IR 6 6 660 006060069600 00500000050000 (69th)..1934

7ol 18 JONIERD 6 60100 000 0000006686 4000 6o 06,0000 06 (70th)..1935
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M. . W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master:

WELCOME TO PAST GRAND MASTERS
M. .W. .Brethren:

It is an honor, and my privilege, as your Grand Master, to be per-
mitted to extend to you a sincere welcome to this 79th Annual Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska. A formal
welcome seems unnecessary, because you know that you are always wel-
come here and all of you, excepting one, have been welcomed before at
past Annual Communications of this Grand Lodge.

I am sure that the Masons in this Grand Jurisdiction appreciate the
interest, the time, and the thought, which you have given, and the per-
sonal sacrifices which you have made, in your devotion to the tenets and
welfare of our fraternity.

As members of the Committee on Jurisprudence, you have been the
bulwark of our law. Your labors while you were Grand Masters, and
your labors since, as Past Grand Masters, have been our ingpiration; you
have been the beacon lights on the highway of Freemasonry for all of us.

We regret exceedingly that M.".W.".Brother Wemple, on aceount
of his age and the condition of his health, and M.".W.".Brother Epperson,
on account of a session of court, which he was obliged to attend, are un-
able to attend this Annual Communication, but 18 of the 20 living Past
Grand Masters is a fine representation, and furnishes unmistakable proof
of the attachment which Freemasonry has for you, who have so freely
given of your time and talents to help us realize those high ideals upon
which Masonry was founded, and upon which it has grown and will
continue to exist forever.

You have served this Grand Lodge through sunshine and through
storm. It has been your unselfish interest and your kindly guiding in-
fluence, which has enabled Freemasonry to progress in Nebraska. You
honor us by your presence, and we are glad to be permitted to honor you
today. You really need no welcome, but I want you to know that all of
the brethren here assembled are glad that you can participate again in
our labors, as we know it will be for the best interests of the Fraternity.
We are happy to be able to give you this recognition and thus do you
just and deserving honor for your distinguished service in the years
which have passed. We welcome you sincerely.

M.".W..James R. Cain, Past Grand Master, gave the

RESPONSE
In the enforced absence of the Distinguished Brother whose pleasur-
able task this would have been, had he been permitted to be present in
person, in behalf of my associates among the Past Grand Masters per-
mitted to be present at this Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge,
I desire to thank you most sincerely for your gracious, cordial, and fra-
ternal welcome. You have splendidly indicated the zeal and the loyalty
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of these Past Grand Masters for this great Institution that we love
80 well,

We have attested that in the years that are past and gone by giving
to it the very best that we had of our time and talents and such ability
as we individually possessed. We continue in our loyalty and our zeal,
because we are very strongly of the opinion that this great Institution of
ours that has come down through the ages pure and unsullied, was never
so greatly needed in the affairs of this old world of ours as it is today,
and we believe that you and the other members of the Grand Lodge have
shared that view.

We are more than delighted to be with you today. If the contribu-
tions we present in the services that we may render as a group, or in
our individual capacities, to this Annual Communication of this Grand
Lodge will be of the least assistance in continuing to carry high the
banner of Freemasonry in' Nebraska we shall feel that we are abundantly
repaid.

We thank you, and we are looking forward to a great and construe-
tive session of the Masons of Nebraska in this Annual Communication.

Later in the session, the following Past Grand Masters
were received and welcomed by M. W, . William C. Ramsey,
Grand Master:

19061720 Ll D)5 (0 SUAEE g ® b o, O IIRIB O 6.0 60 B 10 500 6 A0 6 (61st)..1926

Ralph O. Canaday .....oovvuvuennnn 0000000605000 (68th)..1933

GREETINGS AND REGRETS

The Grand Secretary presented letters and telegrams, con-
veying greetings and best wishes to the Grand Lodge, and re-
gret at their inability to be present, from M. .W. .John J.
Wemple, Senior Past Grand Master; M. .W..Ambrose C. Ep-
person, Past Grand Master; and R.".W. .Francis E. White,
Grand Secretary Emeritus, of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".&
A."M.". of Nebraska. Mrs. Margaret McPherson, Junior Past
Worthy Grand Matron, Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern
Star, in Nebraska, also sent a telegram conveying fraternal
greetings.

TELEGRAM FROM THE GRAND LODGE OF IOWA
Davenport, Iowa, June 9, 1936
Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary,
Omaha, Nebraska.

The Grand Lodge of Iowa opens its Ninety-third annual communiea-
tion at the same time and with the same objectives as does the Grand
Lodge of Nebraska in its Seventy-ninth. May your deliberations con-
tinue to reflect the leadership which has dominated the past.

C. C. Hunt, Grand Secretary.
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TELEGRAM FROM THE GRAND LODGE OF OREGON
June 10, 1936
Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary,
Omaha, Nebraska.

The Grand Lodge of Oregon in Eighty-sixth annual communication
sends hearty fraternal greetings to the Craft in Nebraska. May your
annual session be most happy and beneficial to the Craft in Nebraska.

D. R. Cheney, Grand Secretary.

RECEPTION OF DISTINGUISHED GUEST

R.".W. .Edmund E. Morris, Grand Treasurer and per-
sonal Representative of the M. .W. .Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Missouri, was presented,
introduced, and very cordially welecomed by M. .W. . William
C. Ramsey, Grand Master, and condueted to a seat in the
Grand East. He brought greetings from Missouri and de-
livered a very interesting and inspiring address.

RECEPTION OF OUR OWN DISTINGUISHED GUESTS.

The following Distinguished Guests from our own Grand
Jurisdiction after being presented, introduced, and cordially
weleomed by M.".W. . William €. Ramsey, Grand Master, were
conducted to seats in the Grand East:

Most Iixcellent Carl R. Greisen, Grand High Priest of the Grand
Chapter, Royal Arch Masons of Nebraska.

Most Illustrious Paul A, Wileox, Grand Master of the Grand Council,
Royal and Sclect Masters in Nebraska.

Right Eminent Edward X. Carr, Grand Commander of the Grand
Commandery, Knights Templar of Nebraska.

Brother Frank C. Patton, Sovereign Grand Inspector General,
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.

W. .Brother Millard M. Robertson, President of the Nebraska
Masonic Home.

M.".W.".Brother Jonn R. Tapster, President of the Masonic-Eastern
Star Home for Children.

W.".Carroll D. Evans, Sr., President of the Nebraska Veteran Free-
masons Association,

W..Lewis W. Macdonald, Worthy Grand Patron, Grand Chapter,
Order of the Eastern Star.

W. .Brother Alexander McKie, Jr., 25, gave the
ADDRESS OF WELCOME

For many years it has been Omaha’s privilege to welcome this Grand
Lodge to its annual Communication. Masonry came to Nebraska with its
very earliest settlers, and year by year the State and the Fraternity have
grown and prospered side by side. There have been troubles and prob-
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lems within the State and within the Fraternity, but they have been over-
come. There have been days of sorrow, but they have passed. And as
year has sueceeded year, this annual welcome to the Masons of Nebraska
has grown warmer and has taken on a deeper meaning, as we realize
the extent to which Masonry has contributed to the progress and de-
velopment of our State and the stability of our Country.

It is pleasant to welecome you to this meeting if for mo other pur-
pose than to remew old friendships and to cultivate new omes. Brother-
hood is one of the great pillars of Masonry, to he cherished and fostered
on every occasion, and this annual Communication presents an unequalled
opportunity to renew and strengthen the bonds of friendship which bind us
together. It is our hope that in the few days before you, you may make
lasting friendships which will remain as happy memories during the years
to come.

It is pleasant to welcome you to this meeting for the purpose of con-
sidering business affairs of the Order. This gathering, representative
of all Nebraska Lodges, is an evidence of the democracy of Masonry
and of the privilege and duty resting upon every Mason to consider the
business and internal problems of the Order and participate in their
solution. I know that each of you will devote your most earnest en-
deavors to this work.

I welcome you to this annual Communication, however, for another
and a greater purpose. Masonry is conecerned not alone with its friend-
ships and its internal affairs. The exalted tenets of our institution de-
mand of us a larger duty, a duty to our Country and to our community.
Since that day when the Worshipful Master of Alexandria Lodge in
Virginia was elected the first President of a new government and a new
nation, Masonry has been closely allied with the progress of American
Democracy. The nobler deeds and higher thoughts which have con-
tributed so measurably to the development of our government were in-
culeated at the altar of Masonry. Those men whose names are cherished
in the history of our country were animated by the high ideals which
form the foundation of this Order.

The past few years have been troubled ones throughout the world.
Unrest and disquiet are prevalent. New conceptions of life and of gov-
ernment, different from any that we have ever known, have appeared,
and peoples of all nations are struggling to solve the problems of society
and government. In our own Country, disruptive forces are constantly
at work, denouncing established traditions and ideals, and secking the
overthrow of the old order.

Change in life and in government is inevitable, and these problems
which now confront us must, and will, be solved. But the Masons of
Nebraska and of the Country must see to it that their solution is based
on the firm and established traditions of American Demoeracy and in
accordance with the great tenets of Masonry. And the real purpose of
this Communication must be a re-dediecation to the great prineciples of the
Order, and a firm resolve that Masons and Masonry shall contribute, as
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they have in the past, to the continued advancement and progress of
our Country and our Government.

It is, therefore, my great pleasure to welcome you to this annual
Communication on behalf of Omaha and Omaha Masons, to renew old
friendships, make new ones, and consider the business of the Fraternity.
But most of all, I welcome you to a consideration of the greater duty
owing from our Fraternity to all mankind, to a renewal of our pledge
of loyalty to the exalted tenets of the institution, and to a determina-
tion that the problems of our Country shall be solved with the help of
Nebraska Masons and in aecordance with the beliefs of the Order.

W. .Brother Mainard E. Crosby, 32, gave the

RESPONSE
Most Worshipful Grand Master, William €. Ramsey, Worshipful Masters,
and members of the Grand Lodge:

I indeed feel honored, and feel that great honor has been extended
to Platte Valley Lodge No. 32 of North Platte, Nebraska, in this privi-
lege of responding to these gracious words of welcome by W.'.Brother
Alexander McKie, Jr.

The reputation of Omaha as a host city, the hospitality of her people
generally, and of Omaha Masons in particular, has been known to us out-
state for many years. We gather here, therefore, with an advance cer-
tainty of the sincerity and truth in which the weleoming words of W.".
Brother McKie have been so beautifully and impressively spoken.

Through the past few years that have been so fraught with uneasi-
ness, anxiety, and hardships to our brother Masons generally, and in
common with Masonic bodies throughout the State, we have come to
look forward, each succeeding year, to Grand Lodge meetings for some-
thing of hope, inspiration, and cheer, and we have gathered here, at this
time, with that same hungering and longing for the revival of Masonie
friendships, that we may become enriched in mind and heart, by those
Masonic truths and be enabled to return to our respective Lodges with
reports of inspiration that may tend to sustain and strengthen us as
Masons for the trying years ahead.

Coming, as we do, from the smaller cities and communities of the
State, we join with you in this meeting believing that it may, in the
beautiful words of Shakespeare’s Ann Hathaway, have

“A way to charm despair, to heal all
grief, and cure all care”

and assist us in girding ourselves for the responsibilities of a better and
a brighter day.

Our words of welcome have indeed been kind, and we have the as-
surance that every word of weleome offered will be mateched by a hun-
dred acts of kindness from you here in Omaha.

We are, therefore, grateful for the few words spoken, because, had
our brother spoken longer and every word been supplemented by a hun-

: ks
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dred acts of kindness, we would indeed have been overwhelmed with
the hospitality in store for us.

But I do wish, sincerely, to thank you of Omaha for what our
brother has said, and for what, in the way of hospitality and kindness,
you will offer us.

You will be able to follow your words by act and deed. We can
only thank you in advance but we do so with the certainty that our
words would be more gracious, if they might have been spoken after
we had enjoyed your kindnesses. Our one regret is the impossibility
of again thanking you when the Grand Lodge session is over.

In these troubled and momentous days through which we are pass-
ing, as in no period of the past, perhaps, have the true principles of
Masonry loomed larger on the horizon of an anxious people. Brotherly
love, relief, and truth; a consciousness of the weakness of a brother, but
with charity for all and malice toward none,.

May those principles, exemplified in thought, act and deed through-
out the membership of Nebraska Masonry, maintain our order on its high
pinnacle of usefulness, and justify its continued existence,

M..W..Brother Grand Master, we realize, I am sure, the scrious-
ness of our responsibilitics as Masons and I sincerely trust that, from
our intercourse here with you in this Grand Lodge meeting, with those
of you whose minds are trained and lives attuned to Masonic truths,
there may radiate those influences and inspirations from whiech we may
be given that needed courage and wisdom that will the better qualify
us to live our Masonry as we come in daily contact with our fellowmen;
that will strengthen and assist us in meeting and solving our daily
problems.

The needs of humanity today, are constantly widening and broaden-
ing the are of need, that Masonry is so well fitted to meet. As I look
forward to the future, I can see the horizon of Masoniec need ever ex-
tending, and as the Masons of Nebraska meet here in succeeding years,
they better qualify themselves to meet that need.

Permit me to voice this challenge to Nebraska Masonry. That from
the inspiration gained here, we go back to our various Lodges throughout
the State, and by our word, act, and deed, emblazon upon that great,
ever widening, beckoning arc of Masonic usefulness, that is the emblem
of our great serviece to humanity, and in letters that all may read,
“Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth.”

Most Worshipful Grand Master, representing the delegates in this
Annual Communication assembled, I express sincere appreciation for
the generous words of weleome extended to us. Thank you.

The following Committees were announced by M..W.'.
William C. Ramsey, Grand Master, and entered upon the dis-
charge of their duties.
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COMMITTEES

Applications for Reinstatement: W. .Bernard N, Robertson, 3;
W. .Charles H. Marley, 1; M.".W. .Andrew H. Viele, 55.

Board of Masonic Service Annuities and Gifts: Bro.".Luther M.
Kuhns, 3; W..Harold M. Smith, 92; W.".Charles A. Eyre, 268; Bro.".J.
Marenus Soremnsen, 15.

Charters and Dispensations: W.'.J. Guthrie Ludlam, 19; W. .Charles
N. Johnson, 13; W..J. Bryan Shepherd, 285; W. .James D. Renne, 288;
W. .Harold C. Kepler, 258,

Credentials: W.".Pearl C. Hillegass, 81; W..Fred A. Tripp, 50;
W.".Lynn E. Heth, 192; W.".Elmer H. Jenny, 155; W..Walter 8. Peter-
son, 281.

Codification of the Law: W. .Clarence T. Spier, 268; W.".Russell A.
Robinson, 119; W. .Lamont L. Stephens, 106; W.".Perry W. Phillips, 150;
W.".Cloyd E. Clark, 167.

Doings of Grand Officers: W.'.George R. Porter, 11; W." .Charles M.
Edwards, 9; W. .Leslie E. Sauer, 31; W..William J. Rinehart, 233;
W.".Roland Ramsay, 38.

Finance: W. .Clendenen W, Mitchell, 158; W.".C. Ray Macy, 26;
W. . William H. Smails, 268; W.".John R. Armstrong, 323; W.".George W.
Pratt, 1.

Foreign Correspondence: M. .W. .Lewis L. Smith, 136; M.".W.',
Edwin D. Crites, 158; M. .W.".Frederic 1. Temple, 61.

Fraternal Dead: W. .Paul Turner, 1; Bro..Frank F. Travis, 26;
W. .Leland H. Evans, 323.

George Washington Masonic National Memorial: Bro. .Edward Hu-
waldt, 318.

Grievances: W. .John S. Hedelund, 268; W. .Nels Hammer, 56; W.".F,
Ray Dilts, 83; W. .Clarence O. Dawson, 21; W.".Gordon F. Gardner, 301.

Jurisprudence: All Past Grand Masters present, M. .W. .Virgil R.
Johnson, Chairman.

Masonic Education: W.".Robert J. Jones, 288; W. .William A. Rob-
bins, 314; W.".George Grimes, 268.

Pay-Roll: W. .William C. Smith, Sr., 136; W. .Carl A, Larson, 211;
W..Wayne C, Farmer, 314; W. .Leslie Fullerton, 195; W.".Daniel O.
Porter, 2.

Promotion of the World’s Peace: Bro..Glen L. Riee, 33; M.".W.".
Henry H. Wilson, 19; W.".John R. Webster, 3.

Relief and Care of Orphans: W..Benjamin F. Eyre, 1; W.".Benjamin
F. Pitman, 158; W.".John R. Hughes, 184; W.".Edwin C. Yont, 162; W.',
George A. Kurk, 54,

Returns: W.".Otto E. Bullis, 55; W.".B, Franklin Aron, 37; W. .Har-
ley V. Styer, 54; W. .Glen W. Patrick, 183; W. .James D. Greenwood, 96.

Temple Building Advisory Committee: W. .Lorenzen P. Ronne, 210;
W..Marion E. Shipley, 72; W.".Ellis W. Cass, 302,
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Unfinished Business: W.".Perry M. Wheeler, 184; W.".Walter Durkop,
112; W.".Albert A. Fenske, 306; W.'.Charles Marshall, 308; W. .Leconard
J. Owen, 300.

Committee To Entertain Distinguished Guests: W..Fred B. Dale,
3; W..Benjamin F. Pitman, 158; W.".Raymond V. Cole, 303.

Visiting Brethren: The Grand Custodian and the Deputy Grand
Custodians.

M. W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master:

Brethren:

I now take great pleasure in presenting to you Brother Frank A.
Cloidt of Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6, who will favor us with a group of
songs. He will be accompanied by Arthur N. Howe,

Brother Frank A. Cloidt sang ‘‘Fear Not Ye Oh Israel’’,
and ‘“‘Danny Boy’’.

M. W. . William . Ramsey, Grand Master, read his
address:

ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska:
Brethren:

We are here assembled for the SEVENTY-NINTH ANNUAL COM-
MUNICATION OF THE GRAND LODGE, ANCIENT FREE AND AC-
CEPTED MASONS OF NEBRASKA, and, as is required by the Constitu-
tion of this Grand Lodge, it now becomes my duty to present to you a
report, in writing, of my official acts during the past year, with a state-
ment of the general condition of Masonry within this Grand Jurisdiction,
and to recommend such legislation as I may deem necessary or expedient
for the welfare of the Fraternity.

Necrology

With the most sincere and humble thanks to the Great Architect
of the Universe, I am able to report that not one of our Grand Lodge
officers, past or present, has been called from “labor” since our last
Annual Communication.

However, during the year, 606 of our brethren have departed for
that “undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler returns”. We
deeply regret their loss, but if our faith is well founded, as we pro-
fess, we know that we shall meet them again in our Celestial Home
above.

Included among the 606, was W.'.Brother John M. Bennett, Past
Master of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, Lincoln, Nebraska, and a Deputy Grand
Custodian since July 5, 1929, His death occurred on June 15, 1935, and,
at the request of his family, our impressive Masonic funeral service was
condueted June 17, 1935, by Lincoln Lodge No. 19 at Lincoln. Until
his health failed, he was always ready to give of his time and talents




JUNE, 1936] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 255

in improving the work and furthering the activities of our great Fra-
ternity.

Also included among the 606, was W. .Brother Othman A. Abbott,
a member of Ashlar Lodge No. 33, Grand Island, Nebraska, who passed
to his reward on June 24, 1935, and who, from December 11, 1930, had
been the holder of the Gold Jordan Medal. Your Grand Master accom-
panied by W. .Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian, and W.".Brother
William F. Evers, Superintendent of The Nebraska Masonic Home,
attended the funeral of W.'.Brother Abbott at Grand Island on June
26, 1935. The Masonic funeral service was conducted at his grave by
Ashlar Lodge No. 33, at the request of his family.

APPROVAL OF BY-LAWS OF LODGES

I have approved amendments to the By-Laws of 22 chartered lodges,
Nos. 1, 11, 14, 26 (a complete new set), 37, 38(2), 97, 110, 111, 149(2),
163, 183, 203, 211, 236, 262, 286, 294, 302, 312, 313 and 314.

In each instance a certified copy of the approved amendment was
forwarded to the Grand Secretary for the records of the Grand Lodge.

Many subordinate lodges, I find, have not complied with Section
78-A of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, which provides that:

“The by-laws of cach constituent lodge********shall contain a

provision providing for a committee on membership consisting of

not less than three nor more than seven members, to be ap-
pointed annually by the Master of such lodge.”

As I deem a “Committee on Membership” of vital importance to the
welfare and success of every subordinate lodge, I recommend that the
Grand Secretary examine the By-Laws of every subordinate lodge,
copies of which are, or should be on file in his office, and then report
his findings to the incoming Grand Master, so the Grand Master can
communicate with the Master of each subordinate lodge, which has not
complied with Section 78-A of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, and
direct the amendment of the By-Laws of the subordinate lodge to pro-
vide for the appointment of a “Committee on Membership” to assist the
Secretary of cach such subordinate lodge in collecting dues and in en-
deavoring to secure the reinstatement of brethren who have been sus-
pended for non-payment of dues,

INVADING ANOTHER JURISDICTION

In his address at our last annual communication (Proceedings 1935,
page 30), M.".W.".Brother Virgil R. Johnson reported that, because
Acacia Lodge No. 34 at Schuyler had invaded the jurisdiction of Lebanon
Lodge No. 323 at Columbus, he had ordered Acacia Lodge No. 34 to
pay to Lebanon Lodge No. 323 the fee collected from a candidate, less
the fee of $10.00 due the Grand Lodge, and that he had allowed Acacia
Lodge No. 34 to retain the brother as a member.

The Committee on Jurisprudence approved the action of the Grand
Master, but recommended that this matter “be referred to the incoming
Grand Master only so far as it relates to the failure to impose a penalty
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other than the transfer of the fees (Proceedings 1935, page 97, para-
graph 25).

I have investigated the case and I belicve that Acacia Lodge No.
34 acted in good faith, without any knowledge or any reason to believe
that it did not have jurisdiction of the candidate. Therefore, I have
remitted any penalty against Acacia Lodge No. 34 for its unintentional
invasion of the Jurisdiction of Lebanon Lodge No. 323.

BONDS OF SECRETARIES AND TREASURERS
OF SUBORDINATE LODGES

At our annual eommunication in 1933 (Proceedings 1933, page 472),
Section 59-A of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge was amended to pro-
vide for a “Lodge Trust Fund”, the object of which was to protect all
of the subordinate lodges against loss, resulting from the misappropria-
tion of lodge funds by the secrctaries and treasurers, and every sub-
ordinate lodge was required to pay annually into this fund, which was
to be managed by the Grand Lodge, the sum of 20c for each $100 of
protection to the lodge against the misappropriation of its funds.

During this past year, a claim for $232.74, against this “Lodge Trust
Fund” was made by Delta Lodge No. 230, St. Edward, Nebraska, for an
alleged shortage of its treasurer. The books of its treasurer were audited,
showing a shortage of $302.74, of which $70.00 was recovered, leaving
a net shortage of $232.74, for which amount I approved payment out of
the “Lodge Trust Fund”. Charges, preferred against the former treas-
urer of Delta Lodge No. 230, were referred by me to a Trial Commission.

I am glad to be able to report that no other claims have been
made against the “Lodge Trust Fund” for misappropriation of lodge
funds by the secretary or treasurer of any of the other 290 lodges in
this Grand Jurisdiction.

I am also glad to report that a blanket bond, covering the secre-
taries and treasurers of all of the subordinate lodges, also covering the
Grand Secrctary, was obtained at a rate of 20c per $100 for a total eov-
erage of $322,150, and is now in effect, in accordance with the recom-
mendation of the Special Committec on Bonding of Secretaries and
Treasurers, adopted at our last annual communication (Proceedings 1935,
pages 73-74).

LODGES NOT REPRESENTED

In his address at our last annual communieation, under the chapter

on “LODGES NOT REPRESENTED” (Proceedings 1935, pages 18-19),
M.".W. .Brother Virgil R. Johnson, Grand Master, recommended:

“That the incoming Grand Master give the lodges, so listed,

Nos. 70, 152, 156, 256, 279, 283 and 299 an opportunity to show their

ability to retain their Charters by complying with the Grand Lodge
law with respect to representation.”

All of those lodges, with the exeception of Hickman Lodge No. 256,
were reported by the Committee on Credentials as having been repre-
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sented at the 78th annual communication in 1935 (Proceedings 1935,
page 88).

I have addressed an official communication to the Officers and
Brethren of Hickman Lodge No. 256, directing their attention to the pro-
visions of Section 79 of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, and I have
advised them that, unless their Lodge is represented at this 79th annual
communication of the Grand Lodge, it will be “sufficient ground for the
forfeiture of its charter” by the incoming Grand Master.

The Committee on Credentials, at our 78th annual communication
(Proceedings 1935, page 88), reported that 6 lodges, Nos. 101, 140, 212,
230, 243 and 262, were not represented at that annual communication,
and had not been represented at the past two annual communications.
As Section 79 of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge provides that:

“The failure of any lodge **** to be represented at two succes-
sive annual communications of the Grand Lodge *** shall be a suffi-
cient ground for the forfeiture of its charter”;

I have addressed official communications to the Officers and Brethren
of each of those six lodges, directing their attention to the law, and I
recommend that the incoming Grand Master require each and every one
of those lodges to show cause why its charter should not be forfeited, in
accordance with the provisions of our law, if any such lodge is not rep-
resented at this 79th annual communication of our Grand Lodge.

The Committee on Credentials also reported that the following 40 lodges
were not represented at the 78th annual communication: Nos. 57, 60, 62,
63, 86, 93, 94, 121, 126, 128, 143, 146, 147, 149, 151, 153, 154, 160, 173, 174,
180, 181, 182, 187, 194, 196, 198, 200, 206, 216, 217, 221, 228, 234, 259, 269,
270, 312, 316 and 321.

I have addressed letters to the Masters, Wardens and Brethren of
all those lodges, directing their attention to the requirements of the law

in reference to representation “at two successive annual communications
of the Grand Lodge.”

DISPENSATIONS

The fee of $10.00 having been paid in each instance, I granted the

following dispensations during my term:

To Fremont Lodge No. 15, to install its Senior Warden and Chaplain
on April 7, 1936.

To Humboldt Lodge No. 40, to confer the degree of a Master Mason
on Fellow Craft Brother Otto Kotoue, Jr.,, without regard to
time.

To Hartington Lodge No. 155, to elect a Master and Secretary, and
such other officers as might be necessary, during the month of
January, 1936.

To Amity Lodge No. 169, to elect and install a Senior Warden on
February 18, 1936.

To Merna Lodge No. 171, to install its Senior Deacon at its regular
meeting on February 6, 1936.
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To Golden Fleece Lodge No, 205, to elect and install a Secretary at
a regular or special meeting to be held during February, 1936.

To Wood Lake Lodge No. 221, to install its Senior Warden and
Junior Deacon on or before Mareh 31, 1936.

To Swastika Lodge No, 280, to install its officers on or before
April 14, 1936.

To Monument Lodge No. 293, to install its Senior Warden on March
23, 1936.

To Mizpah Lodge No. 302, to clect and install a Treasurer and in-
stall its Senior Steward on February 17, 1936.

To Bladen Lodge No. 319, to install its Junior Warden at its regu-
lar meeting in February, 1936.

To Harmony Lodge No. 321, to elect and install a Junior Warden
on February 12, 1936.

Because of the unusually severe weather conditions which prevailed
in January, 1936, or because of illness or unavoidable absence of officers-
elect, I recommend the refund to Fremont Lodge No. 15, Wood Lake
Lodge No. 221, Swastika Lodge No. 280 and Bladen Lodge No. 319, of
the fees which each of those lodges paid for my dispensations.

Good cause having been shown in each instance, and believing that
the purpose to be accomplished is the acquisition of knowledge and the
resulting proficiency of the brother, and believing that he should be
given every reasonable opportunity to Lecome proficient, I granted re-
quests for an extension of time for the examination of brothers as to
their proficiency, under Section 66 of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge,
as amended at our last annual communication, to Ord Lodge No. 103,
Florence Lodge No. 281, Craftsmmen Lodge No. 314, and College View
Lodge No. 320.

DISPENSATION FOR FORMATION OF NEW LODGE

On January 16, 1936, upon the recommendation of Cement Lodge
No. 211 of Wood River, and the payment of the required fee of $25.00,
I granted my dispensation to 30 petitioning brethren to form a lodge at
Cairo, Nebraska.

R..W.".Brother Walter R. Raecke, Grand Junior Warden, who was
requested and deputized by me, with the assistance of W. .Brother Lute
M. Savage, Grand Custodian, instituted Cairo Lodge U.".D.’., on January
24, 1936, since which date the lodge has received three petitions for the
degrees, and has conferred the degree of an Entered Apprentice on all
three of the petitioners, and the degrees of a Fellow Craft and Master
Mason on two of the petitioners, the third petitioner having moved
away.

At the last meeting of Cairo Lodge U.".D."., the members voted to
ask the Grand Lodge to continue the dispensation for another year, and
W.".Brother Lute M. Savage, who visited Cairo Lodge U.".D.’., on April
24, 1936, when the degree of a Master Mason was conferred on the two
petitioners, joins in my recommendation that the dispensation be con-
tinued until the next annual communication of this Grand Lodge.
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DEDICATION

I presided at the dedication of the beautiful New Masonic Temple
at Lineoln on September 9, 1935.

At this ceremony, I was very ably assisted by all of the Grand
Lodge officers and by the officers and members of Lincoln Lodge No.
19, Lancaster Lodge No. 54, and Liberty Lodge No, 300. M.".W.".Brothers
Henry H. Wilson, Harry A. Cheney, Lewis E. Smith, John Wright, Ira
C. Freet, Orville A, Andrews, Archie M. Smith and Virgil R. Johnson,
all Past Grand Masters, were present and participated in the ceremony.

The officers and members of these lodges are deserving of the sin-
cere congratulations of all members of the Fraternity, as their new
Temple is one of the most beautiful buildings in Lincoln. It is well
worth the time of every person to avail himself of the opportunity of
seeing the Temple, particularly the beautiful murals in the smaller lodge
room. It is really one of the “show places” of Lincoln.

It is quite likely that the beautiful and well planned William H.
Faling Memorial Masonic Temple at Cambridge, which has been com-
pleted recently, and is entirely free from debt, will be dedicated by
R.".W. .Brother Chancellor A. Phillips, when he is Grand Master, and it
is my sincere hope and wish that as many of the brethren as can, attend
this ceremony of dedication, in the home city of our Deputy Grand
Master, who has had so much to do with the planning and ereetion of
the Temple, and who is, and has been, a “pillar of strength” to our
Fraternity.

CORNERSTONE LAYINGS

Since our last annual communication, cornerstones for the following
buildings have been laid with Masonic ceremonies:

The William H, Faling Memorial Masonic Temple at Cambridge,
Nebraska, on August 20, 1935, by R.".W. .Brother Chancellor A. Phillips,
Deputy Grand Master, at my request, and as my proxy, with the assist-
ance of myself and other Grand Lodge officers and the brethren of
Cambridge Lodge No. 150.

The Chappell Library and Art Memorial Building at Chappell, Ne-
braska, on September 12, 1935, with the assistance of other Grand Lodge
officers and the brethren of Golden Fleece Lodge No. 205.

A new Public School Building at Lodgepole, Nebraska, on November
13, 1935, with the assistance of other Grand Lodge officers and the
brethren of Golden Rod Lodge No. 306.

The new McGrew High School Building at MeGrew, Nebraska, on
Mareh 17, 1936, by R.".W. .Brother Chancellor A. Phillips, Deputy Grand
Master, at my request and as my proxy, with the assistance of other
Grand Lodge officers and the brethren of Minatare Lodge No. 295.

The new Baker Rural High School Building at Stapleton, Nebraska,
on April 18, 1936, by R..W.".Brother Chancellor A. Phillips, Deputy
Grand Master, at my request and as my proxy, with the assistance of
other Grand Lodge officers and the brethren of Amethyst Lodge No. 190.
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The new Dawes County Court House at Chadron, Nebraska, on May
9, 1936, with the assistance of other Grand Lodge officers and the
brethren of Samaritan Lodge No, 158.

As quite a number of new school and public buildings have been,
and are to be erected, it seems to me that the Fraternity has not been
requested to lay the cornerstones, with the Masonic ceremony, of nearly
as many buildings as might have been possible had the officers and
brethren of all subordinate lodges been awake and alert to the oppor-
tunities for this service.

I heartily agree with the remarks of M.".W.".Brother Edwin D.
Crites, in his address as Grand Master at the annual communication of
this Grand Lodge in 1927. They are well worth repeating here:

“I believe that no opportunity should be overlooked to conduct these
ceremonies under proper conditions and restrictions. Our public appear-
ances are not numerous * * * * but when they do oceur should be digni-
fied and of such character not only to elicit the interest, but to com-
mand the respect of any person who may witness them. A well executed
ceremony of laying a corner-stone invariably results in the quickening
of the Masonic spirit and is a benefit to the Masonic organization of the
community in which it is laid. Opportunities of this deseription are too
often lost through the negligence of public authorities having the respon-
sibility for the construction of the building, or of the officers of the
subordinate lodges in not concerning themselves with the arrangements
until it is everlastingly too late to make them. * * ¥ * ** ¥ * Tndeed
many of the officers of the subordinate lodges do not seem to have the
energy necessary to arrange for such a ceremony, notwithstanding the
fact the services of the Grand Marshal and the Deputy Custodians are
at all times available.”

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED

On the recommendations of the Grand Masters in their respective
Grand Jurisdictions, I have commissioned the following named brethren
as representatives of the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska,
near their respective Grand Lodges:

June 6, 1935. Raymond L. Vaughn, Providence, Rhode Island, near
the Grand Lodge, F.".& A.".M.". of Rhode Island.

November 5, 1935. Hugh McKenzie, Winnipeg, Manitoba, near the
Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Manitoba.

December 30, 1935. W.".Luiz Carrilho do Rego Barros, Joao, Pessoa,
Brazil, near the Grand Lodge de Paraiba, Brazil.

December 30, 1935. W.".Luis Alfredo Bernal, Barranquilla, Colombia,
near the National Grand Lodge of Colombia, at Barranquilla.

December 30, 1935. Manoel Goncalves Pecego, Rio de Janeiro, near
the Grand Lodge of Rio de Janeiro.

January 27, 1936. Ludwig F. Brauns, New York City, near the
Grand Lodge, F.".& A.".M.’. of New York.

February 17, 1936. James G. Rast, Birmingham, Alabama, near the
Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Alabama.
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March 21, 1936. John Graham, Monterrey, N. L., Mexico, near the
York Grand Lodge, F.".& A.".M.". of Mexico,

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES RECOMMENDED

It has been my pleasure to recommend the following named brethren
for commissions as representatives, near the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".
M.". of Nebraska:

December 31, 1935. W.".Byron S. Peterson, Past Master of St. Johns
Lodge No. 25, Omaha, Nebraska, to represent the National Grand Lodge
of Colombia, at Barranquilla.

January 3, 1936. W. .Robert M. Packard, Past Master of Oakland
Lodge No. 91, Oakland, Nebraska, to represent the Grand Lodge of Rio
de Janeiro.

January 3, 1936. W..Benjamin F. Eyre, Past Master of Nebraska
Lodge No. 1, Omaha, Nebraska, to represent the Grand Lodge de Par-
aiba, Brazil.

THE JORDAN MEDAL

Because of the death of W.".Brother Othman A. Abbott, a member
of Ashlar Lodge No. 33 of Grand Island, on June 24, 1935, it became
necessary to ascertain the oldest living resident Master Mason, in this
Grand Jurisdiction, to present to him the Gold Jordan Medal, which had
been worn by W. .Brother Abbott since December 11, 1930.

An investigation by the Grand Secretary disclosed that Brother
Albert E. Baker, a member of Oliver Lodge No. 38 of Seward, and a resi-
dent of The Nebraska Masonic Home, was the oldest living resident
Master Mason in this Grand Jurisdietion. Arrangements were then made
with W. .Brother William F. Evers, Superintendent of the Home, to take
Brother Baker to Seward, where the Gold Jordan Medal was officially
presented to Brother Baker by your Grand Master in the hall of Oliver
Lodge No. 38, on October 11, 1935. Many Grand Lodge officers and sev-
eral Past Grand Masters were in attendance.

Believing that the ceremony of presentation of the Jordan Medals
should be utilized for the purpose of reminding all members of the Craft
of the beginning and the development of Freemasonry in this Grand
Jurisdiction, and to inform them of the sturdy character and boundless
energy of our first Grand Master, M."."W.. Brother Lewis E. Smith,
Grand Secretary, compiled a short biographieal sketeh of the life of
M.'.W.".Brother Robert Carrel Jordan, and a brief history of the Jordan
Medal. This was read for the first time in the presentation of the Gold
Jordan Medal to Brother Baker.

Believing also that this biography and historical sketch would be
of great interest and value if it were used at all future presentations
of Jordan Medals, your Grand Master authorized the Grand Secretary
to have it printed, in pamphlet form, and distributed among all of the
subordinate lodges in this Grand Jurisdietion, so the inspiration of the
life and deeds of so great and good a man as our first Grand Master
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might be preserved, thus establishing the standard of his character aud
leadership for every Freemason in the Grand Jurisdiction in the years
to come.

Unfortunately, the secretaries of many of the subordinate lodges
have neglected to report to the Grand Seecretary the name of the member
of their lodge who is the holder of the Bronze Jordan Medal. The records
of the Grand Lodge are, therefore, incomplete. I recommend that the
secretary of each subordinate lodge, when he makes his lodge’s annual
return to the Grand Lodge, be required to report to the Grand Secretary
the name of the member of his lodge who is the holder of the Bronze
Jordan Medal, also the date of such member’s birth, also the date such
member was made a Master Mason, also the date of presentation of the
Medal to such member, so the records of the Grand L.odge may be ac-
curate and currently complete.

FIFTY YEAR BADGES

During the year, the Grand Sececretary has issued 36 Tifty Year
Badges for presentation to members of 36 subordinate lodges. Nothing
that the Grand Lodge has done, with the exeeption of providing for
the presentation of Jordan Medals, has been so much appreciated by
our elder brethren as this recognition of those Master Masons who
have attained more than “three score years and ten,” and who, for
more than 50 years, have helped in the care of our distressed worthy
brethren, their widows and orphans, and, for more than half a century,
have set an example of fidelity to the tenets of our great Fraternity.

PAST MASTERS’ CERTIFICATES

During the year, 125 Past Masters’ Certificates have been issued by
the Grand Secretary, and presented to Past Masters of various subor-
dinate lodges. Those Past Masters, who have received these certificates,
seem to appreciate them very much, as tangible evidence of their
fidelity, loyalty industry and service to Freemasonry. There are
lodges which have not presented these certificates to all of their living
Past Masters, and I suggest that the Secretary of each of those lodges
communicate with the Grand Secretary and get certificates for presenta-
tion to all of their living Past Masters. The ceremony of presentation

may be made of unusual interest and inspiration to the brethren at the
meetings of their lodges.

REINSTATEMENT OF MEMBERS SUSPENDED FOR
MORE THAN THREE YEARS

I have approved applications for reinstatement of 35 members,
who had been suspended for non-payment of dues for 3 or more years.
All such applications were approved upon the favorable recommenda-
tion of the Grand Lodge Committee on Reinstatements. Only three ap-
plications have been disapproved, one on the recommendation of the
Grand Lodge Committee on Reinstatements; one because the applica-




JUNE, 1936] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 263

tion was not properly completed; and one because the petitioner had
not paid in full the dues for which he had been suspended.

In addition to these 35 reinstatements, I am happy to report that
420 suspended members were reinstated before January 1, 1936, by the
payment, within 3 years from the date of their suspensions, of the dues
for which they had been suspended.

I wish here to record my sincere appreciation of the efficient serv-
ice of W." .Brother Bernard N. Robertson, W. .Brother Charles H. Marley
and M. .W. .Brother Andrew H. Viele, who constitute the Grand Lodge
Committee on Reinstatements. This Committee has performed its duties
faithfully, intelligently, and promptly. Its assistance and recommenda-
tions have been invaluable to me.

It seems to me wholly unnecessary to burden the Grand Master with
the approval or disapproval of the recommendations of the Grand Lodge
Committee on Reinstatements. I think that when this Committee makes
investigation, its recommendation should constitute final aetion, subject
only to the right of appeal to the Grand Lodge or the Grand Master in
the event the Committee disapproves an application for reinstatement.

Therefore, I recommend that Section 213 (Second Paragraph) of the
By-Laws of the Grand Lodge be amended to vest in the Grand Lodge
Committee on Reinstatements the power of final approval or disapproval
of all applications for reinstatement of a former member, who has been
suspended for non-payment of dues for a period of 7 or more years, sub-
jeet only to the applicant’s right of appeal to the Grand Lodge, or dur-
ing recess of the Grand Lodge, to the Grand Master, if the Grand Lodge
Committee on Reinstatements disapproves the application for reinstate-
ment,

CONFERENCES OF GRAND MASTERS AND
GRAND SECRETARIES

As your Grand Master, it was my privilege and great pleasure to at-
tend the Conferences of Grand Masters and Grand Secretaries, held in
Washington, D. C., on February 20 and 21, 1936. Forty-three of the 49
Grand Jurisdictions were represented. It afforded me an opportunity to
meet and know many Grand Masters and other Grand Lodge officers
from other Grand Jurisdictions, and to learn something of their prob-
lems and the methods which have been used in the solution of their
problems. Some of the most distinguished Masons and several of the
most brilliant minds, whom it has been my privilege to know, were
among the Grand Lodge officers in attendance at these Conferences. The
program at the Conference of Grand Masters included papers upon, fol-
lowed by discussions of, the following interesting and timely subjects:

1. Gambling devices and lotteries.

2. Advantages or disadvantages of a board of Genmeral Purposes

or Policies in Grand Lodge.

3. The place of the social club in the lodge.

4. The Mason as a citizen.
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5. The Masonic attitude toward subversive activities.

Conferring degrees.

7. How may Masters of Lodges be trained in advance so that, upon
assuming office, they will be better prepared to administer the
affairs of the Lodge efficiently.

&

For many years, it has been customary for the Grand Master and
the Grand Secretary to attend these annual conferences. Several other
Grand Jurisdictions were also represented by other Grand Lodge offi-
cers, and, in some instances, by Past Grand Masters too. Because of
the breadth of knowledge and understanding, which one can acquire
from such discussions, it seems to me that it would be well worth
while for the Grand Lodge of Nebraska to make it possible for others
of its Grand Lodge officers, in addition to its Grand Master and Grand
Secretary, to attend these conferences. It would result in a better
understanding of our problems and a deeper knowledge of Freemasonry,
and should produce an improvement in the general condition of Free-
masonry in Nebraska.

As I was elected Chairman of the Conference of Grand Masters, it
will be necessary for me to return to Washington, in February next
year, when the Conference meets again, to convene the Conference and
preside until its officers are elected for the next year.

The Conference of Grand Secretaries was really more instructive
than the Conference of Grand Masters. There is very good reason for
this. Grand Secretaries are usually re-elected from year to year, so their
service to the Fraternity generally extends over a much longer period
of time, while Grand Masters very rarely hold office for more than one
year. Learning and wisdom come with years of experience, which Grand
Secretaries possess to a much greater degree than would be possible for
any Grand Master in the one or two or three years of his official service
to the Fraternity.

At the Conference of Grand Seecretaries, the subject discussed, which
interested me the most, was the “Lodge of Research”, as it exists in the
Grand Jurisdictions of New York and Oregon. A “Lodge of Research”
might not be practical in a large, rather sparsely settled state, but its
general underlying purpose and the benefits to be derived from a “Lodge
of Research”, at least as it is now operating in Oregon, might well be
adapted to our own state, by increasing the number of members, and
by broadening the scope and functions, of our Committee on Masonic
Education, as I am recommending to this Grand Lodge.

And may I tell you, now, that our own Grand Secretary, M. .W.".
Brother Lewis E. Smith, is onc of the best known, and most respected
and beloved Freemasons in the United States. It was quite a revelation
to me to observe the warmth of the greetings which he received from
other Masons in attendance at these Conferences, and the requests
for his counsel on matters involving the welfare of our Fraternity.
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THE GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL
MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION

While at Washington, D. C., for the Conference of Grand Masters
and Grand Seecretaries, it was also my privilege to attend the annual
meeting of The George Washington Masonic National Memorial Asso-
ciation, which was held in the auditorium of the Memorial on Shooters
Hill, on Washington’s Birthday.

Frankly, attendance at this meeting was embarrassing, because of
the fact that Nebraska is one of the Grand Jurisdictions in the United
States, which has not done its part toward the erection and completion
of this great Memorial to the Patron Saint of Freemasonry in the United
States.

It was hoped that every Mason in the United States would con-
tribute $1.00 toward the cost of construction and 70c¢ to a fund for the
maintenance of the Memorial. Ten Grand Jurisdiections have contributed
more than their per capita share. The little Grand Jurisdiction of New
Hampshire has alrcady contributed $3.35 per capita. Delaware, also a
small Grand Jurisdiction, contributed $2.19 per capita. Arizona, another
small Grand Jurisdiction, has contributed more than $1.70 per capita.
Our Grand Jurisdietion, thus far, has contributed only $24,375.99, or
72¢ per capita, based upon the present membership of 33,817 and not
upon the membership of 42,150 as of December 31, 1929,

M.".W.".Brother Louis A. Watres, Past Grand Master of Pennsyl-
vania, and President of The George Washington Masonic National Me-
morial Association, reported that approximately $4,000,000 had already
been spent for the grounds and building, and that it would require about
$458,000 more, according to estimates obtained, to complete and properly
equip the Memorial.

It is a reflection upon the standing and good name of Freemasonry
in the United States to allow this Masonic Memorial, so near the beau-
tiful capitol of our Nation, to go unfinished. Visitors at Washington,
who are shown the Memorial, are rather shocked to find it in its pres-
ent unfinished condition. It should be completed with as little delay
as possible.

It is my earnest hope that this Grand Lodge will find a way to
raise the funds with which to pay at least $1.00 per capita for each
Nebraska Mason, toward the completion of this magnificent Memorial
to the Father of our Country.

THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME

I have attended almost all of the regular monthly meetings of the
Board of Trustees of The Nebraska Masonic Home. These meetings are
usually very well attended.

The business affairs of the Home have been handled, with excellent
judgment, and with a fine sense of our obligations and responsibility, by
the Board of Trustees, and the management of the Home itself by W.".
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Brother William F. Evers, the Superintendent, is entitled to the very
highest commendation.

Thirty-three applications for admission to the Home were received
during the year. Twenty-three applications were approved; 6 were dis-
approved; 3 were withdrawn; and 1 was denied because the applicant
received an old age pension,

Because the capacity of the Home is taxed, it has been necessary to
care for 8 of these 23 applicants outside of the Home, so that now there
are 39 men and women, from or representing membership in 26 different
lodges, whose applications for admission to the Home have been ap-
proved, but who, because of lack of room, are receiving care or relief
outside of the Home,

I am sure you will be interested to know that on January 23, 1936,
whiech was the end of the Home’s fiscal year, there were 50 men, whose
average age was 78.7 years, and 48 women, whose average age was 73.95
years, then residing in the IHome, and that, during the year, there were
15 deaths, 8 men ‘and 7 women, whose average residence in the Home
was 4 years, 2 months and 10 days.

During the past 3 years, there has been an increase in the annual
per capita cost of maintaining and caring for those who are dependent
on us. In 1933 the per capita cost was $358.86. In 1934 it was $377.36.
And in 1935 it was $387.40, or a little more than $1.00 per day.

This inerease in cost is largely because so many of the residents
are hospital cases and require medical and nursing care in the Infirmary.
Forty-eight of the 98 residents of the Home were in the Infirmary on
January 23, 1936, and 8 more, who were then in the dormitory or Home
building, were hospital cases and should have received care in the In-
firmary, except for lack of room.

It is my recommendation that, if funds for its maintenance can be
found or provided, another unit to the Infirmary be erected during the
coming year, to relieve congestion and provide the proper hospitalization
for those who may need that care. Ample funds for the construction of
such a building or unit are available in our Building and Improvement
Fund.

The Nebraska Veteran Freemasons Association made a very worth-
while econtribution to the Home for the specific purpose of providing a
moving picture camera, projector and sereen, with which to take moving
pictures of interesting Masonic events and ceremonies, to show the resi-
dents of the Home and at meetings of Masons throughout this Granad
Jurisdiction.

I believe this gift, and the purchase of this equipment, will serve a
very useful and valuable purpose, not only in entertaining the residents
of the Home, but also in informing the Craft about our charitable work.

Of interest, also, is the fact that Brother Albert E, Baker, a mem-
ber of Oliver Lodge No. 38 of Seward, who is now a resident of the
Home, is the present holder of the Gold Jordan Medal. He was 92 years
of age on September 18, 1935, and has been a Mason for more than 71

years.
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THE MASONIC-EASTERN STAR HOME FOR CHILDREN

During the year, I have attended five meetings of the Board of
Trustees of The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children at Fremont.

There has been no change of any consequence in the management or
the affairs of this Home since our last annual communication. Certain
improvements have been made in the physical equipment of various
buildings, for which appropriations were made by the Grand Lodge and
by the Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star,-thus enabling
the Board of Trustees and the Superintendent to better care for the
children there.

The Board of Trustees with the capable assistance of the Superin-
tendent, Brother Elmer J. Hartmann, and the matrons of the different
homes, have given the children there splendid care, proper education and
fine religious training.

On January 1, 1936, there were 57 children living at the Home. Dur-
ing 1935, 10 children entered, and 11 children retired from the Home.

For the maintenance of this Home, the Grand Lodge, at its last an-
nual communication, appropriated $12,500, of which $11,500 has been
paid. The Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star appropriated
a like amount for maintenance. I recommend the same appropriation
from our Maintenance Fund, for the maintenance of the Home during
this mext year.

I approved payment of $1,100 of an appropriation of $1,200 from our
Orphang’ Educational Fund for the educational and vocational training
of children, formerly residents of the Home, as authorized at our last
annual communication. I recommend the same appropriation from our
Orphans’ Educational Fund, for the same purpose for this next year.

I concur in the opinion expressed by M. .W. .Brother Virgil R. John-
son, in his address at our last annual communication, that the Board
of Trustees of this Home should not plan to pay the cost of educating
the children beyond their sophomore year in college and that, if it is the
desire of any child to complete his or her college education, proper ar-
rangements should be made to permit the child to borrow the money
necessary for the completion of his or her college work from the Or-
phang’ Educational Fund, and for repayment of the loan after the child
leaves college, so part of our funds may revolve and be useful and avail-
able for the education of the children who may enter the Home in future
years.

At my visitations of lodges, I have made it a point to describe the
Home and the fine work which the Grand Lodge and the Grand Chapter
of the Order of the Eastern Star are doing there, and I have tried to
picture for the brethren the results obtained from the 25¢ which each
member of the craft contributes each year, as a part of his lodge dues,
toward the support of the children in this Home.

A few subordinate lodges are delinquent in the payment of their
obligations to the Home for clothing for the children who have been
admitted to the Home upon the recommendation of those lodges. As




268 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [OMAHA,

each of those lodges made a definite promise to pay $50.00 per year for
clothing for each child admitted to the Home on the lodge’s recommenda-
tion, I believe that the incoming Grand Master should investigate the
condition of those lodges, and require them to explain, or show cause,
why the lodge has not paid its debt to the Home, and, if the Grand
Master concludes that good reason exists for the failure of any such
lodge to pay its debt to the Home, that he so report to the Board of
Trustees of the Home, with his recommendation as to the disposition of
the balance which any such lodge may then owe the Home.

LODGE VISITATIONS

Because of the vast amount of Masonie work, largely routine and
administrative, which I have been obliged to do this past year, it has
been impossible for me to visit as many of the subordinate lodges as I
would have liked, and had hoped to be able to do. However, I did make
the following official visitations:

June 11, 1935, North Bend Lodge No. 119, at North Bend.

June 14, 1935, Washington Lodge No. 21, at Blair,

June 20, 1935, Bancroft Lodge No. 145, at Banecroft.

June 24, 1935, York Lodge No. 56, at York.

June 25, 1935, Fremont Lodge No. 15, at Fremont.

Sept. 27, 1935, Mizpah Lodge No. 302, at Omaha.

Sept. 30, 1935, Florence Lodge No. 281, at Omaha,

Oct. 1, 1935, Waterloo Lodge No. 102, at Waterloo.

Oct. 8, 1935, Riverside Lodge No. 269, at Belgrade.

Oct. 11, 1935, Oliver Lodge No, 38, at Seward.

Oct. 18, 1935, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268, at Omaha.

Oct. 19, 1935, Omaha Lodge No. 288, at Omaha.

Nov. 15, 1935, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268, at Omaha.

Nov. 18, 1935, Capitol Lodge No. 3, at Omaha.

Nov. 20, 1935, Washington Lodge No. 21, at Blair.

Nov. 21, 1935, Bee Hive Lodge No. 184, at South Omaha,

Nov. 26, 1935, Lincoln Lodge No. 19, at Lincoln.

Dec. 9, 1935, Seribner Lodge No. 132, at Scribner.

Deec. 27, 1935, Lancaster Lodge No. 54, at Lincoln.

Jan. 8, 1936, Joint installation of the officers of 8 Omaha Lodges,
at Omaha.

Jan. 10, 1936, John S. Bowen Lodge No. 232, at Kennard.

Jan. 17, 1936, George W, Lininger Lodge No. 268, at Omaha,

Jan, 20, 1936, Gilead Lodge No. 233, at Butte,

Jan, 21, 1936, Fremont Lodge No. 15, at Fremont.

Jan. 23, 1936, St. Johns Lodge No. 25, at Omaha.

Jan. 28, 1936, Auburn Lodge No, 124, at Auburn.

Mar. 12, 1936, Beatrice Lodge No. 26, at Beatrice.

Mar. 17, 1936, Samaritan Lodge No. 158, at Chadron.

Mar. 18, 1936, Robert W. Furnas Lodge No. 265, at Scottsbluff.

Mar. 25, 1936, Covert Lodge No. 11, at Omaha.
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April 2, 1936, Ashlar Lodge No. 33, at Grand Island.

April 8, 1936, Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6, at Plattsmouth.

April 21, 1936, Nebraska Lodge No. 1, at Omaha.

April 23, 1936, Hastings Lodge No. 50, at Hastings.

April 23, 1936, Midwest Lodge No. 317, at Hastings.

April 29, 1936, McCook Lodge No. 135, at McCook,

April 30, 1936, Bee Hive Lodge No. 184, at South Omaha.

May 4, 1936, Capitol Lodge No. 3, at Omaha.

May 20, 1936, Omaha Chapter No. 19, National Sojourners, at
Omabha.

May 28, 1936, Right Angle Lodge No. 303, at Omaha.

June 3, 1936, Wahoo Lodge No. 59, at Wahoo.

OTHER VISITATIONS

On June 12, 1935, accompanied by M.".W.".Brother Lewis E. Smith,
I visited the annual communication of our neighboring Grand Lodge of
Iowa, at Cedar Rapids. It was a most interesting meeting, where I was
privileged to meet many prominent Masons, to one of whom I shall
make reference later.

On September 17, 1935, again accompanied by M. .W. .Brother Lewis
E. Smith, I visited the annual communication of our neighboring Grand
Lodge of Colorado, at Denver, where I met other outstanding men, who
were actively interested in Freemasonry.

On September 24, 1935, again accompanied by M.".W.".Brother Lewis
E. Smith, I visited the One Hundred Fifteenth annual communication
of our neighboring Grand Lodge of Missouri, at St. Joseph. The attend-
ance at that meeting was probably the largest of any visited. It was
estimated that there were about 1,000 Masons in attendance. Many of
them were among the foremost citizens of Missouri, actively devoting
their time and talents to the furtherance of the great principles of our
Fraternity. Probably the most welecome distinguished guest at that
meeting was our own Grand Secretary, without whom some of the good
Missouri brethren said they would be unable to open the Grand Lodge of
Missouri,

On October 30 and 31, 1935, I accompanied M.".W.".Brother Lewis
E. Smith to Fort Worth, Texas, where he presided, with distinction to
himself and great eredit to the Grand Lodge of Nebraska, as President
of the Masonic Relief Association of the United States and Canada, at
its Twenty-first Biennial meeting. A program of unusual interest and
value to those who attended from all over the United States and Canada
had been arranged by M. .W. .Brother Smith, and it afforded your Grand
Master another opportunity to learn more about our common problems
and the objectives of Freemasonry. We Nebraskans may, and should be
very proud of the splendid manner in which the meeting of that Associa-
tion was conducted by our own Brother Lew.

M.".W.".Brother Virgil R. Johnson referred to me a very cordial in-
vitation from M.'.W.".Brother Walter L. Stockwell, Grand Seeretary
of the Grand Lodge of North Dakota, to attend the Forty-sixth annual
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communication of that Grand Lodge, which convened at Grand Forks
on June 8, 1935, but I was unable to aceept because of another engage-
ment,

I also received a cordial invitation from M. .W.".Brother John H,
Crooker, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas, to attend the One
Hundredth Communication of the Grand Lodge of Texas, at Waco, on
December 4, 1935, but, because of other engagements, it was impossible
for me to accept or attend. However, it was a real pleasure to meet
many of the Texas brethren at Fort Worth, at the meeting of The
Masonic Relief Association of the United States and Canada. They were
delightful hosts and very active in their Grand Jurisdiction.

As T was unable to attend the annual communication of the Grand
Lodge of Minnesota, held at St. Paul on January 15, 1936, or the annual
communication of the Grand Lodge of Kansas, held at Topeka on Feb-
ruary 19 and 20, 1936, I asked R.".W. .Brother Chancellor A. Phillips,
Deputy Grand Master, {o pay a fraternal visit to cach of these two
neighboring Grand Jurisdictions. This he very graciously consented to
do, and thus helped to build and maintain the fine fraternal relations,
which should, and do exist between the Masons of our neighboring Grand
Jurisdictions.

I accepted the invitation of M..W. .Brother Otto B. Roepke, Grand
Master of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, to attend a spe-
cial communication of that Grand Lodge, called for the purpose of cele-
brating the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the organiza-
tion of that Grand Lodge, the evening of February 19, 1936, which just
preeccded the opening of the Annual Conference of Grand Masters of
Masons at Washington. It was a memorable meeting, attended by the
Grand Masters and many other Grand Lodge officers of nearly all of the
Grand Jurisdictions in the United States.

As Grand Master, I was also invited to pay a fraternal visit, and
extend fraternal greetings at the Sixty-Ninth Annual Convocation of the
Grand Chapter, Royal Arch Masons, held here in Omaha on December
4, 1935, at which meeting W. .Brother J. Theodore Brammann presided
as Grand High Priest; and at the Sixty-fourth Annual Conclave of the
Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Nebraska, held at North Platte
on April 16 and 17, 1936, at which mecting M.".W. .Brother Lewis E.
Smith presided as Grand Commander.

As Grand Master, I was also invited to attend and extend fraternal
greetings at the Sixty-first Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of the
Order of the Iastern Star at Lincoln, on May 13, 1936. It was a de-
lightful occasion, attended by between 1,800 and 2,000 members of the
Star. The ceremony of initiation was most beautifully conducted by
Mrs. Margaret R. McPherson, Worthy Grand Matron, and Brother Harold
T. Landeryou, Worthy Grand Patron. Also attending this meeting were
M.".W. .Brothers Lewis E. Smith, John Wright, Ira C. Freet, Orville A.
Andrews, John R. Tapster, Archie M. Smith, and Virgil R. Johnson, all
Past Grand Masters, and R.".W. .Brother Chancellor A. Phillips, Deputy
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Grand Master, thus evidencing their approval of the fine cooperation,
whieh the Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star is giving to
the principles and charitable program of Freemasonry.

As Grand Master, I was invited by Omaha Chapter of the Order of
DeMolay to attend, and witness its initiation ceremony on May 22,
1936. And here I want to record my approval of the fine work these
boys are doing. They are keenly interested in the better and more
abiding principles of life. They are the material upon which Free-
masonry must hope to rest its future, after we have gone. They deserve
the encouragement, the active support and kindly guidance of all good
Masons.

As Grand Master, I was also invited by the Masters’ and Wardens’
Club of Omaha to accompany a large group of more than 200 Omaha
Masons to Des Moines, Towa, on April 18, 1936, and there witness the
exemplification of the Master Mason degrec on an Iowa candidate by
Nebraska Masons. It was a most interesting and enjoyable occasion.
The meeting was held in the Sc¢ottish Rite Cathedral at Des Moines,
under the authority of the charter of Moingona Lodge No. 63 of Des
Moines. M..W. .Brother John T, Ames, Grand Master of Iowa, and
several other Grand Lodge officers and Past Grand Masters of the Grand
Lodge of Towa were in attendance. M.".W. .Brother Ames informed me
that more than 1,000 Masons were present to witness the initiation. I
was extremely proud of the character of the work done by the various
officers who rtepresented the eleven Omaha Lodges, and who had been
selected and assigned by W. .Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian,
and by W.".Brother Byron S. Peterson, Deputy Custodian, to confer the
-degree and deliver the lectures and charge to the Iowa candidate. Reeip-
roeal meetings such as this, if possible to encourage, would do much to
renew and stimulate interest in Masonry, and more firmly bind together
the Masons of Nebraska and our neighboring Grand Jurisdictions. I
recommend a continuance and exchange of such Masonic visitations.

I also attended the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the Conseeration
of our beloved Grand Chaplain, V.".W. .Brother George Allen Beecher,
D. D., Bishop of Western Necbraska, at Hastings, Nebraska, on St.
Andrew’s Day, December 1, 1935. It was an occasion which I shall long
remember; a wonderful tribute to the love and affection with which
our dear Brother Beecher is held by the laity, as well as the clergy of his
‘Chureh. From modest Missions in western Nebraska, from the larger
parishes in Omaha and Lincoln, and from Minneapolis as well, including,
also, many who were not members of his Chureh, came friends of our
Brother to extend personal greetings and best wishes and show their
appreciation of the great service which he has rendered in the ministry
-of his Church.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AMENDMENTS TO THE LAW

Because I have been requested to make so many decisions, I have
been able to get a fair “bird’s eye view” of our By-Laws, as they now
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exist, and believing that changes in the law, which I am recommending,
will result in the future welfare of our Fraternity, and will simplify the
task of succeeding Grand Masters, I submit them to you with the earnest
hope that they may be approved and become effective at this session of
the Grand Lodge.

1. T recommend the amendment of Section 8, by the addition of a
new subsection, or an additional sentence, authorizing and providing for
the appointment by the Grand Master, upon the recommendation of the
Grand Custodian, of not less than 15, nor more than 25 Deputy Custodians,
to assist the Grand Custodian in supervising the work, lectures and ritual,
and providing for the payment to each Deputy Custodian of a per diem
of $5.00, while conducting schools of instruction, and for the payment of
the same mileage and per diem, when they attend annual communications
of the Grand Lodge, as other accredited representatives to the Grand
Lodge. This is done now, but without authority of law.

2. T recommend the amendment of the first paragraph of Section 9,
by increasing the Committee on Masoniec Education from 5 to not less
than 5, nor more than 25 members, as I believe the present weakness of
our system of Masonic education is the lack of outstanding Masons who
have the ability and willingness to study ¥reemasonry and then deliver
addresses before the lodges in this Grand Jurisdiction, interpreting to
the Craft the real truths and eternal principles symbolized by Free-
masonry. Similar committees in other Grand Jurisdictions are called a
“Lodge of Rescarch”, as in Oregon, or ““The Masonic Service Committee”,
as in Towa, or the “Board of General Activities”, as in New York.

3. I recommend the amendment of Sections 27 and 27-A, by en-
larging the field of investment of the funds of the Grand Lodge, to con-
form to the laws of this State, in reference to investment of the trust
funds of life insurance companies. In my opinion Section 27-A limits
the character of our investments too much, and I believe that it will be-
come increasingly more difficult to invest in the kinds of securities now
limited by this By-Law.

4. I recommend the amendment of Section 36-A, by substituting the
word “calendar” for “lunar” in the fifth line, as it is so much easier to
ascertain the right date of a “calendar” month, than of a “lunar” month.

5. I recommend the repeal of Section 54, which provides:

“The Master of each Lodge shall have this code of the By-
Laws, and also the trial code, read in his Lodge, at least once during
each year.”

because strict compliance with this By-Laws is impractical and tiresome
and is probably breached by almost every Master of every Lodge in this
Grand Jurisdietion, year after year. Nor do I believe that the reading
of the By-Laws accomplishes the desired purpose. I think it would be
far more logical and effective to require all Master Masons to memorize
Sections 147 and 148 of the By-Laws, which describe and enumerate the
various Masonic offenses, or at least require them to certify on their
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honor as Masons that they have read Sections 147 and 148, before they
are entitled to receive certificates of good standing or proficiency.

6. 1 recommend the amendment of Section 70, in reference to pro-
hibited “Meeting Places” of Lodges, by substituting for the word
“saloon”, in the second line, the words “a cafe, restaurant, drug store,
liquor store, or any other kind of store where intoxicating liquors are
sold by the drink”, because the old “saloon”, as it was formerly known
and termed, no longer exists,

7. I recommend the amendment of Section 72, in reference to
“Meetings” of a lodge, by inserting the words “or a copy thereof”, after
the words “or a photostatic copy thereof”, because I believe that either
the original charter, or a photostatic copy thereof, or a certified copy
thereof, is all that should be required of a lodge for a regular meeting.
If this recommendation is approved, it will save a number of subordinate
lodges the unnecessary expense of having made a photostatic copy of the
charter of the lodge.

8. I rccommend the amendment of Section 83, in referemce to
“Remission” of dues, by adding thereto the words “before he is sus-
pended”, to clarify and reconcile this section with the provisions of See-
tion 213 (both first and second paragraphs), in reference to reinstate-
ment of a brother, suspended for non-payment of dues.

9. I recommend the amendment of Section 86, in reference to “min-
imum fees”, by striking the words “admission or” from the eighteenth
line, because the inclusion of these two words is in confliet with first
paragraph of Section 81, which provides that “‘Each subordinate lodge
shall eollect and transmit to the Grand Lodge with its annual returns,
Ten Dollars ($10.00) from each Master Mason affiliating therewith during
the year covered by said returns.”

10. I recommend the amendment of Section 89-D, relating to
“Badge for Mason of 50 Years”, by adding thereto “and all such Master
Masons shall be exempt from the payment of further dues to the Grand
Lodge, after they have been Master Masons in good standing for a period
of 50 years”, because I believe that, when a man has been a Master
Mason in good standing for a period of 50 years, and has paid dues for
the support of his lodge and Masonic charities for that period, he is en-
titled to something more tangible than a badge, and, having lived
for more than “three score years and ten”, he probably has reached an
age when his ability to work and earn the money with which to pay
dues has about reached the vanishing point.

11. I recommend the clarification of the second paragraph of Sec-
tion 101, relative to “Waiver” of jurisdiction, because it conflicts with
the provisions of Seetion 99, which fixes the “residence required of a peti-
tioner for the degrees”. This was involved in the decision, which I ren-
dered the Master of York Lodge No. 56.

12. I recommend the amendment of Section 104-A, relating to the
official receipt of a petition for initiation or affiliation, by adding the
words “either by vote of the members present, or by declaration of the
Master if no objection is made by any member present”, for clarity.
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13. I recommend the amendment of Section 106, relating to “Grounds
for Disqualification”, by substituting the word “manufacture” for the
word “sale” in the second line. The word “manufacture” appears in the
Editions of our Law, printed in 1906, 1907, 1910, 1912, 1915, 1919 and
1922, but, inadvertently, I am sure, the word “sale” was printed in the
Editions of 1929 and 1934. This was clearly a typographical error, as
the word “sale” is again used in the third line of this same Section.

14. I recommend the amendment of the second paragraph of Sec-
tion 138, in reference to “Demits, How Obtained”, by substituting the
words “and if no charges have been, or should be preferred against the
petitioner” for the words “and if, after opportunity is given, no charges
are preferred against the petitioner”; in the second and third lines of the
seeond paragraph, because, in several instances, I was informed that de-
mits had been granted to Masons who were then engaged in the sale of
beer or other intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and no charges were
preferred against them even after opportunity was given. If this recom-
mendation is approved, as I hope it will be, it will end the practice of
issuing demits to brethren who are guilty of unmasoniec conduct, but
against whom no charges have been preferred. It will “stop the gap”,
through which the Masters and Wardens of some lodges have cvaded
their responsibility to see that our Masonic laws arc obeyed and en-
forced.

15. I recommend the amendment of Subsection “a” of Section 148,
enumerating certain Masonie offenses, by substituting the words “which
the Grand Master decides involve moral turpitude”, for the words “and
involving moral turpitude” to elarify this subsection and fix responsibility
for striet obedience to “the laws of the land”.

16. I recommend the amendment of Subsection ‘‘d” of Section 148,
which enumerates “Engaging in the manufacture of intoxicating liquors,
including wine and beer, or the sale of such liquors as a beverage”, as a
specific Masonic offense, to conform to the decisions, if approved, which
I have rendered during the year, and have reported to this Grand Lodge.

17. T recomniend the amendment of Section 149, relating to the ex:
tent of the disciplinary power of a lodge, by striking the words “to try
and” from the second line of the first paragraph and from the first line
of the second paragraph of this section, as it is the duty of the Trial
Commission, not the duty of the lodge, to try a Mason, who has been
charged with any Masonic offense.

18. I recommend the amendment of Section 150-A, relating to trials
of Masons, so it will read: “An Entered Apprentice Mason, a Fellow
Craft Mason, a suspended Mason, and an unaffiliated Mason may be tried
in the same way as a Master Mason, for any Masonic offense”, as this
Section needs eclarification and should specifically cover the case of a
Mason who seeks to avoid his obligation to obey Masonic law by peti-
tioning for, and receiving his demit, before charges of unmasonic con-
duct have been actually preferred against him, as occurred in several
instances during the past year.
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19. I recommend the amendment of Section 160, relating to “Notice
to Aeccused”, to provide that the accused brother may, in writing, accept
or waive the service of notice,

20. T recommend the amendment of Section 171, relating to “Order
of Trial” by striking from lines 17, 18, 19 and 20, the words “except
where penalty for the offense is one fixed by the law of the jurisdiction,
in which casc the penalty shall be the one the law prescribes”, as this
provision is inconsistent with Section 181, which enumerates the various
Masonic penalties and vests, in the Trial Commission, the diseretionary
power of fixing one of four penalties, “adequate to the offense”, in the
order of thecir severity: “Expulsion, indefinite suspension, definite sus-
pension, and reprimand”, and no others.

21, I recommend the amendment of Section 209, relating to “Peti-
tion for Restoration” by striking from lines 5, 6, and 7 the words “at
which the accused, if a resident member, shall be notified to attend”,
because the words quoted are contrary to the law, which forbids Masons
in good standing from conversing Masonically with a Mason who has
been expelled. Furthermore, there is no reason why an expelled Mason
should be permitted to attend a meeting of a lodge before which his
petition for restoration to membership will be considered.

22, I reecommend the amendment of Section 210, by substituting
the words “if the petitioner is not then violating Masonic law, he”, for
the words “the petitioner” in the sixth line of this section. If this
amendment is approved, as I hope it will be, no lodge can reinstate a
brother who has been “indefinitely suspended” for unmasonic conduct
because of the sale of beer or other intoxicating liquors as a beverage,
while he so continues in violation of our Masonic law. It will avoid
such a situation as arose during the term of M. .W. .Brother Virgil R.
Johnson, where a lodge reinstated a brother who had been found “guilty”
of unmasonie condnet by a trial commission, which had fixed the penalty
as “indefinite suspension”, and where the suspended brother continued to
scll beer, requiring the preferring of new charges against the rein-
stated brother, and a second trial by another trial commission, resulting
in added expense for the lodge and the Grand Lodge to pay, and loss
of time for members of the new Trial Commission.

23. I recommend the amendment of Section 213 (Second Paragraph),
relating to Reinstatement of Masons who have been suspended for three
or more years, by substituting the word “seven” for the word ‘“three” in
the second line, and by substituting the words ‘“upon a favorable vote
of two-thirds of the members present at a regular meeting”, for the
words ‘“on unanimous vote” in the fourth line, because I think each
subordinate lodge should be encouraged to make every reasonable effort
to secure the reinstatement of members, who have been suspended for
non-payment of dues within the past seven years, a period during which
many Masons felt themselves unable to pay dues because of the financial
depression, followed by several years of drought in this agrieultural
state, and, further, because I can see no logical reason for requiring a

Labe deioe ool B
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“unanimous vote” in favor of reinstatement of a brother who has been
suspended for nonpayment of dues, when a favorable ‘“vote of two-
thirds” of the members present at a regular meeting of the lodge is all
that is required for the recommendation of a lodge for restoration to
membership of an “expelled” Mason, under the provisions of Section
209, and for the reinstatement of a Mason who has been “indefinitely
suspended” for any and all other causes except non-payment of dues,
under the provisions of Section 210.

24. 1 also recommend the amendment of Section 213 (Second para-
graph) of our By-Laws by substituting the words “Grand Lodge Com-
mittee on Reinstatements” for the words ““Grand Master” in the fifth
line, and such other changes in the subsequent wording of Section 213
(Second paragraph) as may be necessary to vest in the Grand Lodge
Committee on Reinstatements the power of approval of applications for
reinstatement, subject to the right of appeal to the Grand Lodge, or to
the Grand Master between annual communications of the Grand Lodge,
in case of the disapproval of an application for reinstatement by the
Grand Lodge Committee on Reinstatements, conforming to what I have
previously stated under the chapter heading: “REINSTATEMENT OF
MEMBERS SUSPENDED FOR MORE THAN THREE YEARS”.

DECISIONS

During the year, I have been asked to render a great many deei-
sions. A large number involved the construction of Subsection “d” of
Section 148 of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, which defines and de-
clares to be a Masonic offense:

“Engaging in the manufaeture of intoxicating liquors, including

wine and beer, or the sale of such liquors as a beverage.”

This has been the law, in its present phraseology and punctuation,
since 1906, possibly since 1905 or 1904, but, apparently, was rarely vio-
lated by Masons until after the enactment of our present state law, re-
lating to alecoholic liquors, at the 1935 session of the Nebraska legis-
lature.

The requests for such decisions have been so numerous that I shall
not undertake to separately state each onme.

A Mason may not do indirectly what Masonie law prohibits him from
doing directly. The law in this Grand Jurisdiction, forbidding Masons
from “engaging” in the manufacture or sale of beer or wine or other
intoxicating liquors as a beverage, has existed for so many years that
it has become a landmark, circumsecribing the conduct of all Masons,

The present Nebraska liquor law authorizes the issuance of licenses
to sell beer and /or aleoholic liquors by the package and/or by the drink,
and on or off the premises, not only by individuals, but also copartner-
ships, corporations and clubs. I have tried to be fair and just to all
Masons, but it has been my duty to perform, with fidelity, the obligation
which I solemnly assumed, when I was installed as Grand Master, to see
that our Masonic laws were obeyed and enforced in this Grand Juris-
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diction. Therefore, with a sincere desire to be fair and just to all, and
to show favoritism toward none, I have rendered my decisions, which
may be summarized as follows:

1. T have held that no Mason could “engage” in the manufacture
or sale, as a beverage, of beer or wine or other intoxicating liquors,
without rendering himself liable to answer charges of unmasonic conduct.

2. T have held that a Mason who was a member of a “co-partner-
ship”, which applied for and was issued a license to sell beer or wine or
other intoxicating liquors, and sold beer or wine or other intoxicating
liquors as a beverage, was amenable to Masonic prosecution for unmasonie
conduct, because our civil courts hold that the acts of a copartnership
are the acts of, and are binding upon the partners, and because I believe
that a Mason should not be permitted to do indirectly what he is pro-
hibited from doing direetly.

3. I have held that a Mason who was a member of the Board of
Directors, or a managing officer of a “corporation”, which applied for
and was issued a license to manufacture or sell beer or wine or other
intoxicating liquors, and which manufactured or sold beer or wine or
other intoxicating liquors as a beverage, was amenable to Masonie pro-
gecution for unmasonic conduct, because, following the decisions of our
civil courty, the direcctors and other managing officers of a corporation
are responsible for the acts of the corporation, and because I hold that
a Mason may not do indirectly what he is prohibited from doing directly,
and I also believe that the formation of a corporation, which is merely
a legal association of individuals, should not be made a convenient sub-
terfuge for those who cared so little for their Masonic obligations, and
for the principles for which Masonry stands and has stood for so many
years, that they were willing to hide behind a “corporation”, or form a
“corporation”, and by means of a “corporation” circumvent their duty to
obey our Masonic law,

4. In the case of “clubs”, which, as far as I know, are all ineor-
porated, I have held that the same principles apply, with respeet to
Masons who are members of the Board of Directors or other managing
officers of an incorporated club, as I have held in reference to Masons
who were members of the Board of Directors or other managing officers
of a “corporation”, and for the same reasoms. With respect to clubs, I
have held that the clement of “profit” or “loss”, resulting from the sale
of beer or wine or other intoxicating liquors as a beverage, is not the
controlling factor, and should not form the basis of a decision as to
whether or not there had been a violation of Masonic law, as the law
of this Grand Jurisdiction forbids Masons from “engaging” either in the
manufacture or the sale of beer, wine or other intoxicating liquors as a
beverage, becausc of the well-known consequences of over-indulgence in
intoxicating liquors, not because of the element of “profit” or “loss”
resulting from the manufacture or sale of beer or wine or other intoxi-
cating liquors as a beverage.
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5. In the case of a Mason who is a minority stockholder of a cor-
poration, which manufactures or sells beer, wine or other intoxicating
liquors as a beverage, I have held that he is not subject to diseipline
for unmasonie conduct for the violation of Subsection “d” of Section
148, because the directors and other managing officers of a corporation
are the ones legally responsible for the policies and acts of a cor-
poration, and because a stockholder, who is not a director or managing
officer of the corporatiom, usually has little, if anything, to say about
the business policies and acts of the corporation, and because I have
held that the element of “profit” or “loss”, resulting from the manufac-
ture or sale of beer, wine or other intoxicating liqours as a beverage,
is not the controlling factor.

6. Construing Section 70, which prohibits a lodge from meeting in a
“hall over a saloon”, I held that it was not a violation of Masonic law
for a lodge to meet in a hall over a restaurant or cafe or drug store, in
which beer or other intoxicating liquors were sold, unless they were
sold, as a beverage, by the drink. However, I have held that a lodge
cannot meet in a hall over a “liquor store”, in which all, or practically
all of the merchandise offered for sale, is intoxicating liquors.

7. I have held that Section 106 prohibits a lodge from initiating
a petitioner for the degrees, who was employed as a eclerk in a drug
store, which was selling intoxicating liquors as a beverage, if such clerk,
as a part of his duties, actually sells intoxicating liquors as a beverage.

8. Construing Section 106, I have also held that a prospective peti-
tioner for the degrees was disqualified by reason of the fact that he
worked in a restaurant, which was operated in connection with a pool
hall and a beer parlor, separated only by a sliding door, in which beer
was sold, and in which the prospective petitioner served beer when or-
dered by customers of the restaurant or pool hall.

9. Construing Section 138, I have held that a lodge should not grant
a demit to ome of its members, who was selling beer, or intoxicating
liquors as a beverage, at the time he applied for a demit, notwithstanding
the fact that mo charges had been preferred, or were pending against
the brother when he petitioned for the demit.

10. Construing Subsection ‘““d” of Section 148, early in my term of
office, I held that a Mason who was employed as a chemist for a dis-
tillery, was not guilty of unmasonic conduet, and, therefore, not subjeect
to Masonie discipline. I mow believe that this decision was wrong and
should be disapproved.

11. Construing Subsection “d” of Section 148, I held that a Mason,
who was working (1) as manager of, or (2) as a pharmacist in, a drug
store, which sold intoxicating liquors as a beverage, was subjeet to dis-
cipline for unmasonie conduct, if he actually sold such intoxicating
liquors as a part of his duties.

12. Construing Subsection “d” of Section 148 and Section 150-A,
I held that a Mason, who had been suspended for non-payment of dues,
in December, 1933, and who was actively engaged in the sale of beer,
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was subjeet to discipline for unmasonie conduct.

13. Construing Subsection “d” of Section 148 and Section 149, 1
held that “near beer”, if it did not contain 3.2 per cent or more of
aleohol by weight, was not an “intoxicating liquor”, and that a Kansas
Mason, now vesiding in Nebraska, was not subject to discipline, in
Nebraska, for selling “near beer”.

14. Construing Subsection “d” of Section 148, I held that a Mason,
who was a druggist, and who sold intoxicating liquors for medicinal pur-
poses only, and not as a beverage, was not guilty of unmasonie conduct,
and, therefore, was not subjeet to discipline.

15. Following the action of the Grand Lodge in 1897, approving
Decision No. 34 of M.".W. .Brother Charles J. Phelps, after inserting
the word “knowingly”, I held that it is a Masonic offense for a brother
to “knowingly” rent a building for a “beer parlor”, as there is very
little, if any, difference between a “beer parlor” and the old “saloon”.

16. Construing Subsection “d” of Section 148 and Section 213, in
answer to a request for an opinion, received from the Secretary of
Seneca Lodge No. 284, T held that charges of unmasonic conduct should
not be preferred against a former member, who had been suspended
for non-payment of dues for three or more years, and who was now en-
gaged in the sale of beer, because of Section 213 (Second paragraph). 1
now think that this decision was wrong, because Section 150-A provides
that “a suspended Mason” may be tried in the same way as a Master
Mason who is affiliated, for any Masonic offense. Therefore, I think
this decision should be disapproved.

17. Construing Sections 149 and 151, T held that a Nebraska lodge
had the power and jurisdiction to prefer charges of unmasonie conduet
against a Mason, who was 2 member of a Wyoming lodge, but who re-
sided or sojourned within the territorial jurisdiction of the Nebraska
lodge.

18. Construing Section 106, and following Decision No. 3 of M.".W.".
Brother Virgil R. Johnson, which was approved by the Grand Lodge at its
78th annual communication, I held that a prospective petitioner for the
degrees, whose left arm, lost in ¥France was off about five inches below
the shoulder, was disqualified for the degrees.

19. Construing Section 106, and following Decision No. 3 of M.".W.".
Brother Virgil R. Johnson, which was approved by the Grand Lodge at
its 78th annual communication, I held that a prospective petitioner for
the degrees, who had lost his left hand just above the wrist, and whose
right arm was slightly stiff, was disqualified for the degrees.

20. Construing Section 99, in answer to an inquiry from the Secre-
tary of James A. Tulleys Lodge No. 267, at Overton, as to whether or
not a young ecivil engineer, working for the State of Nebraska, who
was born and raised in Overton, who had always claimed Overton as his
home, and who desired to become a Mason, could petition James A.
Tulleys Lodge No. 267 for initiation, I held that the residence or
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domicile of the prospective petitioner was at Overton, and that he was
entitled to petition James A. Tulleys Lodge for the degrees, unless he
had actually claimed some other place as his residence or domicile, by
voting at such other place, while away from Overton in connection with
his work.

21. Construing Sections 99, 100 and 104-A, in answer to an inquiry
from the Master of Evening Star Lodge No. 49, at Sutton, in which I
was informed that a man at Sutton, about to move to Oregon, wished to
petition Evening Star Lodge No. 49 for the degrees, before leaving
Sutton, and, if his petition was approved, that he wished to have his
degrees conferred by a lodge in Oregon, I held that, if the man left
Sutton, with the intention of establishing his permanent residence in
Oregon, before his petition for initiation had been “officially received”
by  Evening Star Lodge, that is, before it had been “read and formally
accepted by the lodge at a regular meeting”, Evening Star Lodge would
have lost jurisdietion.

22, Construing Sections 99 and 101, I held that Washington Lodge
No. 21 at Blair, could not ballot upon the petition for initiation of a
man, who had moved to Blair in September, 1935, and had not resided
continuously within the jurisdiction of that Lodge for “twelve months
immediately preceding” the receipt of the petition, as the Grand Lodge,
AF.".& A" M.". of North Carolina claimed that Mount Vernon Lodge
No. 359, at Oriental, North Carolina, wherc the man formerly resided,
had no jurisdiction over the pectitioner after he left the state of North
Carolina, and, therefore, could not waive jurisdietion in favor of Wash-
ington Lodge No. 21.

23. Construing Section 99 and the second paragraph of Section 101,
which was adopted as an amendment to Seetion 101 at the annual com-
munication of the Grand Lodge, held in 1928, I held that Exeter Lodge
No. 283, could not ballot upon the petition for initiation of a man, who
had resided at York long enough to establish a Masonic residence there,
who had moved to Exeter, but had not resided at Exeter for “twelve
months immediately preceding” the receipt of his petition for initiation,
unless York Lodge No. 56 granted a waiver of jurisdietion to Exeter
Lodge No. 283.

24. Answering an inquiry received from the Secretary of Harmony
Lodge No. 321, I held that a lodge might request a waiver of jurisdiction
over a petitioner for the degrees of an Entered Apprentice or a Fellow
Craft as often as the lodge requesting such waiver of jurisdiction deemed
it advisable, since there was no provision in the By-Laws of the Grand
Lodge covering the point in question,

25. Construing Section 125, in answer to an inquiry from the
Master of Ogallala Lodge No. 159, I held that an objection to advance-
ment of a Fellow Craft Mason remains in effect until it is overruled, or
until the objector withdraws it, or dies, or ceases to be a member in
good standing of the lodge, or until the objector has been adjudged in-
sane by the proper civil authorities, and remains insane for one year
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after such adjudication of insanity, the same as Section 124 now pro-
vides. The objecting brother having recently passed away, I also held
that the brother should not be permitted to advance, without petitioning
anew for advancement and that the new petition must be referred and
regularly acted upon, in the usual course, as the last sentence of Section
125 now provides.

26. Construing Section 66, in answer to a request from the Secretary
of Harmony Lodge No., 321, I held that the required “examination in
open lodge” might be made either at a regular, or at a special communi-
cation of the lodge.

27. Construing the last sentence of Section 115, which provides that
“an interval of four weeks shall intervene between the conferring of
degrees”, and following Decision No. 11 of M. .W. .Brother Frank .
Woodland, appearing in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge for 1929,
page 24, I answered an inquiry received from a brother at Hastings,
and held that, if one degree was conferred on Thursday evening, the
following degree could not be conferred on the Thursday evening four
weeks later. However, if we were to follow analogous provisions of
our state statutes, in computing time, by which the first day is excluded
and the last is included, an interval of four weeks would have elapsed
between the conferring of one degree on Thursday evening, and the con-
ferring of the following degree on Thursday evening four weeks later.

28, Construing Section 104-A, which provides:

“A petition for initiation or affiliation has been officially received

by a lodge when it has been read and formally accepted by the lodge

at a regular meeting.”
I held that the words “formally accepted by the lodge” technically re-
quired a motion to accept the petition and a vote on the motion by the
members of the lodge, who were present at the “regular meeting” at
which the petition was read, but I also held that, if the Master asked
whether or not there were any objections to the acceptance of the peti-
tion, and if no objections were stated by any member present, the
Master had the right to declare the petition accepted and then refer it
to an investigating committee, without a formal vote of the members of
the lodge, because Section 52 provides that “the powers of the Master
are absolute in his lodge.”

29. Construing Section 86, in answer to a request for an opinion, re-
ceived by the Grand Secretary from the Secretary of Thistle Lodge No.
61, I held that a subordinate lodge cannot waive or remit the fees of a
Minister of the Gospel, who desired to petition for the degrees, as our
law fixes the “minimum fees” for all of the subordinate lodges, and re-
quires that the fees, fixed by the by-laws of the lodge, at the date the
candidate’s petition is received, shall be “actually paid” before the de-
gree may be “conferred on any person”.

30. Construing Sections 86 and 115, in answer to a request for an
opinion, received by the Grand Secretary from the Sceretary of Crafts-
men Lodge No. 314, I held that Section 86 did not conflict with Seetion
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115, and that the fees which might be charged for succeeding degrees
must be those in force at the time the petition for advancement is re-
ceived by the lodge, rather than the fees in force at the time the peti-
tion was received for the degree of an Entered Apprentice.

31. Construing the first paragraph of Section 213, in answer to a re-
quest for an opinion, received from the Secretary of Seneca Lodge No.
284, T held that a brother who had been legally suspended in December,
1934, for the non-payment of his dues for that year, could not be re-
quired to pay dues for 1936, before January 1, 1936, as a condition pre-
cedent to reinstatement, because Section 85-A provides that the dues for
1936 were not payable until January 1, 1936.

32. Construing Sections 81, 82, 83, 183 and 213, in answer to an in-
quiry, received from the Senior Warden of East Lincoln Lodge No. 210,
I held that Grand Lodge dues, which were included in the lodge dues
of a member of a subordinate lodge who had been suspended for non-pay-
ment of dues, and which the subordinate lodge had paid to the Grand
Lodge, could not be remitted, because the brother had been suspended for
non-payment of those dues.

33. Construing Sections 80, 82, 138 and 141, in answer to a request
for a ruling, received from the Master of James A. Tulleys Lodge No.
267, I held that the words “clear on the books”, appearing in Seetion 138,
were intended to mean, and did mean all dues which were delinquent
or due “to the end of the month in which he (the applicant for a demit)
is demitted”, and did not include the full amount of the annual dues to
the Grand Lodge, as the subordinate lodge would not have been liable
to the Grand Lodge, if a demit were granted, because the demitted
brother would not be reported as a member in good standing in the lodge
to which he applied for his demit, on the following December 31st. In
other words, I held that the petitioner for a demit should only be re-
quired to pay his delinquent dues and that proportion of his dues for the
current year to the end of the month in which his petition for a demit
was received by the subordinate lodge to which he then belonged.

34. Construing Sections 83 and 213 (Second paragraph), in connec-
tion with an application for reinstatement of a former member of Crafts-
men lodge No. 314, who had been suspended for non-payment of dues
for more than three years, where the lodge had accepted payment of
Grand Lodge dues for the period of delinquency and dues for the current
year, and where the lodge had voted to remit the balance of his delin-
quent dues, I held that Section 83 permitted a subordinate lodge, by a
majority vote, to “remit all or any part of a member’s dues”, only before
the lodge voted to suspended the brother for non-payment of dues, and
that Section 213 (Second paragraph) required a brother applying for re-
instatement, after suspension for three years or more, to pay, or cause
to be paid all of the delinquent dues for which he was suspended, as the
first paragraph of Section 213 requires a brother, who has been suspended
for non-payment of dues, to “pay or cause the same to be paid within
three years of the date of such suspension.”
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35. Construing Section 72, in answer to a request for a decision re-
ceived from W. .Brother Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian, in which I
was informed that the original charter of Grafton Lodge No. 172, is now
in the vault in the office of the Grand Secretary, and that a copy of the
charter, which had been sent to the lodge when the original was issued,
is framed and hangs in the lodge room, and in which I was asked whether
such a copy is sufficient authority for the lodge to hold legal meetings,
or whether the lodge must have the original charter, or a photostatic copy
of the original charter in the lodge room, to hold legal meetings, I held
that either “the original charter of a lodge or a photostatic copy thereof,
duly certified by the Grand Master and Grand Secretary, under the seal
of the Grand Lodge”, must be present in the lodge room at all meetings
of the lodge.

36. Construing Sections 88, 88-A and 89-A, in answer to a request
for an opinion, received from the Secretary of Wisner Lodge No. 114,
I granted my permission to the members of that Lodge to sponsor the
raising of a fund for the purpose of enabling a little girl at Wisner, to
receive treatment for a defeect of speech, resulting from an accident
when she was a small child, but held that the funds of the lodge could
not be used for this purpose, and that the lodge could not become obli-
gated for continuing contributions for the very commendable purpose
of helping this little girl.

37. Construing Section 88, in answer to a request for an opinion,
received by the Grand Seeretary from the Treasurer of Frank Weleh
Lodge No. 75, I held that, however desirable the cause might be, a con-
tribution or donation to “Jobs Daughters” could not be made lawfully, by
the lodge, from lodge funds, as such donation would not be for “strictly
Masonic purposes”.

38. Construing Section 88, in answer to a request received from the
Secretary of Magnolia Lodge No. 220, I held that the lodge could not
contribute lodge funds for the purpose of purchasing uniforms for the
Emerson Public School Band, as such a contribution would not be for
“strictly Masonic purposes”.

39. Construing Section 88, in answer to a request received from a
member of Wymore Lodge No, 104, I held that the Lodge could not be-
come a member of the Delegate Civie Association of Wymore, which was
being organized for the purpose of pushing a community house, organized
playgrounds and similar projects, because the By-Laws of the Delegate
Civic Association provided that “each organization maintaining a mem-
ber through a delegate shall be assessed $1.00 per year to pay current
expenses”, and such an assessment would not be for “strictly Masonic
purposes”.

40. In response to a letter, received from the President of the Mas-
ters’ and Wardens’ Club of Omaha, asking whether or not the Masons of
Omaha could accept an invitation, received from the Masters’ and
Wardens’ Council of Des Moines, to visit a Masonie lodge in Des Moines,
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and there confer the Master Mason degree on an Iowa candidate, I held
that the conferring of the degree upon an Jowa candidate by Nebraska
Masons would not constitute the violation of Section 130-A of the By-
Laws of our Grand Lodge, and I recommended the acceptance of the
invitation, because I believed it would encourage the exchange of fra-
ternal visits between the Masons of Iowa and Nebraska, and would stim-
ulate a greater interest in Freemasonry.

TRIALS BY COMMISSIONS

A total of 168 complaints, or charges and specifications against
Masons for unmasonie conduct, have been received from 73 lodges, dur-
ing the year. Trial Commissions were appointed by the Grand Master.
Trials resulted in the .expulsion of 74 brethren, the indefinite suspension
of 22 brethren, the definite suspension of 2 brothers, the administration
of a reprimand to 1 brother, and the dismissal of the charges against 10
brethren. At the time of the preparation of this report, there were 59
cases pending, no reports having been received by the Grand Master from
the Trial Commissions or the Secretaries of the lodges of which these
59 accused brethren were members.

The Grand Secretary reports that appeals have been perfected to
the Grand Lodge from the findings and judgments of the Trial Commis-
sions in 8 cases. All such appeals have been referred to the Grand Lodge
Committee on Grievances, for its consideration and report at this com-
munieation.

The charges which were preferred against 6 of the 167 brethren in-
volved the violation of Subsection “a” of Section 148, which enumerates
as a Masonic offense:

“All acts prohibited by the laws of the land”.

The charge preferred against one brother involved the misappropria-
tion of the funds of his lodge.

The charges which were preferred against the other 161 brethren
involved the violation of Subsection “d” of Section 148, which enumerates
as a Masonic offense:

“Engaging in the manufacture of intoxicating liquors, including
wine and beer, or the sale of such liquors as a beverage.”

Charges and speeifications should be preferred against several other
unaffiliated brethren, to whom demits were issued by the lodges to which
they formerly belonged, notwithstanding the fact that they were then
engaged in the sale of beer, wine or other intoxicating liquors as a
beverage.

This has been a most unusual year in the number of complaints
which the Grand Master has received. It is to be hoped that there will
never be another year like it, but our Masonic laws must be obeyed, or
they should be repealed. The work of the Grand Master, particularly
his correspondence, has been enormous. A better method should be
adopted for the handling of the trials of brethren against whom charges
of unmasonie conduct may be preferred.
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I believe that a permanent or standing committee, or trial commis-
sion, consisting of five or seven members, living in different parts of this
Grand Jurisdiction, would be much better than the present method of ap-
pointing a trial commission for each case, or a trial commission for the
trial of several cases originating in the same lodge. The Grand Juris-
diction of Kansas has a permanent or standing trial eommission, and I
would like to see the Kansas plan adopted in this Grand Jurisdiction. It
would result in the saving of a great deal of time. There would be
greater uniformity of trial procedure, and more uniform penalties would
be imposed where brethren are found guilty of the same Masonic
offense. If the members of such a permanent or standing committee, or
trial commission, were selected because of their respective plaecs of
residence, as well as their fitness to serve as trial commissioners, it
would save expensc, trials would be more promptly held, and with better
results, than under the present system of trial by the many different
trial commissions which I have had to appoint.

If this recommendation meets with favor, it would probably require
an amendment of Section 9, of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, which
enumerates the various Grand Lodge Committees, also the amendment
of certain sections of the Masonie Trial Code.

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

1. I recommend that the incoming Grand Master be authorized to
appoint a special committee, of not less than three nor more than seven,
to revise our Ceremony for Dedicating Masonie Halls, which, in my
opinion, is altogether too long and so cumbersome that it tends to
destroy the effectiveness of that ceremony; also to revise the Ceremony
for Laying Corner-stones, in which, for instance, a “Grand Treasurer”
is supposed to participate, although the office of Grand Treasurer in this
Grand Jurisdiction was abolished in 1912.

2. T recommend that an appropriation be made to purchase a low
priced automobile for the use of the Grand Master in traveling over this
Grand Jurisdiction on Masonic business. It is quite unfair to expect
the Grand Master to drive his own automobile, because he is not only
giving his time without remuneration, but he is frequently depriving
his wife and family of the use of the family car, while he is away on
Masonic business. If a low priced ear, such as a Ford, Chevrolet, Ply-
mouth, or Pontiac sedan, were purchased by the Grand Lodge, the Grand
Master could take other Grand Lodge Officers with him, and this would
probably result in a saving of the traveling expenses of the Grand
Master as well ag other Grand Lodge officers, attending Masonic func-
tions. If such a car were purchased by the Grand Lodge, it could be
traded in on a new car at the end of eack year, at a much better trade-in
value, so each succeeding Grand Master would have a new automobile
to use for Masonic business, during his term of office.
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GRAND LODGE DUES AND DELINQUENCIES

I am happy to be able to report that the balance of $114.00, which 3
lodges owed the Grand Lodge for 1933, has been paid in full since our
last annual communication.

For 1934, 35 lodges were reported as unable to pay their Grand
Lodge dues in full. However, since our last annual communication, 29
of those 35 lodges have paid their balances in full. Only 6 lodges still
owe the Grand Lodge for 1934. The amount owing is $352.00.

For 1935, 31 lodges have not paid their Grand Lodge dues in full,
The amount owing the Grand Lodge from those 31 lodges is $4,227.85,
according to the report of the Grand Seeretary. Of the 31 lodges which
are delinquent in the payment of their 1935 Grand Lodge dues, 14 have
paid part, leaving only 17 which have paid nothing to the Grand Lodge.

In this connection, it is my observation that the lodges which are
delinquent are usually those which have a secretary who is either indif-
ferent or careless in the performance of his duties, or because the Master
of the lodge has not appointed a live, active Committee on Membership
“to assist the Secretary in the collection of dues”, as required by Section
78 of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge.

A few lodges are in more or less financial difficulty, principally Dbe-
cause of a burdensome building debt, incurred before the adoption of
Seetion 89-C, of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, which prohibits a
subordinate lodge from incurring “indebtedness to purchase, or construct,
or remodel any building ***** without first obtaining the approval of the
Grand Lodge or the Grand Master.”

Without mentioning the names, numbers, or location of those lodges,
which are in financial difficulty, I recommend that the incoming Grand
Master investigate, or cause to be investigated, the facts in respect to
each of those lodges, and that he be authorized to take such action as
may seem to him wise and proper, under the cirecumstances in each
case, to help those lodges retain their buildings and their charters.

APPROVAL OF LODGE BUILDING DEBTS

I have approved the incurring of indebtedness by three lodges, one
for the purchase of a new lodge hall, and the other two for the refinanc-
ing of existing mortgages on the lodge’s hall:

December 11, 1935, Western Lodge No. 140.

January 21, 1936, Blue River Lodge No. 30.

February 13, 1936, North Star L.odge No. 227.

DIRECT RELIEF

W.".Brother Benjamin F, Eyre, Chairman of the Committee on Re-
lief and Care of Orphans, will present the report of his Committee,
which is one of the most important of this Grand Lodge. There are
certain faets, however, in connection with the work of this Committee,
to which I wish to direet your attention, principally because of the
cffect eaused by our loss in membership during the past 6 years.
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From 47 subordinate lodges, this Committee, during the past year,
has handled applications for direet relief in 89 different cases, in-
volving 44 men, 56 women, and 49 children, or a total of 149 who have
received emergency or continuing direct relief. The total amount dis-
bursed was $9,911.54, as compared with $9,967.95 for the preceding
year. Based upon the total membership of our 291 lodges, during each
of the past 6 years, the average cost per capita for this relief, to those
of us who have maintained our membership in good standing, has in-
creased year by year. For the year ending in June, 1931, it was l4c;
in 1932, 16¢; in 1933, 22c¢; in 1934, 27¢; in 1935, .284e; and in 1936,
.293e.

Of course, if we are able to regain our lost membership by re-
instatement of suspended members, or by the initiation of new mem-
bers, the per capita cost for our direet relief will probably decrease.

An improvement in general economic conditions, which is evident
from the fact that only one new application for direct relief has been
received by this Committee since January 1, 1936, betokens a lessened
total cost, and a lessened per capita cost for our membership to pay.

It is well worthy of comment that the cost of administering our
direct relief by this Committee, and by the subordinate lodges inter-
ested, has been only 43% of the total amount expended for relief.
Many subordinate lodges, through which applications for direct relief
are made to this Committee, have been sharing the cost. All that ean
are doing so.

We may well be proud of the real charity which Masons in this
Grand Jurisdiction are extending to those less fortunate brethren and
their families, through the splendid service of this Committee, with
the assistance of many of the subordinate lodges.

PROMULGATION OF WORK

I have visited several Schools of Instruction, with the Grand Cus-
todian or Deputy Custodians in charge. It is my observation that the
brethren, who attended these schools, were anxious to learn and sincere-
ly interested in the work.

During the year, I signed 261 Certificates of Proficiency for individ-
ual brethren, including 37 not previously certified.

Also during the year, I signed Certificates of Proficiency for 45
lodges, 5 of which were new. I am sure it will be of interest to
you to know that Nebraska Lodge No. 1, Western Star Lodge No. 2,
and Capitol Lodge No. 3, the three lodges which formed the Grand
Lodge when it was organized in 1857, arc now the holders of Lodge
Certificates of Proficiency.

These facts clearly indicate the interest of the brethren in main-
taining aceuracy of ritual and lectures, despite the fact that there have
becn fewer petitioners for the degrees during the past few years.

All due credit should be given to the Grand Custodian, W.".Brother
Lute M. Savage, and the very efficient Deputy Custodians, nominated
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for appointment by Brother Savage, who have rendered such faithful
and loyal service to Freemasonry, during these years of adverse con-
ditions.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

I am very glad that I can report a slow, but gradual improvement
in the general condition of the lodges. A study of statisties, however,
furnishes adequate reason for my recommendation that the number of
members of the Committee on Masonie Education be inecreased, and
that the functions and powers of this Committee be enlarged.

The peak of our membership was on December 31, 1929, when we
had a total of 42,150 in good standing. On December 31, 1935, we had
dropped to 33,817 members in good standing, a loss of 8,333, according
to the returns of the lodges.

The Grand Secretary informs me that the annual dues, charged by
all of the 291 subordinate lodges, average less than $6.00. Thus, it will
be seen that the cost of the privilege of membership in our Fraternity
averages less than 2c¢ per day, which, it seems to me, almost everyone
could pay. A very large proportion of the suspensions were for noun-
payment of dues. No doubt, there were some brethren, suspended for
non-payment of dues, who were actually unable to pay their dues.
However, if such be the fact, those brethren are the very ones who
could least afford to lose their membership, as they were, or might
become, the ones who would most need the help and fraternal assist-
ance which Freemasons, with justifiable pride, have always rendered
their distressed worthy brethren. I believe that most of those brethren,
who have allowed themselves to be suspended for non-payment of
dues, did so either because of a lack of understanding of our prineiples
and tenets, or because of a lack of interest in Freemasonry.

It is for the very purpose of overcoming this regrettable condi-
tion, and to make better and more enthusiastic Masons of us all, that
I have made my recommendation for the enlargement of the members
and powers of the Committee on Masonic Education, as I belicve that
a strong, active group of good Masonic students and speakers can
remedy this deplorable condition.

As soon as funds are available, I strongly urge re-affiliating with
The Masonic Serviee Association of Washington, D. C., which Associa-
tion was organized to co-ordinate Masonie relief in national disasters,
also to collect, digest, and issue Masonic information to the officers of
the member Grand Lodges, and to the Masters of each subordinate
lodge of each affiliated Grand Jurisdietion. The Masonic Service As-
sociation has done more than any other single influence, if Masonie
editors and other authorities may be Dbelieved, to increase a compre-
hension of the vital questions which challenge Freemasoury today, and
to promote a better understanding of the problems, which confront
Frecmasonry in the 49 Grand Jurisdietions of this Nation.
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DISTINGUISHED GUEST

In September, 1935, Colonel Wentworth A. King-Harman of New-
castle, Ballymahon, Ireland, Past Grand Junior Warden of the Grand
Lodge of Ireland, who is our representative near the Grand Lodge of
Ireland, accompanied by his secretary, paid this Grand Jurisdietion a
fraternal visit. During his stay of a few days, Brother King-Harman
was shown The Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth, The Masonie-
Eastern Star Home for Children at Fremont, our beautiful new State
Capitol building at Linecoln, and about Omaha. He was a most charm-
ing and entertaining guest and, as tangible evidence of his appreciation
of the courtesies shown him, he afterwards sent the Grand Seecretary a
draft for 10 pounds, to use in purchasing medical supplies for the
residents of The Nebraska Masonic Home,

CONCLUSION

This Grand Jurisdietion, like other Grand Jurisdictions, has suffered
a severe loss in membership, but the loss for this last year was much
less than for any of the preceding 3 years. While our losses in member-
ship should challenge our serious attention, may I remind you that the
strength and the power of Freemasonry lies not so much in numbers as
it does in active interest and the quality of our membership. If our
Fraternity is to continue as an organization of honorable, respected, and
God-fearing eitizens, who thirst for truth and hunger for service to our
brethren, as we are taught, we should examine more carefully the quali-
fications of those who petition us for membership.

As M.".W. .Brother John R. Tapster said:

“The history of Freemasonry is written in deeds, not in words.
When the outer world comes to recognize a Mason by his deeds, by
his daily walk and conversation, instead of by watch-charms and em-
blems upon his person, then and then only will Masonry have accom-
plished its purpose.”

It is our duty to interpret the symbolisms and reveal the secrets of
Freemasonry to those whom we initiate in the years to follow. Many
Masons, whom we have already initiated, seem never to have understood
the real tenets of our institution, or they have attended meetings so in-
frequently -that they have forgotten what they were taught. It is our
privilege, and it is our duty, as Masons, to rebuild that under-
standing and knowledge of our prineiples which has enabled Free-
masonry, in this Grand Jurisdiction, to grow from the original 3 lodges
to 291 chartered lodges and one lodge, now under dispensation, and from
a membership of about 100 to a membership of 42,150. We must regain
our loss in membership, which is almost 20% of our peak of 42,150, and
which has resulted in an annual loss of income to the Grand Lodge of
more than $16,000 per year.

May I take this opportunity of expressing the sincere thanks and
appreciation of all members of our Craft to the Trustees of The Ne-
braska Masonic Home and the Trustees of The Masonic-Eastern Star
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Home for Children, for the splendid care which they are giving to our
dependent residents of those Homes, and, with the Trustees, I include
the superintendents, the matrons and their assistants.

The finances of the Grand Lodge are in splendid condition, for
which credit should be given unstintingly to our Grand Seeretary. His
foresight, his wisdom, and his good judgment in handling the invest-
ments of the Grand Lodge are little short of uncanny. To the Grand
Lodge and to Freemasonry in this Grand Jurisdietion, he is its most
valuable Grand Officer.

It is difficult for me to express adequately my appreciation and
my gratitude to our very efficient Grand Seeretary, M.".W.".Brother
Lewis . Smith, who has been my “pillar of strength” with his kindly
counsel and assistance in time of stress, during this very troublous
year. His office assistants, Mrs. Richards and Miss Downs, have been
ever kindly and helpful to me.

To our Grand Custodian, W..Brother Lute M. Savage, I am sin-
cerely grateful. Not only has he faithfully performed the duties of
his office, but he has never failed to respond to any and every request
for help, or an investigation, or a report.

To the other Grand Lodge Officers, with whom it has been a real
pleasure to serve, particularly R."."W. .Brother Chancellor A. Phillips,
Deputy Grand Master, I wish to acknowledge my appreciation of their
willing compliance with any of my requests to conduet, or assist in
condueting, some Grand Lodge ceremony or fumnetion which I was un-
able to attend.

To the many members of the Craft, whom I have appointed as
members of the various Trial Commissions, I desire to express my sin-
cere appreciation. They have accepted appointment graciously, and
have served promptly, fairly and efficiently in helping to maintain the
high standards of moral character and law obedience which Free-
masonry demands of all of its members.

It is quite impossible for me to personally thank all of those
brethren who have assisted in the arduous duties of the Grand Master,
but I particularly wish to thank the Chairmen and members of the
Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans, the Committee on Re-
instatements, and the Finance Committee. Without the unselfish sac-
rifices of the Chairmen and members of these Committees, neither the
Grand Master nor the Grand Lodge could have functioned very well.

The one thing we lack and need more than anything else to re-
build and develop Freemasonry, in this Grand Jurisdiction, is a larger
and more active Committee on Masonic Education. If no other one of
my recommendations is approved, it is my sincere and earnest hope
that this Grand Lodge will see the vision that I can see, and make it
possible for Freemasons, both present and future, to learn more about
the eternal prineiples upon which Freemasonry was founded, and has
grown. This can best be accomplished, I believe, if my recommenda-
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tion for the enlargement of the membership and powers of the Com-
mittee on Masonic Education is approved.

The record of my year is now before you. I know that I have made
mistakes, but they have been of the head, not of the heart. I hope they
have been few and harmless, as my trust has been in God, and I have
frequently applied to Him for courage and wisdom. But I am human,
and humans err. Whatever may be done at this annual eommunication
will, I am sure, be for the best interests of our beloved Fraternity
and the continuance of those fundamental principles which mark the
highway for human conduet; those principles upon which Freemasonry
was founded and will continue to grow and exist forever.

Fraternally submitted,

Grand Master.
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REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free, and Accepted
Masons of Nebraska:

I submit herewith my annual report as Grand Secretary:

It is hard to give an estimate in a few short sentences, of a year’s
work.

However, I want to express my own conclusion; that is, that the
membership generally, in this Grand Jurisdiction, is taking more inter-
est, and I believe that Freemasonry is on a better foundation than it
has been for several years past. In other words, the trials through which
we have passed have strengthened the Masonic character of our mem-
bership. Generally speaking, the officers are efficient, and many who
have not had the opportunity to know as much about the duties of their
offices as they should have, are trying to do their best.

I wish it were possible for me to express to the Secretaries, with
whom I am in such close contact during the year, my continued appre-
ciation. The Lodges and the Grand Lodge would be in a sorry plight,
were it not for the faithfulness of the Secretaries.

RETURNS FOR 1933

Last year’s report disclosed 3 Lodges owing balances amounting to
$114.00, for the year 1933. These balances have all been paid in full. The
amounts have been credited to the Building & Improvement Fund, which
closes all accounts for the year 1933.

RETURNS FOR 1934

This year 35 Liodges were unable to pay all of their Grand Lodge
dues. 29 of these Lodges have paid their accounts in full. 6 X.odges
have been unable to pay up their balances as yet. Total amount due,
$352.00.

RETURNS FOR 1935.

This year 31 Lodges have been unable to pay all of their Grand
Lodge dues, amounting to $4,227.85.

In passing, I suggest to these Lodges that a carefully worked out
budget, together with just a little encouragement and help for the Secre-
tary, will place all of these Lodges back on their feet. A wonderful im-

provement has been made by several Lodges, under the most adverse
circumstances.

14 of the I.odges involved have paid a portion of their dues. 17
Lodges have paid no part of the amounts due.

A complete list of the warrants on hand from the 31 Lodges, is a
part of the permanent records of this office. Approval of the Grand
Master is also on file, granting an extension of time to these Lodges.




JUNE, 1936] GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 293

GRIEVANCES

There have been 8 cases appealed to the Grand Lodge. These, to-
gether with 1 petition for restoration, have been referred to the Com-
mittee on Grievances, of the Grand Lodge, for consideration.

FIFTY YEAR BADGES

During the past year, 57 Fifty Year Badges have been presented to
the Brethren entitled to receive them. I call attention to the faet that
the number of Fifty Year Badges being presented each year is gradually
increasing.

CONFERENCE OF GRAND MASTERS

This year the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska has every
reason to be proud of its standing among the Grand Lodges of the
United States. At the Conference of Grand Masters held in Washington,
D. C., February 20, 21, 1936, M.".W.".William C. Ramsey, Grand Master
of Masons of Nebraska, was elected Chairman of the Conference of Grand
Masters, and as such presided over this distinguished assembly with
dignity and dispateh. It will be his duty to call the next Conference
of Grand Masters to order, and preside until the new Chairman is
elected. I am sure that the Freemasons of this Grand Jurisdiction feel
a justifiable pride in the fact that our M. .W.".Grand Master was chosen
for this distinetion, which can only come to a Jurisdiction once in many,
many years.

SPECIAL ACCOUNT, LIVE STOCK NATIONAL BANK

1934-1935
Debit
Miay#105819357:Gash onthand S RS S TR . e $ 4,673.41
Collected from Lodges (warrants on hand) ................. 5,450.09
Total cash on hand and received.....oceveevuuvnrns $ 10,123.50
Credit
Nebraska Masonic Home (special appropriation)............ $ 4,000.00
Relief Fund (special appropriation) ..........cccveeeesecns. 2,000.00
Building & Improvement Fund .......cc0veeeeccccssoncss 4,123.50
1B e o 385 G OB OO 65066000606 560d a0t 65066600 $ 10,123.50
Warrants onhand, May 0, 5103 58NS iR e S et $ 5,802.09
Cash collected from warrants paid ......ccccveveniiannnnnn, 5,450.09
1934 Warrants on hand, unpaid (6 Lodges) ......... $  352.00
SPECIAL ACCOUNT, LIVE STOCK NATIONAL BANK
Debit
1935-1936
Received from 35,043 members, at $2.00 each.............. $ 70,086.00

Received from Supplies sold to Lodges ........cooveeveennns 1,215.65
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Received from premium surety bonds on Treasurers and Sec-

FEIERERS @ ILEAEER 60000000 00000960000000006000600060600 644.30
Received from 557 initiations, (2 prior to 1922) at $5.00 each.  2,785.00
Received from 555 initiations, at $5.00 each ................ 2,775.00
Received from five affiliations, at $10.00 each .............. 50.00

M4 60606606000 060000865 000G GdH 0HGE 00060000 6 $ 77,555.95

Credit

Paid, The Nebraska Masonic Home ...........c..0.ooiiuet, $ 26,282.25
Transferred to Supply Aceount .....coo.ciieviveenneeenenen 1,215.65
Transferred to Maintenance Fund .........cecivveviniuanns 10,173.25
Transferred to Surety Bond Account ........ccvvvvenvennne 644.30
U Rl (o IREIHRE 1MIGL 050000t 0000000 4066800006000 0600 5,534.95
WhgnspiEmeeal 1 CEERl IRGL 60600 0000600606 0300600500000 3 23,532.30

Total cash paid out and transferred ............0vuvnnne $ 67,382.70

Due from Lodges, warrants on hand .........cc0vevnne.. 4,227.85

Ty AUl JICRYE, (G @ NENIGL 600 600006600000000008 50000 5,945.40

TN 5 50'0 010,000 00,00 0HI0.0 G000 0.0 6 6 00 06 G0 0860060006000 $ 77,555.95

GRAND LODGE GENERAL ¥FUND

Cash Debit

May 10, 1935, Cash on hand ..c.uvviiavernnnevennnsecsnnnnes $ 27,952.08
Unexpended balance, Grand Chaplain .......ceeveevannieeens 28.82
Unexpended balance, Grand Custodian’s expense ............ 35.55
Unexpended balance, Educational Committee +......ve..vun. 287.00
Unexpended balance, Traveling expense Grand Secretary .... 100.20
Unexpended balance, Trial Commissions ......... 5006060000006 224.46
Unexpended balance, Other Committees, not otherwise pro-

AL KX 50001061050 606/ 00060606.00a006900000006000000000 80.16
Unexpended balance, Pay-Roll Account .....coeoveeeeeresns 36.40
Syreetell IDASRERERONG o oaoboc00060080000008060b006004000 0 da 130.00
Cash returned by Supply Account .........ceeeeeeuiieennnns 1,000.00
Dividend, State Bank of Omaha ....c.ovivvivinreeecisneses 25.78
Dispensation fee, Cairo Lodge, U.".D.". c.vveivinurevnenenns 25.00
Received from Special Account, Live Stock National Bank... 23,532.30
Return premium, Workmen’s Compensation ......cvcovvuunn.. 6.05

O A T S T Tt I dme o e e sxeneTols THofe sheTe s b X TR Ty s CLT $ 53,463.80
GRAND LODGE GENERAL FUND
Cash Credit
12ay7aenlll, Esmiem A8 oo oo000d000d080080 6003860000040 000606 $ 4,103.04
Grand Tyler, 8es8ion 1935 ...ivvivninnneecnceceeenoasanenns 15.00
Grand Organist, 8ession 1935 .....vevevennnnveneaneeeeannns 10.00
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Grand Secretary’s clerk hire ......ceeveiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnien
Expense, William C. Ramsey, Grand Master ................
Expense, Lute M. Savage, Grand Custodian ..........ccc...n
Expense, Grand Officers attending Grand Lodge functions ....
Expense, Committee on Masonic Edueation ................
Expense, Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans .........
Expense, Trial Commissions ......ccccieiiererccecsccanocnn
Expense, Committees not otherwise provided for ............
Grand Secretary’s traveling expense ............ 50065000000
Expense Grand Chaplain, 1935-36 .....coveeveiininencecnnans
Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary .......c.ceeevvveneenenaes
Lute M, Savage, Grand Custodian ........ceveevaeeecan.nn.
Francis E. White, Grand Seeretary Emeritus ...............
Rent, July 1, 1935 to June 30, 1936 .........ceoevceracannnn
Transfer to Permanent Reserve Fund .........c.oc0vevnnnns
List of Regular Lodges «ceoecveococsossssessaoascsssnsanras
Masonic Relief Association of the United States and Canada,

9B "0 0l 00060008060d6600a06 6000686 660009IBA0300CIT00IAT
Committee on Foreign Correspondence ..........ceeovesceases
AN dit N GrandiliodgeNbo o ks . S S S S
Printing Grand Lodge proceedings, advance copies, ete. .....
Entertaining Distinguished Guests .......cc..oiciniiiiiaens
Cleaning rugs, curtains, and pictures ..... Ceessenarenaaaen o6
Reporting and transeribing Grand Lodge proceedings .......
Premium, Workmen’s Compensation, 1934-1935 ..............
Bond for Grand Secretary .......cc.cccieciccanccacacanans
8@l 5i@w . G/ EES a6 0000000000 E000500090003900006600000350
Grand Lodge dinner . ....seeeeddeeionoeoins aeiasseionsossosoes
Masonic Relief Association of Omaha ..........ccoovvvnuen,
Masonic Service Annuities & Gifts Account ....... coviinena
Furniture and fixtures, cabinet for vault ..................
Furniture and fixtures, rug, pads, and chair mats ............
Jewel for Past Grand Master William C. Ramsey ...........
Return of five special dispensation fees ....................

Unappropriated expense:

Typewriter, Grand Custodian ............... .. .$ 85.05
Decorations for Grand Jodge .......cocevveunene 10.00
Bar for Gold Jordan Medal .............iuuunne. 12.00
Entertaining Grand Representative from Ireland. 140.55
Printing Jordan Medal booklets ................ 193.30
Exchange on cheeks ......cccviiitivnnascnnanen .10
Grand Secretary’s Contingent Fund:
LD 000000000000080600/006.00600000000003000C . 368.60
Incidental items, not regular office expense ...... 365.86

(Less $140.55 entertaining Grand Representative
from Ireland; $75.00 entertaining Distin-

295

2,399.00
1,700.00
1,250.00
628.88
300.00
400.00
500.00
150.00
500.00
75.00
3,600.00
3,000.00
1,200.00
1,000.00
2,000.00
15.00

175.22
300.00
100.00
821.00
75.00
67.00
65.00
47.54
100.00
12.00
240.00
300.00
50.00
6.40
173.80
100.00
50.00

441.00
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guished Guests; $50.00 cash to Mr. Savage;
$50.00 Committee on Relief and Care of Or-
phans, total $315.55)

Slpieinagy Bl EMIED 4 oo6b 00000600 00 00000006 86006 4 d 309.18
JENUEIR, 596 a 00 0 HoD0 04 e 6036008000400 660800053 6008300 85.50
il ] KRS0 80 0 50%.0 000 o odb ooukiaib ol 0 ea8 Cal8 A JBBY 113.75

Telephone calls (less amount received from Grand
Chapter and Grand Commandery ........c.eovuue. 164.20
Telegrams ......oveee 50ha0aE 346000 ac oI B0 o o) 0.0 92.91

il edn - GRENGEGl 9060600 80606000 3000006060 00

Cash on hand Live Stock National Bank .............
W0 1) B G BB IR BEE A6 00 00 0 aaa0 080 000 AR G000 AB0

TRIAL BALANCE

[OMAHA,

1,500.00

$ 27,469.88

25,993.92

$ 53,463.80

Stock in The Nebraska Masonic Home ......... $ 1.00
Stock in Masonic-Eastern Star Home .......... 1.00
Inventory .....ociiceiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiensannanns $ 31,611.61
Furniture and fixtures ......cceievvinnncienanss 5,215.69
Contingent Fund, Grand Seeretary ............. 400.00
Cagh, Live Stock National Bank ............... 25,993.92
LG [T LR BN G b ABOTG J8B 0060 G0 00 540000 6C 352.00
Building & Improvement Fund, 1934 ........... 352.00
V0fe6 s, 1857 060000000090 00a000800d00040 000 oG 4,227.85
Building & Improvement Fund, 1935 ........... 10,173.25
Cash, Special Account, 1935-36 .........c..c.0ne 5,945.40
$ 42,136.86 $ 42,136.86
INVENTORY
Stock in The Nebraska Masonic Home ......... $ 1.00
Stoeck in the Masonic-Eastern Star Home ...... 1.00
Furniture and Fixtures .......cccoecvenenecnsas 5,215.69
Contingent Fund, Grand Seeretary ............. 400.00
Cash, Live Stock National Bank .....000000..0.  25,993.92
e Ee, AIBEL 4o 560006 065006000006000 0000050 0 Oc 352.00
1ealesy, JEBS) 500006 0bo0ad 06660 00000t ofco >oodce 4,227.85
Cash, Special Account, 1935-1936 ....c.covvunens 5,945.40 42,136.86
LIABILITIES
Building & Improvement Fund, 1934 ........... $ 352.00
Building & Improvement Fund, 1935............ 10,173.25 $ 10,525.25

Net assets as shown by the ledger ......... $ 31,611.61
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RELIEF FUND
Cash Debit

May 10, 1935, Cash on hand ....ccvviioeeeeniiecnrannennss
Received from special appropriations (B. & I. Fund) .......
Reecived from special account, 1935-1936 ..........ccccon.n.
TN 6 06006000000006800000000006300060086060008000600a

Cash Credit
Paid Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans .............
Cash on hand, National Bank of Commeree, Lincoln .........

PERMANENT RESERVE FUND

May 11, 1936

Cash Debit
May 10, 1935, Cash on hand ..ceveevneeenenenennrecnannenae
Bonds paid or SOId ...coeeetieriiacairertrastisciionntoaons
Profit on bonds s0ld ....vvvtientiieciertaetranrararoaenans
ADaHEIERE 6000 60000000060000060000060000006060000600650300004
Payments received on Relief Notes ...cvvevvrivirerinaninnes
Transferred from General Fund ....cceevvvereiernraanienns
NI 856660606 00668600056 00000 600600006060306008 0090

Cash Credit
Bonds purehased ...coeceeeaasrerecesescracssrasioscnasanas
Accrued interest on bonds purchased ........cceviivniaeiiann
Collection charge on check vuvviivieeiiiinrneoneriscaanannss
May 11, 1936, Cash on hand ........ccvvveterencconnnccanss
TEA)l 0 506000000000000000660060600006000956606000500000

PERMANENT RESERVE FUND
Bonds on hand

Loan No. 8—%$1,000.00 par value, Province of Alberta, 43%
L@l (OB 0 60006000000 618000300000005000060a5
Loan No. 16—$2,000.00 par value, Province of Saskatchewan
LN ToOIK] LM 000 0060a500006600000000000 00
Loan No. 19—$5,000.00 par value, Province of Saskatechewan
B7 0GRy, @O 600 0obant0000h00060030000a0000
Loan No. 22—$1,000.00 par value, Washington Water Power
Company, preferred stock, 6%, cost ..........
Loan No. 23—$5,000.00 par value, Southwestern Gas & Elee-
tric Company, 4%, cost «.veevereiiieviinoenn
Loan No. 24—$2,000.00 par value, Dominion of Canada, 31%,
eost .......n 0500000006550000006056050008000

297

$ 6,660.54
2,000.00
5,534.95

$ 14,195.49

$ 8,000.00
6,195.49

$ 14,195.49

$  477.37
20,944.75
2,085.00
1,419.75
408.20
2,000.00

$ 27,335.07

$ 25,012.20
197.02

10
2,125.75

$ 27,335.07
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Loan No. 25—$2,000.00 par value, Penusylvama Railway Co.,

B8y QUH5: 005000 doo00 S0adn00 OB o0C
Loan No. 26—$1,000.00 par value, Telephone Bond and Share
€y, 6% G coootton00006085a8606080606005000
Loan No. 27—$10,000.00 par value, Ilastern Gas & Fuel Asso-
@efieE, 4%, GIRG sooooc600a000066036608000600

(No delinquent interest on above bonds)

Nl | GO O WEREH 6 06 A 66 o 66 6 odao ¢56 do 0 B0 FB BR800 00 53 4 $
(CEEIq G SNl 5 60600 600 6 06 0000 0BEIOBEE.00 396 806 000600 00 4
MaySISI93 68T otalSasset st iR sl oo L e
TRy 210 TI0RE, Mouell AEEEIE £ e bo0b 606000090 606068060806 30
Increase in assets for the year «..ccaceevecaceinsiiene $

SUPPLY ACCOUNT
May 11, 1936
Cash Debit

Wigw2 MOSIERT CERIn Gn BNl 666 068 000 06600060990 A060 00600050 $
SitppiakeEaikil (o b e IR S Gt 0 o 06 buo oo aBoo 000000600000

IPRUG SE? TORGEIHE 006506500000 000056000500a00086086000000a09 $
il | T80 S UAEY 650000 0065500060006000606050636060600000 0690655
6l G o S ObER] o 66000000 0000 50H000000000000d0004d
Cash, advanced to account, returned to General Fund ........
Cash on hand, Live Stock National Bank ........... 65060800

May 10, 1935, supplies on hand ................ $ 3,513.37
May 10, 1935, cash on hand ........c.vcveveennnn 1,141.85
May 11, 1936, supplies on hand ................. 3,227.39
May 11, 1936, cash on hand ........ccieeveacss. 702.30

Decrease for the year 1935-1936 ............. $
(On account of balance returned to General Fund)

BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT FUND
Cash Debit

May 10, 1935, Cash on hand ...... 000000g000580000 0006000000
I 1% 0 58 085 060 000000000 9000 400006 000 5 5000000 U EIODH
Balance 1933 Grand Lodge dues paid in full ..........co000n
RIEms ) FOIE 639 SIEEGL 5556 C 0808000 0000500050000000065000000
12 @it [N B0l 66060050000000000606006000666060050000

[OMAHA,

1,965.00

27,837.70

2,125.75

29,963.45

24,247.62

5.715.83

1,141.85
1,215.65

2,357.50

40.00
611.25
3.95
1,000.00
702.30

2,357.50
4,655.22
3,929.69

725.53

4,245.38
6,604.15
114.00
17,258.07
1,043.17
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Return part special appropriation, by Masonic-Eastern Star

JEIGT T 6102 (OI0UIEEGEITL 5600 36,001665 98960 9400006000006060000000 7.46
Special Account, 1934-1935, balance per capita tax .......... 4,123.50

Total cash on hand and received during year ........... $ 33,395.73

Cash Credit

itk TR IEE0L 866 600 0008606 b 0.8 066 8060.00160460 860 660600 0 $ 26,813.50
Accrued interest on securities purchased ................... 275.40
Premium on bonds purchased .......ccoivevereinnveennnnen 45,00
IDbEElsE Om @EENS 600060000600 5060000068056566000 0006060000 0.20
Special appropriation for cooling plant, Masonic-Eastern Star

JSwnks arme OIadlelienl o oo s 0000605000066 0500009030060000000 1,000.00
Special appropriation for lighting the grounds, Masonie-

Eastern Star Home for Children .................c..0u. 500.00
wilery L) T8EYE, Copln ein Ingil o0 d 54 606060 650060609000 660000 4,761.63

T -6 0.0 00 06060 6055950 a0 46.f 500 00RE 6 d 0 6Bad 000 EE 0 FEOEE $ 33,395.73

TRIAL BALANCE

Cash, Omaha National Bank ....oiviiiiiiiveniinneieannsnas $ 4,761.63
1B@56H B3 ©OSB 503006000 6:60560006065000060000060000006000000 136,432.73
DTS o SEBBEEES L BOBIOREE 00 36 1,060 00 0 0000060 & 8 0% 00060004 $141,194.36
INVENTORY
Caglt “ 665 a6 066665 90000 08086080l00q 6566 8A0 6 d66ha $ 4,761.63
IBETGEIE E)5 ©RIE 1600 010 060 0.0/000 BIBOBE 6 b6 60 a 060 b'eE0 0 G 136,432.73 $141,194.36

BUILDING AND IMPROVEMENT FUND BONDS
No. 3—New York, Chicago & St. Louis Ry., 6%

EF TRIIE 555590009656600000600000005090 $5,000-Cost $ 5,000.00
No. 4—St. Joseph Gas Co., 5%, par value....... 5,000-Cost 5,000.00
No. 5—Western Newspaper Union, 6%, par value 5,000-Cost 5,000.00
No. 12—Province of Alberta, 4%, par value..... 2,000-Cost 1,970.00
No. 13—Provinee of Saskatchewan, 44%,par value 1,000-Cost 970.00
No. 25—Province of British Columbia, 43%, par

8D 566600000 0060 60b0b0 0006030606000 00 1,000-Cost 945.00
No. 27—Provinee of British Columbia, 5%, par

\WEITE 606000 000006000000000%E0a6600060000 10,000-Cost 9,700.00
No. 28—City of Seattle, 5%, par value.......... 25,000-Cost  24,350.00
No. 30—Provinece of British Columbia, 5%, par

VEIE 608060 0 0.0 6006 CR00 0608650660 09 b 06 5,000-Cost 4,887.50
No. 31—Provinece of Saskatchewan, 43%, par

VITGE-% Ghat SO Bta0 Do Ak 0.0 b Grod ol & 5.4 1,000-Cost 926.50

No. 32—Province of British Columbia, 5%, par
A HE ™0 5 50080 06 80 B0 Td o0 4000 BB BoEAe & 50 3,000-Cost 2,932.50




300 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [OMAHA,

No. 34—Province of Alberta, 43%, par value.... 3,000-Cost 2,920.80
No. 36—Provinece of British Columbia, 5%, par

RIS o Rt 0.5l § 0 o0 GO0 SO TP DANS GOD GAkID. 00 § 1,000-Cost 1,000.00
No. 38—Province of Saskatchewan, 41%, par

ITET 500 6 0lg 9o 0% 60 0006000 OB 0G0 B0 000 30,000-Cost  27,975.00
No. 40—Provinece of Saskatchewan, 439% par

VG, 56000060600000000000006063000004000 9,000-Cost 8,482.50

No. 42—City of Plattsmouth, 5%, par value.... 1,000-Cost 1,000.00
No. 43—Public Utilities Corporation, 5}4%, par

IR 000 dno 08 Ao B OAR G 6.0 500 U GO I 5,000-Cost 4,634.43
No. 44—City of Vancouver, 5%, par value....... 5,000-Cost 4,925.00
No. 51—Homedale Highway Distriet Refunding,

43%, par value ............. 35066900069 8,000-Cost 7,920.00
No. 52—Elkhorn Valley Power Co., 53%, par

WEIE: 66 0/600060006080060000000,006a00000 500-Cost 465.00

No. 53—Little Rock Gas & Fuel Co., 6%, par value 2,000-Cost 1,830.00
No. 54—Continental Roll & Steel Co., 6%, par

VAT © 96 0'0 0000 4 6bb J0B 0,0 00 6.0 0 00 I8 AHB 000 9,000-Cost 7,798.50

No. 55—Telephone Bond & Share Co., 5%, par
EONTE -8 oaor B oar Gos. It 06 o 68 5 5 0o SO0 B 1,000-Cost 875.00

No. 56—Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co., 4%, par
TS | 0hob oo 60006 60b2000066 0.0 00606000040 5,000-Cost 4,925.00
Total cost of bonds on hand ................ $136,432.73

No delinquent interest on above bonds.

MAINTENANCE FUND
May 11, 1936
Cash Debit

Weg7 10 JIERSY, CEEIN oinlamitel /0 0d 6066 00000 00 006006 000 0400 GRG0 $ 978.25
183aaels jernlel o5 &Il 0o 0 6 00000 da06 a0 90add0 00000556 6000a0CT 7,745.00
ISD5 @3R3 GRIGE B G oo Blom oG 00 1000 0 86 0.0 40 0100 6 5.06.0 00 0 0.6 6.25
Tnenest—" i S gt v A NS R L g o 1,120.10
Received from Special Account, 1935-1936........0.00000nen 10,173.25

I 0 0% 06 0056 0086 0 4B AR B 000 DOBTOLD SBB 0 o0 ot JabE 0oo $ 20,022.85

Cash Credit

Maintenance, Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children....... $ 11,500.00
18eimGl) [EREGL s oo cno0c000000000600600040600600000000060000 3,082.50
Accrued interest on above bonds .....cviiiiiiiiiiiiiiaeann 10.27

W7 1Lk JERYE, Celn Gin etk 56000 0d0bdBog 00666000 0000000350 5,430.08
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MAINTENANCE FUND BONDS
Loan No. 7—$10,000.00, par value, British Columbia, 53%,

I s oD 3000 0 6 bib b tlokg 0 o b 06 & & hiao b o303 6h $ 10,000.00
Loan No. 9—$6,000.00, par value, Province of Saskatche-
Wan, 43%, COSt «.vccerereecitenrocoonnaanans 5,655.00
Loan No. 11—$1,000.00, par value, Masonic Temple Craft,
5% @@ 000000000 0d0500H8000606006064000050064 1,000.00
Loan No. 13—$3,000.00, par value, Washington Water Power
Company, preferred 6%, €ost «..evevvereenoss 3,082.50
(No delinquent interest on above bonds)
Ul (b 1SEGEEY B GORM: 006 0000000000600660060000006606 $ 19,737.50
CER O WG] 5600 4060000688808 0a0dd000000dB06630G6004000 5,430.08
el Asceisy, Wy 10k R 500 d 600000000 0000000000004 $ 25,167.58

SERVICE ANNUITIES AND GIFTS ACCOUNT

May 11, 1936
Cash Debit

Wiy ML I0RE, Chrln @M InemeEl. o 6650k 096 dnob 66 366406090000t a0 0 $ 10.88

SeEmiaiEs 19816l S0 00000000006 660000 #0664 6600000600066008A6000 2,500.00

Grand Lodge—part of appropriation ......eiveevevunvienns . 50.00

ILNHERER G, 66 0'0db0a00606006000000030000000600000306000006660000 195.39
$ 2,756.27

Cash Credit

Sleenmliaeg jnEEEEE 6 doa0 6 u000005060606500000600900000060050 0 $ 2,530.00

Accrued interest on securities purchased .................... 13.77

Paid Dr. David C. Hilton, annuity .....c.coeveiinrinennnn. 125.00

Wiy -1l RIS, O @ IEDi | 56880 oo BaGE0 000 06 000 0000 06 66 0.0 87.50
$ 2,756.27

TRIAL BALANCE

IR AYGEOTNG 6000600 00000a000000606000600000 $ 117.50

Cash, National Bank of Commerce, Lincoln...... $ 87.50

GAEES) ACCOUNTI 7N i vt Aot o ety e g 8 2,500.00

Billst ReceiVablesse s aelo o o Foletot YaroratNote ofoge s als s 2,530.00

$ 2,617.50 $ 2,617.50

(OF TN =111 § 7 AP gy pap SR S R . WL $ 87.50
Bills Receivable ...oiveicvinnnacanessncecseans 2,530.00

$ 2,617.50
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SERVICE ANNUITIES AND GIFTS
Farm Mortgages

Loan No. 3—Catherine O’Grady—160 Acres Colfax County,

53575. 10090 6 b ido 006 4850600 A0 000 00600 60 A0O0E 008 0. e dpIOHID
Bonds
Loan No. 4—Elkhorn Valley Power & Light Co.,
53%, par value ...coceieranecacns $1,000-Cost & 830.00
L SO IEE T58 6 5o 6.0 60000 GOBEE OO 6 06 6 O $ 2,530.00

ORPHANS’ EDUCATIONAL FUND
Cash Debit

May 10, 1935, Cash on hand ......c.cecveeiveeescroncnscnscns $ 294.63
IREEIEELD  “Dol8d o Bold dBo 660 56 6B 0BD 50 6o Bk, &a d0adE 000 46 JAT DB 8,720.75
Seamsiiies il o SOlAl 6o 0066 586 000060 66 06.0 50 0060006060850 37,300.00
IREEnEl St 1TLemn 18906l 4606 0600000000006 50006060300 66 00 25.00
1@, \WEIEER i, N6k 8 0bo 06 00 006060 860 b 66500046006 50000 45.95
Rent) Stevensitarm, Nt =, S o B S o S kit 134.34
J&em e, (O il N[0, 800 hid's B 0.0 6 0 BBB 480 60 ol 0 88 60 5.6 00600 0 14.03
Py @) DBIERLEIGC, 5660 600006600004 060060600606000000000000 822.18

NI 60606000 006600006006000000006606000000000000600a00. $ 47,356.88

Cash Credit

Securities purchased ...........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiia .. B 42,739.00
Accrued interest on securities purchased ................... 316.16
1w NG 1 Saneles,; $E58 00005 060600004d00000 866000406 065000000 47.38
Farm No. 2, Oliver, tax and repair .........ccvieveeennacnns 97.15
A TEUBTI NG SR M D00 000 BP0 00D 00D 06 6 AS o0 & doadCHDt. 29.72
Farm No. 5, Weiler, tax, insurance, and expense ............ 175.77
Educational work, Children’s Home .......c...ciivveennnnn 1,100.00
MecFarland foreclosure, (Loan No. 348) ............c0venntn 40.30
Service on Adams loan, No. 317, paid ...........c.ocouaane, 17.75
1DEPEEE HEjeeeltnE el o ab 0000060 aa0000060006060606003a0:00000 17.70
IEEETTE 00O IEIT 5 606 o o8 UETOBL o S5 06 Lo B dO6AE FOD OG0 0 6 7.75
Kayl foreclosure (Loan No. 305) ...cvviiivninrenneonnennss 16.64
Recording and abstract examination ...........c.00ieivnann 12.85
May 11, 1936, Cash on hand ........c.cvtiiiiiiiinneenananns 2,738.71

MR 00000600000000363660600060003003000063600600000000 $ 47,356.88

ILNEHIRY7 . 06006 506006060 00 90 a6 a0 bo B0 00aB00hO0 207,841.73
il 5606000 000000000400 00 0A0P000EE09060 00060 2,738.71
Khndloe 1980 @ I 566 0 68 600000006600006 60606060 6,482.32

QbR I8E N @ 2 66600009060000005060006600000 5,070.83
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Paulson Foreclosure ....ceeveeeeeceecansainens 78.70
1B JEEeEloD 856005000500 3606400556600 906 b 184,374.36
Sirehey Q3w IN@, 24 toncooa0n00a00000a66000006 3,168.30
Lena Kayl ForecloSure ......coeveeernecennnane 58.39
\WeilEe 18EEsi W@ & 6660000006000000000600000005 5,829.82
MecFarland Foreclosure «.o.cveeverieeineerenans 40.30

$207,841.73 $207,841.73

INVENTORY
CEIN e300, 0 0 0 550 00600000 50004 58 0 560 0 06,0 0B 6 AIA0 6. AOBE HOC $ 2,738.71
[SESGIEE 190w W@, 1 50 o0cn0000000500006000a0005060300006000 6,482.32
(I3 3 N @, B 0lno 000 bb 00060 60d6b600G06d0000 030040000 50 5,070.83
1PEcem MOEEICENES 5560006000860 400500605086060000600600000 78.70
1BHS IRReEHvElNE oo ao 08 oo ab oo d B S A WRE. S8 S SRt B 0al 184,374.36
(Stiewems 198 N@s 2 <60 09066000006006000000000866600060006 3 3,168.30
I, el IT9REIERIEG a0 6660066 0509600000 000000090 06060000 58.39
Werller 0k INEh & 660060860000066590006600000006600000000300 5,829.82
Wil Tl 19EeEIERIE o 3t a6 p500 60693060 0000006036056 03000 40.30
Total Assets, May 11, 1936 .......cccotiieicneiascnonnnnsna $207,841.73
S| AR A7 0 AR o0 5o b0 b a0 006 ad0a0000a58 00000 199,746.01
NG (CAT SEerr ()0 eI a6 00 ArBBa o 860 6'oh00 00600600000 0606060 $ 8,095.72

ORPHANS’ EDUCATIONAL FUND FARM LOANS

No. Borrower - County Amount
288—Otto F. Dahms (Christ

1BIEEER)). | 50000060 000900080 160 acres Dixon ...... 5 % $ 5,000.00
289—Tony F. Copple............ 80 acres Thurston ...41% 6,000.00
297—Michael Foley ............ 99 acres Washington .5 % 6,920.00
305—Lena Kayl ........c00vnn. 80 acres Dixon ...... 53% 3,600.00
306—Ernest J. Smith .......... 70 acres Dakota ..... 53% 4,000.00
307—Ernest J. Smith .......... 127 acres Dakota ..... 54% 6,500.00
309—Ingebord E. Paulson ...... 154 acres Antelope ....5 % 6,000.00
310—FEarl W. Cumings ......... 124 acres Nemaha ....53% 4,000.00
312—O0tto H. Puls ............. 80 acres Cass ........ 5 % 6,000.00
314—Roy E. Johnson .......... 28 acres Dixon ...... 53% 1,600.00
327—Harry T. DeBolt .......... 56 acres Douglas ....51% 1,200.00
348—William MeFarland ....... 160 acres Boone ...... 5 % 7,000.00
351—Wallace P, Dixon ......... 80 acres Burt ....... 53% 4,500.00
353—August Pehrson .......... 200 acres Cedar ...... 53% 9,000.00
354—Cornelius Colbenson ....... 149 acres Dixon ...... 539 2,000.00
357—Axel Christensen ......... 80 acres Platte ...... 53% 1,600.00
358—Theodore A. Henning ..... 120 acres Burt ....... 51% 4,000.00

367—Alberic Matthys .......... 60 acres Douglas ..... 5 % 1,900.00
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368—Inga C. Bergstrom ........ 271 acres Boyd ....... 6 %
370—Edward Bruce ...... .00 160 acres Burt ....... 53%
388—Julius Hirschmann ........ 200 acres Cedar ...... 5 %
393—Frank N, Smith .......... 160 acres Brown ...... 5 %

MUY o Bhioia.000 00000 05000000000 006006005800p 0.0.000.000.00

ORPHANS’ EDUCATIONAL FUND BONDS

No. 318—Western Newspaper Union, 6%, par

AR, e Al ot i - O o s A e $1,000-Cost
No. 319—Council Bluffs Gas Co., 5%, par value... 6,000-Cost
No. 326—Chicago, Northwestern Ry., 41%, par

WAIRE 00 06.6600400060060066606006006060.0000640 14,000-Cost
No. 364—Provinee of British Columbia, 5%, par

WEIID 4566 60000 0.808048 64400 0pho 60t basaT 2,000-Cost
No. 365—Province of Saskatchewan, 44%, par

SYEURIE 660 5% Ao 0 0.0 0 0.0 G6G G 66006088 Tbboh 8,000-Cost
No. 373—Province of Saskatchewan, 5%, par

NS B0 oqb b aa 00 BER 04 608 408 o0 a0 88 3q 5,000-Cost
No. 375—Province of Saskatchewan, 43%, par

WAEE 660608606005880660006006500000606000 3,000-Cost
No. 378—City of Vancouver, 5%, par value...... 10,000-Cost
No. 379—Nebraska Power Co. preferred, 7%, par

I, G506 8660 08.00 50030 6/05a30000 860000 5,000-Cost

No. 381—City of Plattsmouth, 4}%, par value.... 1,000-Cost
No. 383—New York, Chicago & St. Louis Ry. Co.,

6%, par value .......ccovv0eveacancenas 1,000-Cost
No. 384—Western Newspaper Union, 6%, par

WEE 0660006600000036000000000000000000 1,000-Cost
No. 385—Elkhorn Valley Power Co., 53%, par

IS 5600006 006680000603000008000669300 1,000-Cost
No. 386—Province of Alberta, 43%, par value.... 5,000-Cost
No. 387—Dominion of Canada, 24%, par value... 5,000-Cost
No. 389—Homedale Highway District, 4%, par

EUNTE, 50000 00000000300000860000006060000 11,000-Cost
No. 390—Central Pacific Ry., 4%, par value...... 6,000-Cost
No. 391—Cleveland Cliffs Iron Co., 43%, par value 5,000-Cost
No. 392—Continental Roll Steel Foundry Co., 6%,

26573 YEUE. 50.00/00/0060,40008 060806 0600 5000 1,000-Cost
No. 394—Union Stock Yards, 6%, par value..... 5,000-Cost

Total Bonds at Cost ....evueeceeedn.veness 00 Qb oI Ao
Jakvt W@ SETEY 600 50000000009000006000060530000063000

ROt AlYSECUTI T € SR TV ol el 1 v ¥Rt o /Yohbercaer T e rere (A o
Four Farms at cost
Paulson Foreclosure

[OMAHA,
3,900.00
2,000.00
4,000.00
1,600.00

$ 92,320.00

$  909.98
6,000.00

13,743.38
1,935.00
7,412.00
5,000.00

2,827.50
10,000.00

5,000.00
980.00

555.00
552.50

992.50
4,887.50
4,887.50

10,890.00
4,860.00
5,050.00

866.50
4,775.00

$ 92,054.36
92,320.00

$184,374.36
20,551.27
78.70
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)Ly SR I ARG G 0ot 6 0600 00 J 00900000 58.39
MecTtarland ForecloSure "« ... .ice.vos s aaeeasoiesleonanseai 40.30
Cash on hand—Omaha National Bank ...........cc.0u.e 2,738.71
e eE), Wy Ul RIS (586 6 duo00h 0060060040000 ¢ oo-oe 207,841.73

UNPAID INTEREST
May 11, 1936
Orphans’ Educational Fund

No. 326—Chicago & Northwestern Railway bonds. Interest due May

1, 1935, and subsequent interest, has not been paid. This company is
reorganizing, and it is hoped that the matter will be closed up within a
reasonable time.

No.

No.
No.

No.
No.

No.
No.
No.
No.

PAST DUE INTEREST
May 11, 1936
Orphans’ Educational Fund

. 2890—Tony J. Copple, interest coupon, due October 1,

1934, and subsequent coupons have not been paid. (Cou-
FLOTES S e 1 L) TIEE)) | b0 6obd b 0o 00686006 560,00 800 066000606000 $  540.00
297—Michael Foley, balance coupon, due January 1, 1935,
$53.23; interest coupon, due July 1, 1935, $173.00; inter-
est coupon, due January 1, 1936, $173.00 ................ 399.23

306—Ernest J. Smith, interest coupon, due May 1, 1936.. 110.00

310—Earl W. Cumings, interest coupon, due December 1,

BB 6 903608000680606.0003058 2 50 66606 00000 A000ABC 0GEH 00 110.00
. 368—Inga C. Bergstrom, part interest coupon, due Novem-

ber 1, 1935, $15.00; interest coupon, due May 1, 1936,

SIITDD 556000066000 080800 0d980.00MH 0060000600000 004000 132.00

TR b oo 0no605 60400 GbbEBI0000 60 360 00600684600 00050080060 $ 1,291.23

FORECLOSURES

The following Orphans’ Educational Fund loans are in foreclosure:
. 305—Lena Kayl, 80 acres in Dixon County............. $ 3,600.00

309—Ingebord E. Paulson, 154 acres Antelope County... 6,000.00

348—William McFarland, 160 acres Boone County....... 7,000.00

FARMS

The Grand Lodge has title to four farms:

1—Sandoe farm, containing 320 acres, in Boyd County, Nebraska.
2—Oliver farm, containing 160 acres, in Valley County, Nebraska.
4—Stevens farm, containing 40 acres, in Colfax County, Nebraska.
5—Weiler farm, containing 80 acres, in Otoe County, Nebraska.
The above farms are rented for 1936.
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE NEBRASKA MASONIC HOME
IN CHARGE OF THE CHILDREN’S HOME ENDOWMENT FUND

Cash Debit

May 10, 1935, Cash on hand .......c.coivevinninarennnns ook 5 S0
TBERITE 8 6 0 066 0P 0.66.0.65 606 5 00 6 6.6 Bh0.ALS FAPG 6 I A0 h o 64,0 0ab 4,798.04
Sleeimliptes: el el GOl on008 60s000006068 0606060006 065000064 36,402.50
19 i @ 9EER Gl a0 gh0a0008 00 BB oEE 660660008 500000 06580 1,740.60

$ 43,913.21

SRR AN TR NEEEG] 650606 b o660 0 060006 o8B Ba0dbE0n6oda $ 33,913.75
Accrued interest on securities purchased ................... 138.90
Exchange on cheeks ....... .. ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiian 48
Premium on bonds purchased ............cieiiiiiiiiiiinan, 30.00
May 11, 1936, Cash on hand ......cccoivemieiiuenieannanns 9,830.08

$ 43,913.21

CHILDREN’S HOME ENDOWMENT FUND
TRIAL BALANCE
May 11, 1936

Securities on hand .........cccoieieiiiinnn., $ 91,614.22
JNFENHIIRT - 6 65'0. 006 00 0.60000000000000006300000000 $ 96,617.90
IBEEIER 000000 064066600000006506060606060060040 4,826.40
(Cha latoaoo' 0 OHBABD 6o o Bt & 76 Jb bids abiib o 5380 g0 9,830.08

$101,444.30 $101,444.30

INVENTORY
Securities on hand ................ ... .. ..., 91,614.22
Crrin @ NGl 5q60006060000006005060060006068000 9,830.08
$101,444.30 $101,444.30
LIABILITIES
Bequest Account .......c.cceiiiiiieiaiiinanns 4,826.40
INCtAISSe Loy Ak M o o I $ 96,617.90
Add Bequest account as it is only a book
Weltihy  cocococooacooo0o0o0a000acacana0s o 4,826.40

Total Assets, May 11,1936 .................... $101,444.30
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CHILDREN’S HOME ENDOWMENT FUND BONDS

Loan No. 3
7—Masonic Temple Craft, Omaha..... 53%, par $10,000-Cost $ 10,000.00
21—Western Newspaper Union, Omaha.6 %, par 4,000-Cost 3,639.93
23—Province of Saskatehewan......... 41%,par 3,000-Cost 2,910.00
34—Province of British Columbia...... 5 %,par 2,000-Cost 1,935.00
36—Provinee of British Columbia...... 5 %,par 5,000-Cost 4,650.00
37—Province of British Columbia...... 4 %, par 11,000-Cost  10,323.50
38—Province of Saskatchewan......... 43%, par 6,000-Cost 5,559.00
40—Province of Alberta.............. 44%,par 2,000-Cost 1,947.20
41—Council Bluffs Gas Company...... 5 %,par 2,000-Cost 1,988.34
42—Province of British Columbia...... 43%, par 1,000-Cost 977.50
46—Nebraska Power Company, 10 shares

TR A6 LS 0 60 0l6 00 6 0 B0, a00 S EdH B0 o 6 %, par 1,000-Cost 970.00
48—Washington Water Power Company,

DL ERETNE A kers Sl¥r e the st - o ShoVe,ote o 6 %, par 4,000-Cost 4,120.00
49—Telephone Bond & Share Company..5 %, par 6,000-Cost 5,100.00
50—Skelly Oil Company........vcvuua 4 9, par 5,000-Cost 4,937.50
51—Telephone Bond & Share Company.5 %,par 3,000-Cost 2,625.00
52—N. Y. C. Ry. Company Bonds...... 33%, par 5,000-Cost 4,900.00
53—National Dairy Produets Associa-

tION s eeset et e nontiaeneacitioasn 34%, par 10,000-Cost  10,231.25

Ml o o onoo0oc0g0000 HA0d0 060 00006060a00000000a80000 $ 76,814.22

FARM LOANS

No. Borrower County Amount
9—Anna Prochnow.... 80 acres Douglas County ..... 5 %.% 5,800.00
10—Frank L. Frink....160 acres Madison County...... 5 %. 3,000.00
14—J. F. Joyce........160 acres Knox County ...... 5 %. 1,300.00
28—Rosa Reese........ 80 acres Douglas County ..... 93%. 1,500.00
29—Otto Heiden....... 80 acres Platte County ....... 5 %. 2,000.00
*30_Gilbert F. Sandritter 80 acres Washington County...6 %. 1,200.00

NI 50868 o8 6900 0D00 TOBOD A0BEE L0 600980000000 500 000 $ 14,800.00
farm Mortgages «....eveveieviacncnncsianaions $ 14,800.00

V8IS B Lo o0 5000000 068000006 3000060600000 T2

$ 91,614.22
*Interest coupon Loan No. 30, due April 1, 1936, unpaid.
All other interest paid.

SURETY BOND ACCOUNT
Cash Debit
iizsy 0, JERYS, ORI i Vil 6 550 1 60068000 590006060068 300a 5 $ 1,315.60
Received from Lodges, premium on bonds ....ccovvvvennnnne 644.30

$ 1,959.90
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Cash Credit
July 1, 1935, Schedule bond, on Secretaries and Treasurers... 644.30

Delta Lodge No. 230, St. Edward, 1088 ...vvveeerrvnnerenns 232.74
May 11, 1936, cash on hand, First National Bank ........... 1,082.86
$ 1,959.90

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM LODGES FOR THE GEORGE WASHINGTON
MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION,
RECEIVED SINCE LIST WAS PUBLISHED
IN GRAND LODGE PROCEEDINGS

. 1935 .

May 10, 1935, Cash on hand .........ccovviiniieriennacnnens $ 27.27
Receipt No. Lodge Amount
(I N, DM 8 ook i .4 S8 TS S0 0 BB T S Lalbis $ 1.00
AU Pmaneing, WEs! I o oddh SaBASEE GuBy o aah a0 0 Ohhat s A 4.00

Total eash on hand and received .........ccvveurreeenn. $ 32.27
May 11, 1936, Cash on hand, United States National Bank,

REnatTigs IDERAGHIGEH 606 05006,00da 0l 000000066506 500650000 $ 32.27

RECAPITULATION OF ALL FUNDS

(el 1nel, EEEIN 5 o6 6000d0 5 56 0ak B8 0E 660808 06000a000 000 $ 25,993.92
eI W06l @2 566600300006000000060606006060050550006 50060 6,195.49
Permanent Reserve Fund, cash .........ccoiviiiniiiiianenns 2,125.75
Permanent Reserve Fund, bonds ......ccocevveivnnieniennns 27,837.70
Building & Improvement Fund, ecash ........cicvivinnnn.nn. 4,761.63
Building & Improvement Fund, bonds ......cevvveeuiiieensn. 136,432.73
WIEITGETENEE JAGEL @R "60 6600000066080k 00600666000 0080666 5,430.08
Maintenance Fund, bonds .......cooviiiieiiieiiaiiniinonas © 19,737.50
Rirpiuly ACCemmN. EHER 5606 0a0006666666060066000006060 3000050080 702.30
Service Annuities & Gifts, cash .................ccoiiial 87.50:
Service Annuities & Gifts, securities ........ ..o 00t 2,530.00
Orphans’ Educational Fund, cash .......covveiiiieiianinen 2,738.71
Orphans’ Educational Fund, securities .........cvvveiivnnn.. 184,374.36
Orphans’ Educational Fund, four farms .................... 20,551.27
Children’s Home Endowment Fund, cash .........c.cc0vn.e. 9,830.08
Children’s Home Endowment Fund, securities .............. 91,614.22
Grand Secretary’s Contingent Fund .....coveiviiiiiinninnen 400.00
ShusGlisy 1B@mil SOOI 2 0000060600000060660000006500a66050000 1,082.86
Due from Lodges, 1934 ........ o LR AP PR Wt Wi s (S 352.00
1D s Ik, A8 0o 0h6 6000400 00060660606000 60000 0000 0 4,227.85
Special Account, 1935-1936, cash ......covviiieirennaeinsn 5,945.40

Total
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BRETHREN WHO HAVE BEEN PRESENTED WITH THE FIFTY

YEAR BADGE BY THE GRAND LODGE, A.".F.".& A.".M.".

OF NEBRASKA SINCE THE LAST REPORT AS
SHOWN ON PAGE 59, PROCEEDINGS 1935

Date Received

Certificate Master Mason’s

No. Brother Degree Lodge Number
479—Burlingame Walker.,..... .June 10, 1885....North Bend No. 119
480—John P. Cobb............ April 4, 1885....Covert No. 11
ArlelBlET gy [P 870 0000600000 April 14, 1885....Covert No. 11
482—William B. Vance........ May 18, 1880....Rob Morris No. 46
483—William Pugh............ May 28, 1885....Lone Tree No. 36
484—Charles H. Mullin........ May 13, 1885....Capitol No. 3
485-—Alexander D, Marriott....Feb. 16, 1885....Capitol No. 3
486—Matthew A. Priestley..... June 11, 1885....Fremont No. 15
487—George E. See............ Dec. 26, 1883....Rob Morris No. 46
488—Daniel J. Drebert........ May 12, 1885....Globe No. 113
489—William Kelly............ May 22, 1884....Washington No. 21
490—Henry Wehner...........April 7, 1885....Fremont No. 15
491—T.evi C. Reichard........ April 30, 1885....Siloam No. 147
402—Horace Shank...... b oo ba Aug. 11, 1885....Siloam No. 147
493—Steadman P. Beebe....... May 7, 1881....Fremont No. 15
494—Chauncey L. Wattles..... Aug. 15, 1885....Trowel No. 71
495-—James F. Davis.......... July —, 1884....John J. Mercer No. 290
496—John J. Cole............. Sept. 22, 1885....St. Johns No. 25
497—William E. Efner......... Mar. 9, 1869....Minnekadusa No. 192
498—William M. Karr......... Oct. 16, 1885....JamesA.TulleysNo. 267
499—Badge replaced.
500—Charles Slattery.......... Mar. 6, 1880....Lincoln No. 19
501--Samuel M. Ewing........ Cet. 23, 1882....Justice No. 180
-502—James R. Smith.......... Nov. 10, 1885....Washington = No. 21
503—Ellet G. Drake........... May 10, 1885....Beatrice No. 26
504—KEdwin J. Spaulding...... Nov. 17, 1885....Gothenburg  No. 249
505—William H. Reader....... Sept. 7, 1881....York No. 36
506—Adolph C. Lichtenberger..Oct. 17, 1883....Covert No. 11
507—DBruce E. Jolls......... ..Mar. 26, 1883....Ashlar No. 33
.508—George J. Spohn......... July 1, 1885....Superior No. 121
509—Harry H. Mauck......... July 11, 1884....Superior No. 121
510—Franklin D. Fales......... Jan. 6, 1886....Ponca No. 101
511—Wesley T. Wileox........ Dec. 13, 1885....Platte Valley No. 32
512—Matthew A. Hall......... Jan. 12, 1886....Geo.W.Lin’ger No. 268
513-—Hudson H. Nicholson..... May 12, 1885....Lincoln No. 19
514—FEugene M. Tyler....... ..Aug. 24, 1885....Auburn No. 124
515—William J. Sears......... Dec. 8, 1884....Creighton No. 100
516—Stewart W. Lee.......... Jan. 2, 1886....Rawalt No. 138
517—Edward S. Bottom........ Mar. 13, 1886....Edgar No. 67
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518—Will J. Scoutt....... ....Feb, 11, 1886....Rob Morris = No. 46
519—William H. MeCoy....... April 17, 1886....Fairbury No. 35
520—Henry E. Goodrich....... July 10, 1886....Nelson No. 77
521—Ephraim R. Bee...oovvvoa..... —, 1879....Fairbury No. 35
522—Joseph G. Woodman...... Jan. 3, 1885....0asis No. 271
523—Y¥rank H. Fowler......... April 10, 1886....Fremont No. 15
524—J. Edwin Smith......... Oct. 16, 1885....York No. 56
525—Charles A. MecCloud...... Mar. 19, 1886....York No. 56
526—William F. Rankin....... July 7, 1885....York No. 56
527—Rosecrans R. Root........ May 7, 1886....Cement No. 211
528—Charles H. Sloan......... April 20, 1886....Geneva No. 79
529—James A. Rice........... April 30, 1886....Siloam No. 147
530—Robert M. Taggart....... April 14, 1886....Western Star No. 2
531—Luther M. Kuhns........ May 13, 1886....Capitol No. 3
532—Charles W. Brininger.....Mar. 4, 1886....Ashlar No. 33
533—Henry M. Campbell....... Sept. 17, 1885....Ashlar No. 33
534—James H. Roberts........ Aug. 21, 1886....Valley No. 157
535—Pearl E, Woleott......... Aug. 21, 1882....Zeredatha No. 160
RETURNS

Returns from all Lodges have been received, the cards have been
made, the changes entered, and the cards filed.

The following Lodges do not report whether they carry any insur-
ance or not: Nos. 140, 197, 209, 231, 233, and 278. Franklin Lodge No.
264, and Antelope Lodge No. 276, report carrying no insurance. AIL
other Lodges report carrying insurance on buildings or personal property..

The following Lodges report having no delinquent dues: Nos. 1, 11,
54, 82, 100, 111, 126, 165, 210, 223, 258, and 312, a total of twelve, one
more than last year. Of these twelve, the following had no delinquent.
dues for 1934: Nos. 1, 11, 82, 126, 165, 210, 258, and 312,

The number of delinquent members is reported to be 8,626, as com-
pared to 9,469 for the previous year.

The amount delinquent is $86,588.74, as compared to $96,449.75 for
1934, $107,323.52 for 1933, and $101,807.80 for 1932.

The average for each delinquent is $10.03, which is fifteen cents.
less than last year.

RETURNS
Wiz @ Cherteneel 10mElES 606000600656050080606 000006 086900000 201
Number of Lodges under dispensation ........cceveeiiniiennnnnans 1
Total number of Lodges ...coevveveneinannnnnn. 00000 A600 000000000 A%
Number initiated during the year ....covvvvevnncinnss 557
BTl Ee TEREEGL 0 no0000000000000060000a000060088000600 543
IWITe e TEHHEE 500000000000000006006000065560605009000 539

Nl e, 63 B b EHEil 6 6 o0 o Bdb 085 0 5 960 a.db 0% S0 BaBoaabod o 272
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Number reinstated .....c.ccieeieiiiierennnoranannans 433
Number gained by other causes .....ccvveeeiaranianes 22

Total Gross INCrease ....uoeceerucsceccanusencanone 1266
Number demitted during the year ................... 379
INREBESEY GIEEERREGL 5 oo000000000600000600500000000000530 606
IWTETOET FRSEERCIEEl 666000000000600060950060006000050000 1478
WitaoEs E@uellEtl 660060004 60000000000606005008000000 22
Number lost by other causes ........cevveerenuecnnns {0

N6 L8 0060000000006900060500080500000000060 2492
Net Loss for the year ending December 31, 1935.........000000ns 1226
Number of Master Masons on hand December 31, 1934........... 35,043
Number of Master Masons on hand December 31, 1935........... 33,817

Fraternally submitted,

’/_>—
N 4
A

Grand Secretary.

. o
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ROLL OF HONOR

Lodges Reporting No Delinquent Dues
for the year 1935.

Nebraska Lodge No. 1, Omaha.
Covert LLodge No. |11, Omaha.
Lancaster Lodge No. 54, Lincoln.
Saint Paul Lodge No. 82, Saint Paul.
Creighton Lodge No. 100, Creighton.
DeWitt Lodge No. 111, DeWitt.
Stromsburg LLodge No. 126, Stromsburg.
Barneston Lodge No. 165, Barneston.
East Lincoln Lodge No. 210, Lincoln.
Eminence L.odge No. 223, Giltner.
Anselmo Lodge No. 258, Anselmo.
Oak Leaf Lodge No. 312, Lynch.

Right Angle Lodge No. 303, was placed on the
Honor Roll, for the reason that it is the only Lodge in
this Grand Jurisdiction that has never shown a loss in
membership from the date it received its charter.
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REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN

To The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Complying with the Law in regard to the activities of this office,
the following report is made.

Acting under the direction of the Grand Master regular sehools were
held in the following numbered Lodges:

40, 86, 99, 102, 108, 127, 137, 144, 147, 156, 157, 163, 167, 168, 172,
173, 175, 177, 180, 191, 193, 196, 212, 223, 232, 234, 236, 237, 241, 251, 254,
274, 277, 284, 292, 294, 304, 308.

Central meetings have been held at Beatrice, Scottsbluff, Hastings,
and McCook, where all of the work was covered and practically all of
the Lodges in the surrounding district represented.

M.".W..William C. Ramsey, and other Grand Lodge officers were
present at all of these meetings and their presence and inspiration have
done much to make the meetings a success.

DEPUTY CUSTODIANS

Word was received on June 15, 1935 that W. .Brother John Bennett,
Deputy Custodian, of Linecoln Lodge No. 19, had passed to the Great
Beyond. I attended his funeral on June 17, 1935, at which there was a
large turnout of Masons to testify to his standing in the Craft in
Lincoln,

Brother John Bennett was very active in the work with the Lodges
in Lincoln, and his passing left a place that will be hard to fill.

CERTIFIED LODGES

Five Lodges have been added to the Certified List this Masonic
year. ; :

Western Star Lodge No. 2, Nebraska City.

Waterloo Lodge No. 102, Waterloo.

Arcana Lodge No. 195, Gordon.

Gavel Lodge No. 199, Carleton.

George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268, Omaha.

CERTIFIED BRETHREN

The following have been added to the list of 337, already reported
in previous years and these brethren are all doing a fine work in keeping
their Lodges in proper condition in the work.

Vilzlieelim N 18I 5656608006 600000 680088606000 a0 Capitol Lodge No. 3
1LEEIE, WIE7ER 35060060000 0000006606068 00000666d00 a0 Capitol Lodge No. 3
Ralph C. Batie ....o..000.. 505da0cauadaon +.....Capitol Lodge No. 3
Wade H. Greene ............cv0vvvenvvens.....Capitol Lodge No. 3
LT A\, IPI0EITI 5 66 000,06 0006 06 .0600 6 000 b 500 50 Capitol Lodge No. 3
Edwin Otto Brewer ............. 500000 600000000 Capitol Lodge No. 3

Guy M. Howe ..... ©0000005000 s 6oton0000000000 Lincoln Lodge No. 19
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Theodore J. Roeder .................oouaet, ..Lincoln Lodge
WIENE SIS Gor000006460005000060060060000006 800 Lincoln Lodge
AR 18 WMIET 56 6 00'0 0 9600 60 6/0,05 000 60 ¢ 06 pAdd o & Lincoln Lodge
Albert S. Johnston ....c.ciiiieaeiirerenennnnes Lincoln Lodge
JElnrallal 1D, TBHAEM 5000604 000006006G000600040408 Beatrice Lodge
[Sh Wl 1E@R 6 5600000 00 38 codcs0db00080d 0500 Hebron Lodge
John J. Wilson .........ccciiiiiiiaaa... Lancaster Lodge
Wayne W. Reese .....civvceeieinnerinennan- Lancaster Lodge
12 1) AT 0 50 8 50 0005005660 66 008 00 o Beaver City Lodge
WERTEY (S, JEEGIEEE 6 oooho0nosananoboooooa Beaver City Lodge
ey BBEERIN 06060a6006.0603000906000006000060064 Waterloo Lodge
WWallbsn 184 Il R 5550604 0066060800 5000006008 Bee Hive Lodge
IG5, IBIRGIN 5006806 6A0680000d0906008 06080 Bee Hive Lodge
ArthuriCIBWanNSon .l aivsddeeie clhiie sefe sialolsio e n e o Bee Hive Lodge
Perry M. Wheeler ....cccecicaecieionoecenn. Bee Hive Lodge
1, 1 e I EIHeIn ~6 00000000850 08606 00 000 36 o B Bee Hive Lodge
A0 ISR W EYEOVIN. 060050 00000006000000000008 0060 Arcana Lodge
1BnEEs € IPUGGE7 6000000606000000906 8000000049000 Arcana Lodge
Ciailes \WVETERY 0000060046006060000000000096 000 Arcana Lodge
I@eER @) 1BEHEE 00 0990000006006680000 0000 b 6na0e Gavel Lodge
JamesF Sy Bakers it v B g o East Lincoln Lodge
Curry W. Watson .....c..ocovveeeinninnes East Lincoln Lodge
Louis C. Anderson ........ a00Ba0dtiog oo 660 East Lincoln Lodge
I 1EHD 60005306060030060000006000000 East Lincoln Lodge
Charles N. Perry ....ceccoveeiivncncrnnans East Lineoln Lodge
Wayne W. Reese .....coo0ccecinnencinnan. East Lincoln Lodge
Jlam 10 IRLES7 06 0900000000050060600600000006p0C Pilot Lodge
(ONERER@E 125 1565% 6 606 0000006a60000600600004060 60 adE Oasis Lodge
Roy V. Hull ....ciniiiiiiieinenneiisananncnanans Oasis Lodge
Horace G. Schaller ..... ) e 5000 0B 0B o0 ....Omaha Lodge
Perry J. Caldwell ....ccccveencccinencaen College View Lodge

NEW LODGES

[OMAHA,

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No..
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

19
19
19
19
26
43
54
54
93
9h
102
184
184
184
184
184
195
195
195
199
210
210
210
210
210
210
240
271
271
288
320

A number of Brethren at Cairo have for some time contemplated
asking for a Dispensation, and thirty-one of these, feeling that the time
was opportune, made their request. They were instituted as Cairo
Lodge U.".D.". by R.".W.".Walter R. Raecke, on January 24, 1936.

In the short time that they were authorized to work, they have
If conditions
are such as to bring in a number of new members during the coming
Masonie year and they continue in their enthusiasm there will be good
reason to think that the Lodge may be made a regular onme.

done a fair amount of work in a very creditable manner.

CORNER STONES AND DEDICATIONS

I have attended and taken part in the following Grand Lodge activi-

ties during the year:
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Corner Stone Laying Masoniec Temple, Cambridge, August 20, 193&.

Dedication New Masonie Temple, Lincoln, September 9, 1935.

Corner Stone Laying, Chappell Memorial Library, Chappell, Septem-
ber 12, 1935.

Corner Stone Laying, Lodge Pole High School Building, November
13, 1935.

Corner Stone Laying, McGrew High School, March 17, 1936.

Corner Stone Laying, Baker High School, Stapleton, April 18, 1936.

Corner Stone Laying, Dawes County Court House, Chadron, May 9,
1936.

Meetings for anniversaries, Fifty-Year Button presentations, In-
stallation and Jordan Medal presentations have been attended in a
number of Lodges; and the checking of membership, began last year has
been completed in the twenty-seven Lodges.

Special work has been attended to in a number of Lodges under the
direction of the Grand Master.

GENERAL CONDITIONS

Although there are many Lodges that are having a struggle to keep
up their membership to the safety point, yet there is an earnest effort
being made to do their part in seeing that the widow and orphan are
given consideration and aid in the time of need.

There are some that are working against heavy odds on account of
the changes that come with the good roads and other fast changing
conditions and who eventually will have to meet the issue with con-
solidation or surrender of Charters. These are being assisted as far as
possible and with the true Masonic spirit will be worked out for the
good of all concerned when the proper time comes.

Every consideration has been shown by the Craft in all my travels
and I deeply appreciate the many courtesies that have been extended te
me and the kindly support that has been given me by all of the
Grand Lodge Officers,

Fraternally submitted,

SSa

Grand Custodian.
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At 12:10 o’clock P. M., the Grand Lodge was called from
labor to refreshment.

FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION
Tuesday, June 9, 1936

At 1:30 o’clock P. M., the Grand L.odge was called from
refreshment to labor, Officers and members being present as
at the preceding session.

W. .Brother Leslie E. Sauer, 31, presented the report of
the Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers, which was
adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge A.".F.".& A.".M."., of Nebraska:

Your Committee on Doings of Grand Officers respectfully reports
and recommends, that the Address of Most Worshipful William C. Ram-
sey, Grand Master, under its designated heads, be referred as follows:

To the Committee on Fraternal Dead:
The Chapter on “Necrology.”
To the Committec on Jurisprudence:
The Chapter on “Approval of By-laws of Lodges.”
The last paragraph of the Chapter on “The Jordan Medal.”
The Chapter on “Invading Another Jurisdietion.”
The Chapter on “Reinstatement of Members Suspended for More
than Three Years,” in conjunction with recommendation No. 14.
The Chapter on “Recommendations for Amendments to the Law,”
with the exception of Recommendation No. 10.
The Chapter on “Decisions.”
The Chapter on “Trials by Commissions.”
The first paragraph of the Chapter on “General Recommendations.”
To the Committce on ¥Finance:
The Chapter on “Bonds of Secrctaries and Treasurers of Subordinate
Lodges.”
The next to the last paragraph of the Chapter on “Dispensations.”
The eighth paragraph of the Chapter on ‘“The Nebraska Masonic
Home” pertaining to the crection of another unit at the In-
firmary.
Paragraphs five and six of the Chapter on “The Masonic-Eastern
Star Home for Children.”
Recommendation No. 10, of the Chapter on “Recommendations for
Amendments to the Law.”
Paragraph two of the Chapter on “General Recommendations.”
The Chapter on “Conferences of Grand Masters and Grand Secre-
taries.”

‘To the Committee on Charters and Dispensations:
The Chapter on “Dispensation for Formation of New Lodges.”
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To the Committee on Foreign Correspondence:
The Chapter on “Grand Representatives Appointed.”
The Chapter on “Grand Representatives Recommended.”
To the Committee on George Washington Masonic National Memorial:
The Chapter on “The George Washington Masoniec National Memor-
| ial Association.”
To the Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans:
The Chapter on “The Nebraska Masonic Home,” with the exception
of paragraph eight.
The Chapter on “The Masonic-Eastern Star Home for Children,”
with the exception of paragraphs five and six. ‘
The Chapter on “Direct Reclief.”

To the Temple Building Advisory Committee:
The Chapter on “Dedication.”
To the Masters and Secretarics of Subordinate Lodges:
The Chapter on “Past Masters’ Certificates.”
To the Incoming Grand Master:
The Chapter on “Grand Lodge Dues and Delinqueneies,” with spee-
ial reference to the last paragraph.”
The Chapter on “Lodges not Represented.”

To the Grand Lodge for its careful consideration, the

Chapter on “Conditions.”

The Chapter on “Promulgation of Work.”

It must be clearly apparent to our members, after hearing this de-
tailed report of our Grand Master, that he has given most liberally of
his time and energy, and labored most conseientiously to fulfill the obli-
gations of his high office, and further the interests of Masonry in this
Grand Jurisdiction.

It is human nature to shrink from unpleasant duties, but although
our Grand Master has been confronted with many serious problems he
has courageously met and faced cach as it arose, and has put forth
every effort to make a fair, impartial, and conscientious decision. It
is evident that each conclusion was arrived at after a most minute and
careful study of each individual case.

He has given unsparingly of his time in visitations, not only among
our local Brethren and Lodges, but has taken part in many Masonic
activities throughout the state. He has also visited several other Grand
Jurisdictions, some at considerable distance, in his desire to bring us
into closer fellowship with other jurisdictions.

He appeared, with distinetion, on the program of the Masoniec Re-
lief Association of the United States and Canada, which met at Fort
Worth, Texas, in October, 1935.

He was signally honored in being elected Chairman of the Confer-
ence of Grand Masters at Washington, D. C., in February of this year.
This is an honor that comes but seldom to any one jurisdiction, and was
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significant of his ability and brought honor and eredit to the Masons of
this state.

His sincerc interest in the affairs of the subordinate lodges, and his
friendly and cordial personality have endeared him to all with whom
he has come in contact. He has been zealous and untiring in his efforts
on behalf of Masonry throughout the entire year, and is entitled to our
commendation for his faithful service.

REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY

As usual this report pertains almost entirely to the finaneial affairs
of our Grand Lodge. We urge the members to consider this report care-
fully, as only by so doing will they become familiar with this very im-
portant and neeessary part of our institution. It will be noted that the
finances of our Grand Lodge are in excellent condition. Considering
the difficulty of keeping large sums safely invested during the present
times, our present financial condition is a splendid tribute to our Grand
Secretary, upon whom rests almost the entirc responsibility for the in-
vestment of funds.

Our Grand Secretary continues to be very active in the activities of
Freemasonry generally, having completed during the past year his term of
office as President of the Masonic Relief Association of the United States
and Canada, and also that of Grand Commander of Knights Templar of
Nebraska. Both offices he filled with distinction to himself and honor
to this state.

We call especial attention to the high tribute paid our Grand Secre-
tary in the Grand Master’'s Address, particularly the high esteem in
which he is held by Grand Officers of other jurisdictions. It reflects
honor to our Grand Lodge. As in the past, he continues to give much
time and helpful suggestions to individual officers and members.

We recommend that designated portions of the report of the Grand
Secretary be referred as follows:

To the Committee on Finance:

All matters in the Financial Report.
To the Committee on Gricvances:

The Chapter on “Grievances.”
To the Committece on Returns:

All Chapters pertaining to “Returns.”

REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF THE GRAND CUSTODIAN,

The report of this Officer shows he has been active and zealous in
the discharge of his duties.

Regular schools were held in a large number of Lodges and several
Central Schools held. Five additional Lodges were added to the Certified
List, and his report contains a long list of newly Certified Brethren.
This would indicate that he has been able to stimulate an interest among
the members to improve their work, even though they do not have the
encouragement of many new candidates.
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In addition to his regular duties, this Officer has assisted at numer-
ous Grand Lodge activities throughout the state. His report indicates
that many of the Lodges have increased their efficiency and bettered
their condition through his efforts.

Your Committee further recommends that all matters not herein
specifically referred to any Committee, in the Address of the Grand
Master, and the Reports of the Grand Secretary and Grand Custodiau,
be ratified and approved.

Fraternally submitted,

George R. Porter, Covert No. 11,
Charles M. Edwards, Falls City No. 9,
Leslie E. Sauer, Tekamah Lodge No. 31,
William J. Rinehart, Gilead No. 233,
Roland Ramsay, Oliver No. 38,

Committee.

M.". W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master, introduced
‘W. .Brother Charles Durden, Grand Orator, who delivered the

ORATION
M. W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master :

Brethren:

One of the pleasures that the Grand Master has in serving you is the
privilege of his own selection for appointment of the Grand Orator. It
was my privilege this year to appoint as Grand Orator, not the Pastor
of my church, but the Pastor of one of the largest churches here in
Omaha, one of the finest speakers, and the finest man that it has been
my privilege to know.

At this time I want to present to you our Grand Orator, Brother
Charles Durden.

ORATION

ISLANDS OF SAFETY
Worshipful Grand Master, Officers, Guests and Brethren of the Grand

Lodge:

I am deeply sensible of the faet that the Grand Master has already
confessed that he has made some mistakes this year, and I humbly sub-
mit to you that whatever in his kindness he may have thought about it,
I did not receive his appointment with elation, but with a great deal of
personal concern. I should like to be able not to disgrace him in the
address this afternoon. Yet I cannot forget that when our Grand
Secretary made the announcement of a very attractive function for this
evening he remarked “there will be no speeches in it.”

I listened a week ago to a gentleman who came out of a great city
in the middle west, a professor in a great University; a man who knew
thoroughly the subject with which he was dealing, as far as a man
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could know a subject so full of speculation. He talked of the origin of
man. He was dressed with all the regalia of the Academic processional,
at a University Commencement and as he spceulated about what we were
like 500 thousand years ago, and then became modern in his application,
and talked of only 50 thousand years ago, I thought the audience looked
somewhat muddled and worried; those who could hear,—and not all of
them could, fortunately—expressed a good deal of puzzlement and diffi-
culty in their faces. Then at the end of the address, without any an-
nouncement of any sori, four young men walked to the platform and
rendered a musical number, and at the end of that amazing address on
what we were like 50 thousand years ago, these young men sang: “Lead
Kindly Light Amid the Encircling Gloom, Lead Thou Me On.”

As I turn to the address that I should like to bring you this after-
noon on the subject, “Islands of Safety” I cannot refrain from sharing
some of the uneasiness, without pessimism, so finely expressed by our
Grand Master this afternoon. If in this jurisdiction we have lost in
the last few years 20 per cent of our membership, may I say to you that
almost every character-building, spiritually functioning organization in
this country has matehed that decrease.

I had in my hands a few days ago a very careful analysis of the
matter of child training in this difficult day, showing a minimum of 18
million boys and girls not receiving any sort of direct or indirect relig-
ious instructions, no preparation for the business of living or the prob-
lems of citizenship that these boys and girls must carry in a few years,
Sunday Schools decreasing, churches discovering difficulty in maintain-
ing their maximum of membership, in an hour when, if ever, a force of
character and the power of spirituality is needed, this is the hour.

Without being pessimistic I want you here to think with me this
afternoon of what I am ealling “Islands of Safety.” It is a time of
change; that, I grant. On every side one hears expressions that parallel
this: “We are in a time of transition,” or “Things are in a state of flux,”
or, “it is chaos,” “it is confusion,” “it is difficult on every side,” or “this
is a new era, and we are in the birth-pangs of a new day, therefore we
must suffer.” While these statements are true in part, let us never forget
that every day has been a new day since this world was born. This
body in or about which this personality of mine lives and revolves is
not the body T had some years ago; as a matter of fact you and I know
that every man who is healthy is getting a new body, an altogether new
body every seven years. What is true of the body in which or about
which our personalities are living is also true of the generation to which
we belong. Every gencration is a new generation, with vexing prob-
lems that never arose before. One can only hope that as other genera-
tions have faced the problems that harrassed and sometimes well-nigh
brought them to destruction, and yet werc able to overcome them with
a spiritual foree, and spiritual power and character—one ean well hope
that this generation possesses the same amount of vision and spiritual
force and energy to bring to pass whatever changes must come and safe-
guard the liberties we hold so dear.
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Islands of Safety. The reason I chose this title: I was in New York,
bewildered by the mass of traffic one day, and it was necessary for me
to go across the street, and quickly, and as I dashed between that never-
ending traffic I landed on a little island in the middle of the street where
I caught my breath, waited a moment until the stream thinned out again,
and made my dash to the other sidewalk, from sidewalk to island to
sidewalk, Islands of Safety.

A world traveler these days discovers this: That while in transition
from one country to another dangers altogether unexpected arise, and
the passage on transition must be made as rapidly as possible through
some countries, there are some borders on which he may stand in safety,
get a breathing spell and prepare to move again, very much as the
traveler across the desert plods over the vast desert in danger of
famine and exhaustion, but finds spread by the Almighty Himself across
that immutable desert, the oasis in which he may find rest and refreshment
before he continues his journey. So I have a feeling in all the flux, the
change, the confusion, the difficulties of our time there are some things
on which we may safely put our feet and stand secure, and before I am
through I shall call your attention to some of these Islands of Safety,
but may I first indicate to you some occasions and sum up the great
problems that present themselves and make the need for these Islands
of Safety.

I have a friend who spends his vacations in New England, on the
New England coast, usually in a sailing boat, and he goes from port to
port seeking the quiet bays and where he finds a town tucked away, de-
lights to anchor his bark in the quiet waters of the bay and explore the
old hamlets. He told me once of a little place to which he came, with
very great interest. At the center of that old-fashioned town there was
a building that evidently occupied the principal place in the affection
of the people, and after looking at it rather curiously he entered its
door to find it was one great room, with an old whaling ship built in the
center, and around it a balcony where men could sit and look at it, in-
spect the architecture that belonged to the whaling days, and if imagi-
nation served them tarry and visit with the old weather-beaten captain
of other days. So he sat beside the captain, and somewhat led him
along until at last he dared to put the question: “What was the most
remarkable experience you ever had in your whaling days?’ And with-
out any hesitation the old captain related this ineident. He told of a
wearisome week that he had in quiet waters, with not a breath of wind
stirring, with a full load of canvas on the ship, but scarcely moving,
so little breeze was there, the piteh oozing out of the seams of the
deck, the men lying lazily, and almost ready to rebel, taking no interest
in the situation. Day after day it had continued, when all at onee some-
thing went by them, his eye caught it, and still another one. The ecap-
tain sounded the call, “All hands on deck,” and gave orders to the first
mate to take down every inch of canvas. The first mate looked at the
captain when he gave the order, and then looked to the brazen skies
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that were like molten brass, muttered to himself, “‘The old man has
gone crazy,” and turned to the captain, and said: “You mean, sir, to
take in all sail.” And he said, “I gave you the order, get these men to
work, and get it done quickly.” The erew muttered beneath their breath
that the old man had lost his mind from the heat, but at last every inech
of canvas was furled, and then something began to happen, and within
an hour they were in the teeth of a raging storm, a storm that lasted
for three days. It had come apparently from nowhere like a bolt out of
the blue. When the mate said to the captain—in that old day instru-
ments were not so complete that scientific ways could be found to
measure the weather—“How did you even suspect there was any wind
coming?” He replied, “I saw a thistle seed float past me in the breeze,
then I saw another, and I knew, though everything was calm, and there
was not a cloud in the sky, somewhere this far out to sea, blowing those
thistle sceds so many hundred miles, there was a strong wind.” Well, T
am suggesting to you that you look at some of the thistle seeds a moment,
they are blowing around us while the storm perhaps is not apparent, that
you use your own judgment as to what those thistle seeds mean.

You know, it has heen commonly supposed that the only confessional
to be found in the world is among our Catholic friends. That is not true.
I do not share the doctrine that any good is done to the soul of a man
merely because a priest says “Absolvo te”. Every Protestant minister
worthy of the name shares with me the feeling that the most valuable
part of all our work, next, perhaps to that part where we proclaim the
gospel of salvation as it is in Jesus Christ, is when, in the quiet of the
minister’s study, a young man, or a young woman, more often a young
woman, comes in, and after a little fencing, and a little difficulty in get-
ting the conversation started, starts to pour out a burden from his or her
soul that reveals something of what has been going on in his life, and
as a minister with a confessional in constant use I want to say to you
that the stories that are coming to us as ministers these days, and to
some of you as friends of youth, make us feel that we are living in an
exceedingly difficult time. I cannot repcat the stories—you would not
want me to—the minister receives them and takes them to the Throne
of God and then forgets them—except to say this to you, that there is
more ruin hack of the pleasant faces and the dancing, smiling eyes that
you are meeting on the streets than you could dream. In this day of the
defective spiritual ideals, in this day of the throwing out of the old
conventions, in this day of the new morality, or immorality, eall it which
you will, that has come to us from across the waters, in this day, when
the experiences are new, and youung people are entering into alliances
they had not dreamed they would ever enter, and the results of which
they do not yet sense, I say to you the thistle-seeds are blowing around
telling us that there are some bulwarks that need rebuilding, or to use
my figure, some islands of safety that still need safe-guarding.

Flaming youth! Flaming youth, caught by the enemies of decent
society, and marshaled for other purposes than character-building. Flam-
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ing youth, preyed upon by every propaganda group in this country, oh,
yes, in this world. ¥laming youth, the tool of the nations of the earth,
who may have or not have, I leave you to judge, every design upon them
for the control of things.

Flaming youth appeals to Masons, to churches, to every character-
building agency for the help that will save it from that into which it is
being led. Let me go a little further. 1t is a very dangerous and diffi-
cult day in this personal relationship about which I am first speaking in
the matter of the thought of the home, the marriage relationship, the
conventionality that safe-guards us yet. I know whereof I speak. I am
speaking out of some bitter experiences of late. When I came to Omaha
I was able to make the statement that never as long as I had been a
minister had 1 been called upon to face the difficulties of broken homes
among people who were active church members. I made that statement
a week ago, and a friend and I talked it over afterwards, because I had
said in the nearly seven years in which I have been in Omaha I have
been called upon to share in the solution of at least twelve broken
family relationships among churech members who apparently were doing
very well. My friend questioned it. Since that conversation a week
ago I have faced two wives whose marriage relationships are dissolving
because of the immorality and the unconventionality of this hour. We
have lost something, and I say to you, as I think of these Islands of
Safety in this generation, when spiritual force seems to be losing some-
thing of its energy and its power to transform, that it is the business
not only of churches, but of every Masonic Lodge worthy the name to
see to it that every ounce of trust in God and spiritual power that can
be contributed to the generation in which we live should be contributed.
Will you pardon if I am over-zealous in this matter. I say to you I do
not think a man is worthy the name of Mason who does not put God
first in his life and see to it that he makes that spiritual contribution
to the men and women and especially the boys and girls with whom he
has to deal.

But I think not only of these personal relationships, I think of some
other relationships that are greatly troubling us in these days. The great
Einstein made the statement recently that is a terribly shocking state-
ment, if it is true. Speaking of the matter of war, he said, “if two per
cent of the people in our world, in the nations of the earth, believed
that war could be abolished it could be done.” That is a terrible indiet-
ment. If it is true, with the world preparing for war, with nations
building armaments without regard to treaty relationships, with all the
great treaties between the nations on that matter being scrapped, it is a
very dangerous and difficult day, and it constitutes one of the problems
that you and I as Masons have to face. No man could live in respect-
able society and believe in war, but the question arises as to what is the
solution of the problem for this hour. Let us be careful to exercise toler-
ance and brotherly love in this matter. One believes that by throwing
down arms war can be ended. Another believes that he still needs a
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front door with a lock upon it. One believes that altruistic United
States might lead the rest of the world into 2 movement for peace; while
another eyes with uneasiness the changes in other nations, the growing
power of dictators, the lessening of Democracy across the World, and
feels .that he must have the utmost protection for defense in our own
land.

What is Nationalism? TIs it the over-praising on the part of Ameri-
can influence, of American pride in possession, of American delight in
American traditions, or is it that proper love for country, which every
bird has for its nest, every man for his home, and every patriot for his
flag? I can easily concede how, if there walked into this room this af-
ternoon a delegation of Masons—they can still be found—from Germany,
with a delegation of Masonic Brethren—and they can still be found,
despite the persecutions__from Italy, that all thought of Nationalism on
our part would disappear and we would recognize our Brethren who were
kindred with us in the ideals we have and in the love we possess for
tenets of the Fraternity to which we belong. We should not make a
border about ourselves and shut these out. I do not concede that to
be an evil ery, which cries in these days when the world is on fire, that
America must see to it that her defences are sound and that she is ready
to take care of any emergencies that may arise, but I pray God never
will. That constitutes for us the difficulties these days, because of sev-
eral things: First, that beyond question the nations across the world
that are arming desire nothing better than to see America totally dis-
armed. It constitutes for us a menace, because beyond question a
greater advantage can be taken of a defenseless country, than of a
country well defended. A man who cries for unpreparedness does not
understand what he is asking, and has never read the history of
America in her wars. Our greatest losses have come out of our unpre-
paredness, and when one tells me that the armed man is the only man
who fights, I answer, “not when both are armed.”

Islands of safety are needed in a day when subversive movements
of that type are on foot, but there is a second I shall mention briefly
and pass on. We are living in a day when there are a great many in-
justices in our economic order. He would be a very blind man who
does not recognize and freely admit that there is much that must be
settled. There are inequalities of opportunities around us that ought
not to exist; there is stark poverty in this country that cannot long
exist in America. There are sufferings of women and children that are
very difficult for men to tolerate.

Now, the question arises as to whether or not we can make
changes within the economic order that will relieve the injustices and
change the inequalities without destroying that which is at the base
of our present American life, the opportunity for every individual to
walk the pathway of his own choice, and the absence of that regi-
mentation that will always be distasteful to liberty-loving people. We
are being told repeatedly, freely in many quarters, that we are facing
a Tevolutionary change in the economic order.
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I speak for myself—whatever your opinion may be—I am exceed-
ingly uneasy about these changes in the economic order, when I see
how far extremists can go, when I see what unholy use they can make
of the house of God, when I see the utter perversion of the preaching
of the Gospel, when I see the mistaken notion of what is Christian
teaching. There is no new world to come that is not based on spiritual
power in Jesus Christ. In my judgment the social teachings of Jesus
Christ are based absolutely on the regenerated heart of the individual.

I do not think there is any hope of a whole society while there
are not whole men. There can be a Russia, yes, but Russia cannot
long endure on its present basis. There can be a Germany, yes, but
Germany will be a shining example in a few years to come, of what
dictatorship ean mean. Therc can be an Italy, yes, but anyone who
knows the inside life of Italy, with its utter loss of all personal lib-
erties, knows that that cannot be tolerated in America. I do not
believe a new economic order can be socialistic and remain American,
And, therefore, I say to you that we face a very difficult day, with
the voices that are ecalling on every side to the mistaken men, and
women who are lending themselves to what they call “bringing a new
social order.”

And I turn briefly to the part of my subject “Where are the islands
of safety?” The individual liberty of conscience that America enjoys
is the first of the islands of safety to which I make reference. No Priest,
no Preacher, no Church, no person has a right to wrest from another
person that individual liberty of conseience, but liberty of conscience
has gone by the board across the water in most of the countries.

A friend of mine rclated this conversation to me only three days
ago. He said: “I sat on the train with a Minister, a Priest of another
denomination, and he said to me, ‘Let us visit a while.) He said I was
sitting across the aisle and I accepted the invitation and sat in the seat
with him. The priest asked concerning his religious persuasion. And
my friend said, “I am a Baptist.” The Priest named his Church, and
said, “Let’s talk about religious things.” Said the Baptist, “I wouldn’t
have any chance whatever with 2 man of your education and training in
arguing about any question.” He said “We are not going to argue, but
let me suggest a topic on which we shall both agree. As you are a
Baptist, would you tell me why it is that the President of the United
States has not yet made an effort to obtain religious liberties for Catho-
lics, and some measure of justice in Mexico?” And my friend said he
replied, “Will you tell me why it is that the Pope at Rome has never said
anything about what they are doing to Masons in Italy?’ It was a body
blow. I am not eriticising any particular church. I say to you that one
of the islands of safety on which we stand is this matter of the right
of the individual conscience. You have a right to serve God or not serve
God, state or no state. You have a right to follow Jesus Christ, or not
follow Jesus Christ, as your individual eonscience dictates. Brother
Masons ought to be ready, and most of them are, to die for that tenet
of their order. We believe in liberty of conscience.
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But I touech the second. It seems to me it is one of the proper out-
growths of it, the absolute separation of Church and State is one of the
islands of safety on which we put our feet. Until Roger Williams, a
Baptist preacher, three hundred years ago separated himself from his
fellow Christians and went out and formed for himself a community,
there was no community on all this earth where Church and State were
separated. If you feel like contradicting that, let me remind you, with-
out offense to any particular denomination, that Presbyterians in Geneva
exercised the right of choosing many years ago, that Lutheran Germany
turned loose all the power of the State upon Ana-Baptists who would not
agree to a State Church; that those who believed in the separation of
Church from State and declined to accept the authority of the State in
the Churches were put to death by thousands in Holland. The story
goes on the world over until you find three hundred years ago Roger
Williams established that state in our own midst in spite of the aections
of congregational Puritan New England, and said, “In this land we will
not tolerate a State and Church joined.” And it was a group of men
who believed with him, who later sought out George Washington and
presented their request. George Washington himself presented the matter
of separation of Church and State, and saw to it, that there was written
into the Constitution of the United States of America that article that
forever will keep Church and State separated in America,

Now then, we are in a day when that is being broken down. We
are in a day when the test of a man’s religious faith is a test of his
political rights. We are in a day when one great Church reaches out
to get its grip upon everything that it can grip for itself. We are
living in a day when even relief has been administered in many places
with regard to religious distinction. We are living in a time when
public funds are being spent for Parochial schools, and when de-
nominations of various sorts are asking for governmental money for
schools. It is time for us to hold aloft the standard that in Ameriea
Church and State are separate. It is one of the islands of safety that
will deliver us from complications or troubles that would wreck this
Republie.

But there is a third island of safety to which I make reference,
and I recognize that my reference is not so popular in some quarters
—the Constitution of the United States is the instrument upon which
we are governed, in which our liberties are safeguarded, and where the
arrangements are made for any change by due process of law through
the electorate of the United States. If everything else fails, and that
Constitution holds, we shall still have the right of private judgment,
the benefits of private initiative, and the right of private property.
When that Constitution fails, private judgment will be regimented, pri-
vate property will disappear, and individual opportunity will be a
thing of history. It behooves us in these days of threatened change,
of dangers within and without, of subversive movements in our own
country and failure of democracies and governments across the world,
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to see to it that this, the greatest bulwark of the liberties of the
people of all the world is defended, so that when we come out of the
frightful fever of this present day, with all its madness and its
changes, there will be a land to which men may turn for an example
of a Democracy that still lives.

Not because I am a Preacher, though as a Preacher I have a
feeling that everything I hold dear in religion is safeguarded by that
Constitution, but because I am a Mason, and more, if I may say it,
beecause I am a citizen of the United States, I am ready to the last
diteh to stand by that Constitution, and permit its changes ouly in
the regular way. My voice may not mean much, my power may not
help, but as long as T live I shall continue to believe—unless my mind
changes greatly—that American safety lies in the safeguards of that
Constitution.

Fellow Masons, I would not want to close this without reference
to the thought expressed in both the welecome address and the response
this morning. That which you and I can best do in this matter is not
so much public acelaim as private living. A Mason who does not ex-
emplify the vision, the spiritual teachings, yea, the spiritual force
resident in Masonry, is failing not only in his opportunity but in his
duty. In this day of rush and hurry, in this day when men talk so
much of economic adjustment that we begin to think that the King-
dom of God consists in material prosperity in spite of all that Jesus
said about it, let us in this day when men forget high things and run
to the low levels, take some time for God in our busy lives. We havs
been forgetting. There is no safeguard I can conceive, that will do so
much for yourself, your home, your community and your country as
walking in fellowship with God. Masons cannot be irreligious and re-
main Masons. Not only let us take time for God, but let us take time
for our fellow man.

I could have wept with joy as I listened to the part of the re-
port today, that I think impressed me so mueh more than the rest,
though I was greatly interested in all of it, where reference was made
to our relief work among the needy.

Take time for man, remember your fellow man, and translate in
your own life all your reverence to God, that your fellow man may
cateh it from you and himself find the light.

We do have work to do. You cannot have a twenty per cent re-
duction without that meaning something serious.

I close by asking you the question, as I asked myself: “What does
it mean? Not that the Order has failed, not that the Lodge has been
wanting, no; what does it mean?’ It means that in my heart and
your heart there is something missing of the spiritual ideals necessary
if this thing is to be done. Have faith in God, and take time for Him.
Have Faith in God and take time for man.
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MOTION

M.".'W..James R. Cain, Jr., Past Grand Master, moved
that the thanks of the Grand Lodge be extended to Brother
Durden, Grand Orator, for his magnificent, and inspirational
address. Motion was unanimously adopted.

PRESENTATION

Brother Albert E. Baker, a member of Oliver Lodge No. 38,
92 years of age, the oldest Master Mason residing in this Grand
Jurisdicetion, having been made a Master Mason on May 11,
1865, and who has the honor and distinetion of wearing the
Gold Jordan Medal, at this time, was conducted to the Grand
Bast, at the request of M.".W. .William C. Ramsey, Grand
Master, who presented him to the Grand Lodge, and requested
that he sit in the Grand East during the remainder of the
session.

M.".W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master, presented the
following brethren, who are wearing the Bronze Jordan Medal,
they being the oldest Master Masons of their respective
Lodges:

Brother Irving C. Wood, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268.

Brother Sol L. Degen, Bee Hive Lodge No. 184.

Brother Bartley F. Maywood, Mizpah Lodge No. 302.

M.".W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master, presented the
following brethren who had been presented with Fifty Year
Badges, by the Grand Lodge, A.".F. .& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Brother Luther M. Kuhns, Capitol Lodge No. 3.

Brother Matthew A. Priestley, Fremont Lodge No. 15.

Brother Sol L. Degen, Bee Hive Lodge No, 184.

Brother Irving C. Wood, George W. Lininger Lodge No. 268.

M. .'W.".William C. Ramsey, Grand Master, requested the
Grand Senior Deacon to present Brother William J. Mettlen,
member of Wayne Lodge No. 120, to the East, and requested
M. W. Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary, to present a Fifty
Year Badge, to Brother Mettlen. Brother Mettlen was made a
Master Mason in Wayne Lodge No. 120, on December 14, 1884,
and has retained his membership in that Lodge, although he
has been a resident of Omaha for many years. The Fifty Year
Badge was presented to him at the request of his Liodge.

RECEPTION OF GRAND REPRESENTATIVES

M. . W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master, requested the
Grand Secretary to call the roll of Grand Representatives of
other Grand Jurisdictions, near our Grand Lodge, directing
them to form a semi-circle around the Altar, and extended a
sincere and fraternal welcome.
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W. .Brother David C. Hilton, 19, Grand Representative of
the Grand Lodge of Vienna, in Austria, gave the

RESPONSE
Most Worshipful Grand Master of Nebraska:

We, the Representatives of other Grand Jurisdietions, bring you the
salutations of Masons throughout the world; and we also bring a per-
sonal message to you as the Grand Master of Nebraska from well-in-
formed Masons wherever they may be, giving our approbation to the
outstanding and successful upholding of the laws of your Grand Juris-
diction, particularly in respect to that which chiefly wrecks manhood—
the American liquor traffic.

We are here, bearing with us the spirit of Dbrotherly love, which
cements us into one common band of friends and brothers.

We, standing before you, are a token of the perpetual life of Ancient
Craft Masonry throughout the world. Some of us who should know
better may claim that when all the subordinate lodges die, the Grand
Lodge which governs them also dies. This is a preposterous heresy of
the major sort. Sovereignty and competency inhere in the Most Wor-
shipful Grand Master, and reside in the Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge
is not a mass meeting or a delegation. All the subordinate lodges may
die, and yet Masonie sovereignty and compctency persist in the Most
Worshipful Grand Master and in the Grand Lodge. Nay, more, if we
conceive a cataclysm that would wipe out all subordinate lodges and all
Grand Lodges as they now exist, and one Most Worshipful Grand Master
with six regular Masons were to remain, he, convening an occasional
Grand Lodge, could create Masons by sight, organize lodges by dispen-
sation, and recreate a Grand Lodge in perpetuity of Ancient Craft
Masonry. The perpetuity of Ancient Craft Masonry is akin to that
underlying principle of everything, the principle of Truth. Truth, the
primordial attribute of the Grand Architect of the Universe, for God
is Truth—Dblessed be the God of Truth!

Furthermore, we stand before you as a token of universality of
Masonry. On the Grand Jurisdictions with which your Grand Lodge is
in friendly relations, the sun never sets. The Universality of Masonry is
akin to that principle which binds us all together—the principle of Love.
Love, another attribute of the Grand Architect of the Universe, for
God is Love—blessed be the God of Love!

Finally, Most Worshipful Grand Master, we standing before you, are
a living symbol of the loving-kindness of universal Freemasonry; of
the kindly impulses and deeds, sea sands for number, which constitute
the woof and warp of the mantle of Masonic charity; of the myriad
sacrificial actions that make life worth living—the loaves and fishes that
feed the muititude—evidences of the Divine from within these our
frail tenements of clay. Loving kindness, another attribute of the
Grand Architect of the Universe, for God is the chief Good; blessed is
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He who goeth about doing good—Blessed be the God of the INCAR-
NATION!

Most Worshipful, we thank you for this privilege.

ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS

M.".W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master, announced
that the hour had arrived for the election of Grand Officers,
and appointed the Deputy Grand Custodians to act as Tellers.

The following Grand Officers were elected :

Brother Chancellor A. Phillips, 150........ Grand Master
Brother William A. Robertson, 6.......... Deputy Grand Master
Brother Walter R. Raecke, 36............. Grand Senior Warden
Brother William J. Breckenridge, 317...... Grand Junior Warden
BrotiierliewisRNS ST GhiseliS 6/ AR r s e Grand Secretary
Later in the session appointment was made of
Brother George Allen Beecher, 268........ Grand Chaplain
Brother Ernest B. Perry, 150.......000 0000 Grand Orator
BriotherSlivite NS v ao e P ai e S Grand Custodian
Bapiier Boil 3 ILee; 155550500006 000b0 0504 Grand Marshal
Brother Edward F. Carter, 201............ Grand Senior Deacon
BrotherfGEeorge FANERKUTKS oA EN IS s Grand Junior Deacon
Brother John W, Disbrow, 11............. Grand Tyler

STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE GRAND LODGE

Codification of the Law: Brothers Norris Chadderdon, 146; Perry W,
Phillips, 150; Cloyd E. Clark, 167.

Committee on Fraternal Dead: Brothers Paul Turner, 1; Motier C.
Bullock, 135; Paul C. Johnston, 314.

Committee on Foreign Correspondence: Brothers Lewis E. Smith,
136; Edwin D. Crites, 158; James R. Cain, 105.

Committee on Applications for Reinstatement: Brothers Bernard N.
Robertson, 3; Charles H. Marley, 1; Mainard E. Crosby, 32.

Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans: Brothers Benjamin F.
Eyre, 1, (1941) ; Edwin C. Yont, 162, (1937); George A. Kurk, 54, (1938);
Benjamin F. Pitman, 158, (1939); John R. Hughes, 184, (1940).

Committee on George Washington Masonic National Memorial:
Brother Edward Huwaldt, 318.

Committee on Promotion of the World’s Peace: Brothers Henry H.
Wilson, 19; Alexander McKie, Jr., 25; Andrew H. Viele, 55.

Temple Building Advisory Committee: Brothers Lorenzen P. Ronne,
210, (1937); Marion E. Shipley, 72, (1938); Ellis W. Cass, 302, (1939).

Committee on Masonic Service, Annuities and Gifts: Brothers J.
Marenus Sorenson, 15, (1937); Charles A. Eyre, 268, (1938); Harold M.

Smith, 92, (1939); Luther M. Kuhns, 3, (1940); Raymond C. Pollard,
246, (1941).
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Committee on Masonic Education: Brothers William C. Ramsey, 268;
William A. Robbins, 314; Ira C. Freet, 56; Virgil R. Johnson, 26; Robert
J. Jones, 288.

W. .Paul Turner, 1, Chairman, presented the report of the
Committee on Fraternal Dead, which was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL DEAD

In the past Masonic year in other Grand Jurisdictions, 33 Past
Grand Masters, 3 Deputy Grand Masters, 2 Senior Grand Wardens, 1
Grand Treasurer, and 5 Grand Secretaries have passed to their eternal
reward.

In this Grand Jurisdietion there have passed from our lodges in
death 606 brethren.

There is always the possibility that this pause in our deliberations
to consider our fraternal dead may become perfunctory. But to the
thoughtful and considerate Mason such a temptation is easily dis-
missed. For at least three considerations command our immediate
thought:

I. The Dead

Once they sat beside us in the lodge; heard and gave counsel; pre-
sided in the chairs; demonstrated the frailties and the strength of
men, over the first of which we draw the mantle of forbearance and
charity, the second of which blesses us in all our days. In memory we
gee their faces and hear their voices, and we become tender once more,
and thank God that he gives us memories to bless.

Of course we miss these men, but not every part of them has de-
parted from us. The best of them remains. Once we clasped them in
Masonic embrace. Now our fellowship is spiritual, and, if we will,
eternal.

We salute these dead for whom the strife of life is over! We
hold their memory in our hearts! We thank God for what good they
shared with us!

II. Their Immediate Families Also Concern Us

By the very nature of our order there are some things confined to
Masons alone, but charity, sympathy, friendliness, learned in the lodge
and elsewhere, knows no bounds, and leaps from us to these who mourn
a husband, a father, a brother.

At the request of a brother we may have conducted a funeral
service for him, with all our ancient ceremonies. But it is the con-
tinuing evidence of concern and affection for the broken family that
marks a good Master and his brethren, and causes that family to love
and honor the Craft. Those families are very much in our minds today!

III. Then There Is the Gift of Immortality

Strange to say, immortality is not thrust upon us. It is offered us.
It is like any gift offered from a person to a person. It is offered; it
may be refused or accepted. Someonc has said, “Those who have not
known immortal longings, are not wronged, if that is not granted which
they have never sought!” It is not only a gift, it must be sought.
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After we seek it and desire it, how can we know that we are
immune against spiritual death? “We know that we have passed from
death unto life because we love the brethren.”” “He that loveth not
his brother abideth in death.” “He that loveth knoweth God, for God
is love.”

Eternal life is life with the Eternal Father. It is life with God,
therefore it eannot die.

We do not prove immortality. We confront ourselves with life
eternal. We choose this pearl of great price.

There is a fragment of a poem which has it well:

“Are there not, Festus .

Two points in the adventure of the diver—
One, when a beggar, he prepares to plunge;
One, when a prince, he rises with his pearl
Festus, I plunge!”

W. .Pearl C. Hillegass, 81, Chairman, presented the report
of the Committee on Credentials, which was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS
To the Grand Lodge, A.".¥.".& A.".M.’. of Nebraska:

Your Committec on Credentials reports that all Lodges in this Grand
Jurisdietion are represented at this Annual Communication except the
following: Nos. 30, 44, 70, 73, 82, 87, 105, 111, 139, 164, 168, 175, 191,
218, 231, 237, 239, 255, 270, 274, 276, 279, 284, 309, 312, and 320.

Total number of Lodges 291. Number represented 265. Number not
represented 26. The following Lodges have not been represented for
the past two Annual Communications: Nos. 270 and 312.

GRAND OFFICERS

MEESWES AWl A m G SR anTS e ;- fe-r S Ischpeet s ey sty Grand Master
IREAWEEGhan celloraASSRhillipst Lrs S Gicias T s v Deputy Grand Master
R AW Wl am AT RO h E RS ON . - Sae o rs s e TT Grand Senior Warden
RAESWE SWalteriR. Raecke. .k . afto o o SRS S Grand Junior Warden
W) o W o LEGZII A I ST 060 5 5a.G0 T 5 00 0 4000 G106 0.0 0 Grand Secretary
V.".W.".George Allen Beecher......ceevveseorss Grand Chaplain
We.i.Char]es i urd e nit e e a Ry Grand Orator
Wi Tiute SMES S aivalg e o S N vty s Grand Custodian
W.".William J. Breckenridge...c..ccooeooe.d Grand Marshal
SWeEHaml) JSET ee st ... ok R e N T Grand Senior Deacon
W ShldwardEERC a ez i R IR e e Grand Junior Deacon

PVAEStanl e YR SSB oS v CLEt e r b (e as Grand Tyler

Past Grand Masters: Henry H, Wilson, Harry A. Cheney, James R.
Cain, Andrew H. Viele, Frederic L. Temple, Joseph B. Fradenburg,
Lewis E. Smith, Charles A. Chappell, Robert R. Dickson, John Wright,
Edwin D. Crites, Frank H. Woodland, Ira C. Freet, Orville A. Andrews,

John R. Tapster, Ralph O. Canaday, Archie M. Smith, and Virgil R.
Johnson.
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Charles M. Edwards|...

Carl C. Rohwer...
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*Spencer W. Hacker.
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Arvid D. Johnson. 3
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Leslie E. Sauer....
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Erick G. Holmes...
Carroll K. Longacre
Henry F. Greving..
B. Franklin Aron..
Roland Ramsay ...
William J. Claire...
Halley M. Fishwood
Harold Demaree ...
Neal R. Sergeant. ...
Elmer G. Ray...o...

*Dan C. Anderson. ...

*Arthur D. Atwood. ..

Ernest E. James...
Charles Ott .......

*J. Guthrie Ludlam..
*Clarence O. Dawson

[*Howard W. Decms.

|*Herman A. Zieg....
Herman F. Meyer. ..

*Carl R.Griesen......
Wm. D. Thuernagle
Proctor Richards. ...
Wm. C. Sutherland. .
John W. Mathieson. .

*Dan C. Anderson. . ..
Arthur D. Atwood. .\

George Schwab..... Guy E. Swanson. ...
Fred A. Tripp....... Alfred D. Mooney...
Charles E. Baker...| Frank B. Davenport.
*H.C.Van Valkenburg|............ 3
William Hensman. . .{*William chsman
Harley V. Styer..... John J. Wilson......
(0Xi:@ 13k, LB 0886 696t |0 0.0 © 90 8.0 0 0 0.0 0 oid 6 6%
Wm, F. Flickinger..| Ross .. Clark.......

Osecar M. Sasseen.. ..
Clyde R. Worrall. ...
*Charles H. Gourley. .
Elmer F. Zimmerman

*Didrick Sorenson... .
*George W.Thompson |....

Otto Novak.........

Russell M. Joyce....
*Lauren W, Walther.
*John D. Hamilton...

Leon High. ... . 00

Karl F.Hobbie

*Leslie W, Niel
*William B. Wanner

.|*Charles N. Johnson

*Harry 8. Villars
*J.Guthrie Ludlam

fteeres et et aan

A. Gaylord Wilson.

Robert Galt
*Herman A. Zieg
*Arvid D. Johnson

*Edward E, Carr
*Alfred U. Hannan

“Horaos D, Patterson
(Clay C. Nemechek

*Dan C. Anderson
*Arthur D. Atwood
*William A. Stewart
*Fred A. Tripp
*Charles E. Baker
Elmer Boschult
J*William Hensman
Merle M. Hale

¥*Roy Wiles
William G. Putney

*I. Donald Hu\ton

L. A. Schneiderwind.
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BenjaminF.Headrick

Isaac L. Pindell. .. ..

‘Warren C, Hall.....

Albert N. Lamb

"Henning Hallin. . . ..
LeRoy H. Griswold. .
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"John A. Backstrom. .
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At 5:30 o’clock P. M., the Grand Lodge was called from
labor to refreshment.
GRAND LODGE DINNER

M.".W..William C. Ramsey, Grand Master of Masons, arranged for
a dinner to be tendered by the Grand Lodge, to the representatives of
the Subordinate Lodges, Distinguished Guests, Grand Officers, and Past

Grand Masters,

The entire membership of the Grand Lodge was pres-

ent, and it was a very informal and delightful occasion. Tangier Temple
Shrine Chanters cntertained with a fine musical program, during and
following the dinner. There were no addresses; just an evening of good
fellowship among the brethren.

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION

Wednesday, June 10, 1936
At 9:00 o’clock A. M., June 10, 1936, the Grand Lodge was
called from vefreshment to labor, officers and members being
present as at the preceding session.
M. W. . William C. Ramsey, Grand Master:

Brethren:

I received a letter from the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge
AF..& A..M.". of Rhode Island, which is self-explanatory, and I shall
ask the Grand Secretary to read it to you now.
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LETTER FROM THE GRAND MASTER OF RHODE ISLAND

Providence, Rhode Island,
May 29, 1936,
Mr. William C. Ramsey,
Omaha, Nebraska.

My dear Bro. and M.".W.".Grand Master:—

May I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your services
as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska and send you greetings
for your annual communication which occurs on June 9th, 10th, and 11th.

It was my privilege to be elected Grand Master on May 18th and
at that time I presented to the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, a Holman
altar Bible, which was dedicated by the Grand Chaplain of this Grand
Lodge and which is to be sent, together with a Masonic message, to
such Grand Lodges in these United States and elsewhere as would be
pleased to have it rest upon their altar at the annual communication of
their Grand Lodge, the booklet accompanying the Bible and carrying the
message to be signed by the present M.".W.".Grand Master, the Junior
Past Grand Master, the Grand Secretary and the Grand Chaplain with
the request that this saecred book of the law be re-dedicated by your
Grand Chaplain on that occasion. This Bible is sent as a reminder of the
Tercentenary of the founding of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-
tions by Roger Williams, that stalwart pioneer of civic and religious
freedom. Would you like to have such a privilege for your Grand Lodge
Communication? Your courteous reply will be awaited with some inter-
est in order that we might have you share in this privilege which we
hope will be of great Masonic importance in these United States. If
these books are received by you from the Grand Lodge of Towa on June
10th, would it be possible for you to send them to the Grand Lodge of
Nevada at Reno, by June 11th? Such expense as is involved for ship-
ment by express will be taken care of, if you will forward the bill to me.

Assuring you of our interest in your bhehalf, and with sincere and
fraternal greetings, I am

Courteously yours,
Albert Knight,
Grand Master.

M. W. . WILLIAM C. RAMSEY, GRAND MASTER
Brethren:

I have asked our Grand Chaplain to dedicate this Bible
which is now on our Altar.

Brother Grand Marshal, will you conduct Brother Beecher
to the Altar?

V..'W. .George Allen Beecher, Grand Chaplain, offered
the

DEDICATORY PRAYER

In the name of the Supreme Being in whom all Masons believe.

Amen.
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Almighty God, we bless this Holy Bible in Thy Holy Name. Thou
hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant
therefore, we beseech Thee, that we may obey the law of Masonry, and
observe its teachings; grant us always so to read, hear, and see and
turn to Him and inwardly digest these Holy truths, that by Thy Holy
Spirit we may live righteous and holy lives, and may we exemplify in
our daily eonduct, without fear and without apology, our responsibility
and leadership as representatives of this Divine Book of Law.

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost,
Amen.

W.'.J. Guthrie Ludlam, 19, Chairman, presented the Re-
port of the Committee on Charters and Dispensations, which
was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS
AND DISPENSATIONS

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Your Committee on Charters and Dispensations has carefully con-
sidered all matters referred to it and respectfully submits the following:

I. WINNEBAGO LODGE No. 309, A.".F.".& A.". M.,

1. The Grand Custodian reports to the Grand Master that Winne-
bago Lodge No. 309, A.".F.".& A.".M."., Winnebago, Nebraska, finds it
necessary to vacate its present quarters and an investigation by the
Grand Custodian develops that there is mo meeting place available at
Winnebago fulfilling Masonic requirements, within the ability of the
Winnebago Lodge, as respects rent.

The Grand Custodian further reports that at Homer, Nebraska,
which is seven miles from Winnebago and connected by a good gravelled
highway, there is available a hall used by the Modern Woodmen, Royal
Neighbors, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Rebekahs, located
on the second floor of a two-story building, the first floor of which is
used for banquet and party purposes.

Your committee recommends in this conneection as follows:

(a) That the temporary moving of Winnebago Lodge No. 309 from
Winnebago, Nebraska, to Homer, Nebraska be approved by the Grand
Lodge.

(b) That there be no change in the jurisdiction of said Winnebago
Lodge or any other Lodge holding adjoining jurisdiction.

(e) That serious consideration be given by all concerned to the
question of the advisability of consolidation of said Lodge with some
nearby Lodge.

II. CAIRO LODGE, U..D."., CATRO, NEBRASKA
Petition for a Dispensation to form a new Lodge at Cairo, Hall
County, dated October 7, 1935, A. L. 5935, was submitted the Grand

Master, who issued to thirty brethren a dispensation expiring April 30,
1936.
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The minutes of this Lodge show weekly meetings from January 27,
1936 (fifteen) to April 27, 1936, inclusive, and degrees conferred as
follows:

TN L/ S ITDRCIIRE bohod Tooaag doBedab s bobo B dbcaat o bo doo b 3
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The Treasurer’s statement covering the period from February 8, 1935
to April 24, 1936 shows as follows:

I T R S b o 00 A.00 o 51 o 010G A8 o A e $340.00
AT AT 0 do 06 08 3 00 Ao 3 6.0 0 B8 6 0 oL EESC B $231.88
Balance April 24, 1936 ..-vovvevvrnonronannnan 108.12 $340.00

This Lodge now makes application (April 30, 1936) to continue
under dispensation for one year.

Your committee recommends that dispensation be continued for the
year, ending April 30, 1937.

Brother Luther M. Kuhns, 3, presented the Report of the
Board of Masonic Service Annuities and Gifts, which was
adopted.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MASONIC SERVICE,
ANNTUITIES AND GIFTS
To The Most Worshipful Grand Maste'r, Grand Officers, and The Grand

Lodge A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Since the last meeting of the Grand Lodge in its 78th Amnnual
Communication, the general financial condition throughout the ecountry
has had its effeect upon this work. No applications for annuities have
been received. The statement of the Grand Seeretary will show the
interest paid on the annuities now in our possession.

The officers of the Board have been re-elected.

For reserves under existing contracts and for the expenses and
work of the Board during the current year, as further amplified here-
inafter, we are asking the Committec on Finance of the Grand Lodge
to allow us 200.00.

As provided by the Grand Lodge in the cstablishment of this
Board, its purposc is to solicit and receive bequests, devices, residuary
estates, and other gifts for this Grand Lodge, and for educational,
charitable, or other institutions or activities opcrated by it, or in con-
nection with it; to conduct the affairs relative to special gift agree-
ments and annuity service bonds to be issued thercunder; and to take,
hold, and convey title to funds and property in the name of the cor-
poration, the Grand Lodge A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska; and to dis-
tribute funds without the specific appropriation by the Grand Lodge.

We offer the following recommendation:

First: That in view of the adoption of our previous recommenda-
tion of disecontinuance of annuities based on cxisting tables and by
reason of the faet that prevalent interest rates appear to continue in-
definitely, we request that the Board be authorized to employ actuarial
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counsel in the preparation of new and revised tables at a minimum of
expense, and that this Board be authorized to accept annuities upon
terms acceptable to this Board at these new interest rates.

Second: That wherever practicable the Trust Officer of this Board
be authorized by the Grand Master to visit the Schools of Instruction
where numbers of our brethren from different lodges are assembled,
and to have afforded him the opportunity of explaining the purposes,
the workings, and the advantages of this Board; and, for so doing, he
shall receive the per diem accorded the custodians of the Grand IL.odge.

W.".0tto E. Bullis, 55, Chairman, presented the report of
the Committee on Returns, which was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RETURNS
To the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Your Committee on Returns wish to submit the following report:

We have carefully reviewed all correspondence pertaining to the
returns from subordinate Lodges for the year 1935. We find that all
returns have been received and carefully checked.

Fourteen Lodges have paid only a part of their Grand Lodge dues.
Seventeen have not paid any of their 1935 dues. The total amount
the subordinatc Lodges owe the Grand Lodge is $4,227.85, which is a
slight improvement over 1934. However, we find that in the 292 Lodges
in the state, the majority of the Secretaries are prompt in making their
returns.

Sixty per cent of all correspondence on returns through the Grand
Secretary’s office, is due to failure on somebody’s part. Failure to fill
out the reports completely, failure to get the reports back on time,
failure to report initiations, deaths, suspensions, and additions by trans-
fer, ete.

Surely the report required by the Grand Lodge is speeific. The
date that this report is required to be in the Grand Secretary’s office
is definite. Every Secretary of every subordinate Lodge knows that an
annual report is required, and is given ample time to complete this
report. Every Secretary should know that this report is based on the
year just past. The Grand Secretary is not expected to write two,
three, or four letters and occasionally be obliged to resort to telegrams
or expensive telephone ecalls to extort these reports from the See-
retaries.

Grand Lodge dues should be paid promptly and in full. If not
paid in full, at least in part. If no money is available, the report
should and must be sent in to the Grand Seecretary’s office to com-
plete his report. We find that the Grand Lodge is very lemient with
any subordinate Lodge, that is financially embarrassed.

One thousand four hundred and seventy-cight suspensions have
been reported in the last year for non-payment of dues. This is not as
it should be, when once a Mason, we should always be Masons.
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The terrible loss in membership due to suspensions, may or may
not be, due to negleet on the part of the officers of subordinate Lodges.
If a member assumes an office, he should also assume the responsibility
connected with that office. Lodges should be managed in a business-
like manner.

Dues are not always paid promptly and often times require two,
three, or even four attempts to colleect them bhut it is the duty of the
officers to do this very thing. Ove year’s dues are casier collected than
two, and two years’ dues are more easily collected than three. Many
times when a member is behind three years, rather than pay this large
amount, he permits himself to beecome suspended.

Many good members are lost because the officers did not make the
proper effort to collect their dues. Many members could be reinstated
if a systematic effort was made on the part of the officers.

We recommend a more business-like administration for some of the
subordinate L.odges.

The Grand Secretary and his assistants should be commended for
their sincere and ecarnest efforts to keep the records of the Grand
Lodge complete and for their leniency toward subordinate Lodges.

M.".W.".Lewis E. Smith, Grand Secretary, presented the
report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, which was
adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN
CORRESPONDENCE

To the Most Worshipful, the Grand Lodge A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence offers the following reso-
lution and moves its adoption, viz.:

“WHEREAS, it appears to the satisfaction of the Committee that
this Grand Lodge has heretofore extended recognition to the National
Grand Lodge of Sweden, of which His Majesty, King Gustaf V, is Grand
Master, Admiral Arvid Lindman now Grand Chancellor, and Yngve G.
Wisen, whose address is Irimurarlogen, Stockholm, Sweden, is now
Grand Secretary, but that no record thereof appears among the records
of our Grand Lodge, and

WHEREAS, it further satisfactorily appears to the Committee that
it is proper and beneficial so to do,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Grand Lodge,
A F..& AM.". of Nebraska hereby extends recognition to, and hereby
does authorize the establishment of fraternal relations and an exchange
of representatives with said National Grand Lodge of Sweden.”

Dated, Omaha, Nebraska, June 9, 1936.

The Report of the Committee on Promotion of the World’s
Peace was presented by M.".W. .Henry H. Wilson, Past Grand
Master.

I asked to be excused. The Grand Master compromised with me,
put another in as Chairman, but put me further down. I have heard
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nothing from the other members of the Committee, and sinece I came here
I have been almost constantly in the Committee on Jurisprudence, so we
will have to beg the indulgence of the Grand Lodge. We have no report
so far as I know.

V.".W. .George Allen Beecher, Grand Chaplain :

I don’t want to impose upon our good Brother Wilson, but I would
like, through you, to ask him to talk about anything he would like to say
to us, if therc is a vacant moment before us to be improved.

M. . W. .Henry H. Wilson, Past Grand Master.

In the life of a nation as in the life of an individual there are
likely to be crises that test to the very utmost the strength of the na-
tion as it tests the strength of the individual. T cannot imagine that any
nation can wisely ever break entirely with its past. Our feet should be
guided by the light of our history. We have for one hundred and fifty
years had a marvelous history, we have given to the world the model of
a government that has challenged the admiration of thinking men in
cvery country. When we formed this government we set limits to its
powers, in order to preserve the rights, the liberties, for which our fore-
fathers fought. We adopted a government with limited powers. Our fore-
fathers were not so weak brained as to put limits on the power of their
government and yet leave it to that same government to determine
whether or mot they would obey the limits. When they said Congress
shall have no power to make any law restricting free speech or the free-
dom of the press, they were not so weak-minded as to leave it to Con-
gress to say whether they would obey that limitation. They had suffered
under the omnipotence of the British Parliament. When they put limits
on the powers of the American Congress, they established an independent
tribunal to protect the individual eitizen of America against the viola-
tion of that Constitution by the legislative power. That was something
entirely new in jurisprudence, it was new to the world, but in the funda-
mental law of this country they established a tribunal whose duty is to
compare every law passed by Congress, with the fundamental law adopted
by the people in the form of the Constitution, and if they find that there
is no power given in the Constitution to pass the law under considera-
tion, it is their duty, imposed by their oath of office, to hold the Con-
stitution of the people superior to the law of Congress, and hold the
congressional enactment void. That was a new doctrine in constitu-
tional law given by America to the world.

The eritics of our system are saying threec things: First, that the
people have never given the Courts the power to declare laws void as
unconstitutional, and that therefore the Supreme Court of the United
States is usurping powers that were never given it by the people.

Second. They say that on four separate occasions it was proposed
in the Philadelphia convention to give that power to the Courts and that
it was four times voted down.

Third. That the Courts of no other civilized country in the world
are permitted to exercise that power,
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All three of these propositions are plainly erroneous.

The first ten Amendments to the Federal Constitution were really
the priee paid of its ratification. The crities of the Constitution objected
that there was no bill of rights expressly guaranteeing the liberties and
rights of the individual citizen. The friends of the Constitution said:
“Join with us in the ratification and we will join with you at once in
bringing into the Constitution a Bill of Rights.” Therefore, the very first
Congress that convened after the ratification of the Constitution pro-
posed the amendments that have become the first ten amendments to the
Constitution. Every one of them contains a restriction upon the powers
of the Federal Government. And lest there should be any controversy
about the nature of the Government, the Tenth Amendment provided
that all powers not by this Constitution granted to the Federal Govern-
ment, or denied to the States, are reserved to the States and to the people
thereof; that says in plain English language that Congress has no power
to pass any law upon any subject unless you can find that power in the
language of the Constitution.

Then the Second Section of the Third Article of the Constitution
defines the judicial powers of the United States, which means the power
of the Courts, and it was in this language; “The Judicial power shall ex-
tend to all classes, in law or equity, arising under this Constitution.”

Let me illustrate: Suppose Congress should pass the law that no
newspaper should be published unless its contents were approved by some
agent of the United States; in other words, restricting the freedom of the
press. Here is a Constitution that says that Congress shall pass no law
abridging the freedom of the press. An editor or manager is arrested
and brought before the Court. Which prineiple shall prevail; shall it be
the principle that has been adopted by the people themselves, saying that
Congress shall pass no law upon that subjeet, or shall the law of Con-
gress be declared the law of the land notwithstanding the Constitution?
Is that a case arising under the Constitution of the United States? There
cannot be a doubt about it, that the Constitution itself in plain, ordinary
English, gives the Court the power and puts upon it the duty to preserve
the Constitution and hold the law of Congress contrary thereto, void.

The second proposition, the thing that was four times proposed and
voted down, is not an extension of judiciary power; it was a provision
to associate the Judges of the Supreme Court with the President of the
United States in the exercise of the veto power. As you know, the veto
power exists whether the Constitutionality is raised or not. The Presi-
dent may veto a measure, not because it is unconstitutional, but it is
unwise. That was the power that they were proposing to give to the
President and to the Judges jointly. And it was argued in the conven-
tion that so far as the Constitution was concerned they did not meed to
associate the Judges with the President, beeause the Judges would have
the power to declare the law void if contrary to the Constitution, when
the law came before them as a Court. Why anybody should mistake
the proposal to give pure political powers to the Judges to participate
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in the veto power whieh is not restricted to constitutional grounds, why
that should be confounded with the judicial powers of the Court, is be-
yond my understanding.

The third proposition is equally false, that the Courts of no other
country exercise that power. In the Dominion of Canada, ever since
1867, the date of the passing of the North American Act, that became
at onee an act of British Parliament and a constitution of Canada, both
the Dominion and the Provineial Courts of Canada have been declaring
laws unconstitutional that were contrary to the Constitution of the
Dominion of Canada. Ever since the first day of this Century, when
the new Constitution of Australia went into effect, establishing the
Australian Commonwealth, their courts have been holding both Common-
wealth and Provinecial laws unconstitutional, because contrary to their
Constitution.

This power is also exercised by the courts of New Zealand. The last
Federal government organized by Englishmen, the Union of South Africa,
has a written constitution granting limited powers, and already their
courts have held laws void that are not authorized by their constitution.

So instead of no other country adopting our doctrine of judieial
review, every member of the outlying portions of the British Common-
wealth of nations has followed the American constitutional doctrine and
looks to Washington, and not to London, for guidance in constitutional
law.

Now, today there are men in high places, newspapers of large cireu-
lation, misleading the ordinary American citizen who has not the time or
inelination to read for himself and form his own judgment. These false
leaders assume great responsibility. If the time ever should come when
the majority of the American people should be convinced that the
Supreme Court of the United States is usurping powers that never were
given to them by the pcople, when they are convineced that the nine men
of that Court stand between them and what they conceive to be their
rights, we will have cultivated a fertile soil for revolution, because men
will not long endure what they feel is usurpation and oppression, if they
are convinced that they are being denied their rights.

What is our duty as Masons? One of the first things we learn is to
be guided by our reason, rather than by our emotion. Every patriotie
Anmierican, every one who has the love of his country at heart, every one
who looks forward to giving our liberties unimpaired to our children
and grandehildren has a solemn duty to perform, and that is to see to
it that his less-informed neighbor is put right on this fundamental doe-
trine of American liberty.

Brother Edward Huwaldt, 318, presented the report of the
Committee on George Washington Masonic National Memorial,
which was adopted.

Upon my arrival, the Most Worshipful Grand Secretary informed
me that I was not to make a report.
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I have just this to say, that the Committee on George Washington
National Memorial has been inactive since the advent of the depression
in Nebraska. It has seemed advisable during these trying years not to
solicit funds from our Brethren and remit them to Virginia. I think the
subject has been very nicely covered by the Most Worshipful Grand
Master as it appears in the advance copy of the proceedings, which is in
the hands of the Brethren,

Since my original appointment in 1928 there have been some changes.
At that time there were 42,000 Brother Masons in Nebraska. We were
expected to collect $1.00 from each of the 42,000. $24,000.00 was col-
lected and remitted when we ceased our activities. Now there are ap-
proximately 33,000 Master Masons in Nebraska. It would appear sinece
we have remitted $24,000.00 that $9,000.00 additional would make Ne-
braska one hundred per cent.

As the Most Worshipful Grand Master has said in his report, it is
embarrassing for our Grand Master to go back to Washington each year,
and hear the reports from the other Jurisdictions, many of them no better
gituated than Nebraska, that have completed the task. He mentioned
the little Jurisdiction of Arizona.

I do not know what the wishes of the Most Worshipful Grand
Master-elect will be during the year, but it seems to me that the time
has arrived when we should resume our efforts, and without delay com-
plete the task which is undoubtedly Nebraska’s.

W. .Bernard N. Robertson, 3, Chairman, presented the
Report of the Committee on Applications for Reinstatement,
which was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON APPLICATION
FOR REINSTATEMENT

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Your Committee on Applications for Reinstatement respectfully re-
ports that during the term of our present Most Worshipful Grand Master,
thirty-nine petitions for reinstatement have been referred to your Com-
mittee. The average age of these petitioners was forty-six years, the
ages ranging from thirty-three to sixty-two years. Eight were between
thirty and forty, nineteen between forty and fifty, ten between fifty and
sixty, and two between sixty and seventy. Sickness was assigned by five
brethren as reason for suspension. One reason was ‘““A threat of sus-
pension,” and one brother’s reason was on account of his wife’s objection
to secret society. Depression was assigned by the rest.

W. .Benjamin F. Eyre, 1, Chairman, presented the Report
of the Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans, which was
adopted.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE RELIEF AND
CARE OF ORPHANS

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of
Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

Brethren:

In submitting our report to this the 79th Communieation of this
Grand Body, we bring you only a brief synopsis of our activities dur-
ing the past year. Time and space would not permit of a detailed
statement because of the complex and varying circumstances. We de-
sire to call your attention to the fact that this report differs in no
degree whatsoever from preceding reports. It is in every sense a repe-
tition of facts and figures, with the principals in the picture changing
as the “Scythe of Time” cuts the Brittle Thread of Life and Launches
Them into Eternity, and as the ranks are broken, others step in and
take their places. It has always been, and in our humble judgment,
will always continue to be so. Brethren of subordinate Lodges, look
well to the future and plan your finances so that when the call for
assistance comes from a brother in distress, his widow or orphan, you
will be prepared to meet that call and not be found wanting. It is only
by anticipating and preparing for these emergencies that we are en-
abled to meet them, and quoting from that Great Light of Masonry
which forever rests on our Altar, “Inasmuch as you have done it unto
one of these, you have also done it unto Me.”

During the past year, we handled 89 different cases involving 44
men, 56 women, and 49 children, or a total of 149 who have received
direct relief through this Committee, at a cost of $9,911.54, as com-
pared with $9,967.95 for the preceding year. These disbursements have
been supervised primarily through the subordinate Lodges, this Com-
mittee handling but very few cases in a direet manner. Brethern, this
is as it should be, because it is the duty and responsibility of each
subordinate Lodge to take care of the relief for its individual mem-
bers, this Committee being here to assist and supplement your work.
We are always prepared and happy to counsel with you on your re-
lief problems, but in the final analysis it must be your application and
your recommendation upon which we make our decision and I am sure
you will always find us willing and ready to go the extra mile. Many
of the Lodges are doing a wonderful work in caring for relief with-
out even presenting their cases to this Committee for assistance. The
Grand Commandery, Secottish Rite, and Grand Chapter O.".E.".S.". are,
without exception, assisting with their full share, where their member-
ship is involved.

We desire to call your especial attention to the following facts.
From the permanent cases on our books there are 31 recipients of di-
rect relief ranging from 70 to 97 years of age and most of whom are
permanent residents of this jurisdiection. We, also, have in effeet on
the Statute Books of this State, laws providing for Old Age Assistance
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and Widows Pensions. No doubt, some of these whom I have just men-
tioned are already receiving assistance from these sources. We sug-
gest where you have not already done so, that you take immediate
steps to qualify these cases and thereby relieve your Lodge and this
Committee of expense which should legally be carried by other
agencies.

Attached is a detailed statement of expenditures for the year to-
gether with a comparative statement showing relation of membership
to total revenues and expenses for 1931-1936, inclusive. This latter
statement is self-explanatory and we recommend that each subordinate
Lodge review it carefully upon receipt of ecopy of annual proceedings.

Brother Millard M. Robertson, who was a member of this Com-
mittee for years found it necessary to resign beeause of his increased
duties and responsibilities as President of the Board of Trustees of the
Nebraska Masonic Home. We shall miss his counsel and advice.

On Sunday, June 7th, your Committee visited the Home at Platts-
mouth, inspeeting the buildings and property and spending consider-
able time in visitation with the residents. Truly this Home and the
Masonic-Eastern Star Home at Fremont are other Masonic agencies of
relief of which the Craft can well be proud.

A complete account of all records and accounts maintained by this
Committee has been made by MeConnell & Greenfield, C. P. A., and
their report is attached and made a part of this record.

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING RELATIONSHIP OF
MEMBERSHIP 1931-1936 TO TOTAL REVENUES AND
EXPENSES OF SAME PERIOD

1932 1933 1934 1935 1936

MEMBER-

SHIP 41,359 39,264 37,092 35,043 33,817 Net Loss 8,210

Percent to 1931

total 98.4% 93.4% 88.2% 83.5% 80.4% —19.76%
INITIATES 808 451 319 469 557
REVENUES:

M. M. $6,203.00 $5,889.00 $ 5,563.00 $5,256.00 $5,073.00

Initiates 404.00 225.00 159.00 235.00 278.00

TOTAL REV. $6,607.00 $6,114.00 $ 5,722.00 $5,491.00 $5,351.00
Percent to
1931 total 98.79% 91.4% 85.5% 82% 79.8% —20.2%

EXPENDED $6,586.00 $8,681.00 $10,013.00 $9,968.00 $9,911.00
Percent to
1931 total 1119 149% 172% 171.6% 170.6%
EXPENSE PER
CAPITA 16 cents 22 cents 27 cents .284 cents .293 cents
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RECAP EXPENDITURES FROM RELIEF ACCOUNT
June 1, 1935 to May 29, 1936

NG LG E, W@ Alootoo0 a0 b0 0 ooosonddan066030000 5000 0600 $ 660.00
OEN DRI TG IN@ostl b do'nod 0% 5 adE 6 0000860500606 200 56060000000 561.47
(Otovdne el D, ABL, o% g5 ddddbo b cao0 a0 0t a0h0a 0690066600000 73.36
I evsnoppias d Diexa k@ INIOE 1U5a6 56 0.0 6 06 b b 560 30 606415089 040 0 606000 575.00
Tecumseh ‘Lodge No. 17, ... e esaetdviiiliae . s oo 100.00
Lol 1balas W lSEET o 06 06 Bop oG 0A0 06 6090000500 606006.0d0 285.00
TR A LY AN ET WA 66,000 A5 6 0 6 0.0 0 68 6 0 0B 56 ol ¢ G R E B0’ 6.0 300.00
Platte: Valleweloa g i o el rr o e e e oy et o T o 540.00
Ashlar o dge SN 3 S e N s (O s L SRy 72.00
1 36N A N0GLE IV 3380 o 006 0 0 BbinG oo 600 a6 505 o Gaak 5005050 q s 120.00
IR e Leelas N0 Sauad g Db aao 0660 8 360 5 000 bt Ao 00 6.o8 375.00
15010, Wilinees  LEELTE AN@h £{0800 bt ab BCBIIo0 b 50 5 00 B 5 AED0D AGE 0 225.00
BRI Thoalden N@s seXU5 o ASR SRk 0.8 o 30% biot 0.0 80 060 J 0.0 630.00
IR D OEEEE ! INDr 835 000 SORB0I a0t 00 0 5l 0.0 80 b6 b o UoGH 6 o ool 240.00
SNiammelik, | Tl WO Sl iad s0Re haoniae S06 0.6 o b B A oes & 06 b8 o 120.00
15TEHE] Jbmala® IO S 00 800 6 6650 o 00060 6 5600 0 50500 0A6.00 q4s 95.45
Ol 1oealege, @ AUSE 00 o I8 &'c B0 b 10 6 0.0 #4860 b 003 206 5 3040 690 dio B 480.00
(Sessilbraerey A0 D RIS ~JEPAL 560 508 B tio 8 A0 4010 00,05 6.000H5 0 50 406 b 72.00
1 (O I L (U6 e N L 18568 o g6 080 0 & 106 50 0.0 6.00 0% 5 6.0 58 BEe 0,096 09 180.00
Dy 2 e L (el ey AN B8 5000 5160 4 4 8606 006060006 55060 00 1 q 124.85
(CrefoEns A0 oM BBt 55 B a6 068 0 6001 0 606 d 4 060 660 0 0.0 95.00
TBE o LG N AR LA U85 o 0.0 0 6.0 06 000 a0 Oh 0.0 0.0 0 6 300.00
Wilerma® ity 1Ll INGh LHsa5 J86 550 0o 6 0086 06,696 38 Ao 0HE 06 o 180.00
AlemEe  TLede elNey - A6 6do ansB o796 6 60 8 00 5066.80008 30 ABAKA bo 90.00
Minnekadusa Lodge No. 192................. SEPy A S 60.00
L) S 1baElg s W@, | IS, 64668 608006 0 0616500 0 oo bHo o IBAIE0 b oaY 190.00
Stewtiis] olemed, Lexlas INGE: 0L, 6860 580000 60 650 6 055 o6 aapa b F0B.A 0 00 3 120.00
18G5 Tuphneiln U N @B OB Sas B0 BE6 0'0 6 00,0 6G06.0 B0 4 05 0 120.00
Wanmee, - 1hedie N2l 0 s aohh0H 4603850 088 06006 0SB0 0 0onb o 64 120.00
i e - JBIEHTM@ DUEEEE, N e R ko 6o Sblo 6o 66 b oh dlo 0 8 b 0 0o 86 90 on o & 60.00
Dol e A TOY (0 SN Db 2 526 R e BIoI S G 570 G 0 0 OO B AP 8 0H.6 40656 90.00
(O Sl le N8 IR o B oD oo d GC6I0%010.0:0,0 0.6 006 6.0 GBOOG U0 o 240.00
[Sieb g JLEEleE | INGRE 8660 600 386 4000 6506 600 06000000 00d0 0 PRI 60.00
RO P SN e 22L0 6 65 0 6o 00650600 000 5 50 1060606300000 60.00
YT T DY L) NG, AP 6 0% 0 8% 0 6010 6 0 06 8 54 60 00 0 6.6 0 9% 0600 08600 o 108.00
Senecaj ool N ol 8 o e S S o LoVt R 45.00
(Crmnyp - Ol ILeGlgs INEs #5050k 006 c 50000000 960646 505800000 168.50
dalin Jf, Wizrege 1beekns Wes 20050 560060060000006 0060900606600 00 120.00
Lilrpaih - Theeles “N@s- 8028 0 a &6 656k d 04 56 00nab o6 Doy 96 60000000, 381.42
Ielits Amalle e 80806060 ane bbb a a0 5 50060066 0600 00 60 ob0a A 6E 36.00
B Tbede . N - all 80 vt 60 000 a0 po6a0G oot BBGS ot b 06 00 57.50
Bladen Lodge No. 319......c.00iviiveinenne 25%.008% dbic 06 S8 SO d 179.80

$8,782.35



352 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [OMAHA,

B SIS MGB5:0 008 0008535106 0966 066,06 0066 6P 3600 0588660 755.98

N0)11 T3 el VO BE0 0 D' o 65,0 6 B 0-516 610 D REH 0 56 b0 et idlo oo o 6 Sl 373.11

Dransithsltem s Chars e syt e N S s S § 10

$9,911.54

RECAP EMERGENCY CASES HANDLED
Dr. Cr.

TR LA EATTE DYoo Tl i i b o Bl o AR & Bt o, S = $ 71.98 $ 36.00
Nio. B3/ N0 NIDS 01 SR PN e T A St 15.00

Not 25k @hviskine SEial IS, SR APt et Ta et TN 85.50 42.75
@y 319 ANORL A WNEEE 0 0oHo 0000665 6 680000 0a0et0 3 5.00
(R HR i o o B oo do.o tice Do oS B e R ol 15.00
IO R B (| RO A IR o 5. A0P o6 § GBa OB 57.00

I A IS 8ol Aot 5 h R0 5 00 0 0 b BB A G oR o AR 44.63 22.35

I I S (ORI S o 7 B oo B2 QB oo o Ao A BN IRET 50.00
Nio2738 Blizalbethelones i i) W e e T, 15.00
NoF288 VAPV e LY creadt SEp rr e S I S 5 oS 7.00

TSI TS 58 oo A5 T s B 56 & WG A A, b SO o 57.00 28.00

$373.11 $179.10

MISCELLANEOUS
AmericantRE A Grio s S AN i S g0, $350.00
SO aNE S (DR a6 o ol oo 6 pl a6te 866 6 60 00.0 0 00t 000 TbEG 25.00
N RIBTRFSRIEN |5 06 6 5080 0 0 060 6 863 6000 ok 8 00 b 0o do0 ab 71.00 30.00
Mrs. Wilder (@)@ e 10, ) cuoooacoaccoanuasoaooosas 184.03 158.00
Mrs., Elsieh @ an ke s s g e e S e el Xox- 65.80
R GERMEVE MR TIEREY 065000 00 0om 6000 06 8boboto 5800 50.15
A NIAIE ILGITRIE 6 o 5 6.6 5 ban o 8660006 & a0 dobaboabodd 10.00

$755.98 $188.00

W. .Lorenzen P. Ronne, 210, Chairman, presented the Re-

port of the Temple Building Advisory Committee, which was
adopted.

REPORT OF THE TEMPLE BUILDING ADVISORY COMMITTER

To the M.".W..The Grand Lodge of Nebraska, Ancient, Free and
Accepted Masons:

Your Building Committee, advisory to M.".W.".Grand Master William
C. Ramsey, beg leave to submit the following report:

According to the report rendered one year ago before this body, re-
garding the New Masonic Temple at Lincoln, Nebraska, in which they
were granted permission to erect a Temple, we are now reporting the
completion of the edifice. According to the report of the M.".W. .Grand
Master, the building was dedicated by him on September 9th, 1935. He
was ably assisted by all of the Grand Lodge Officers, and by the officers
and members of the three lodges connected with the New Masonie Temple
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Association, viz.—Lincoln Lodge No. 19; Lancaster Lodge No. 54; and
Liberty Lodge No. 300, A.".F.".& A.".M of Lincoln, Nebraska. M.".W.'.
Brothers Henry H. Wilson; Harry A. Cheney; Lewis E. Smith; John
Wright; Ira C. Freet; Orville A. Andrews; Archie M. Smith; and Virgil
R. Johnson, Past Grand Masters, were present and assisted in the Dedi-
cation ceremonies,

Your committee, like the M.".W..Grand Master, wishes to con-
gratulate these lodges on the final consummation of their beautiful
Temple dedicated to the three Cardinal Virtues.

We also note that the William H. Faling Memorial Temple, at
Cambridge, Nebraska, has recently been entirely completed, free from
any encumbrances, and we are likewise confident that R.".W.".Chancellor
A. Phillips, Grand Master-Elect, will take great pleasure in dedicating
this Temple in the near future for the use of Masonry present and

future, in his home eity where he has been such a bulwark of the Fra-
ternity.

M.".W. . Virgil R. Johnson, Past Grand Master, presented
the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, which was
adopted item by item, and adopted as a whole, excepting:

Recommendation No. 2.

Recommendation No. 4.

Recommendation No. 18.

The action of the Committee on Jurisprudence was not
coneurred in by the Grand Lodge, regarding the three above
numbered reecommendations.

MOTION

Brother Lawrence O. Schneiderwind, Junior Warden of
Nebraska Lodge No. 1, moved that Recommendations Nos.
2, 4 and 18, which had been disapproved by the Committee on
Jurisprudence, in which the Grand Lodge did not concur, be,
and the same are hereby approved by this Grand Lodge.
Motion was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON JURISPRUDENCE
June 10, 1936.
To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

We, the Committee on Jurisprudence, submit the following report
on those portions of the Grand Master’'s address which have been re-
ferred to us:

1. Under the heading “Approval of By-Laws,” we approve the
recommendation of the Grand Master that the Grand Secretary exam-
ine the by-laws of subordinate lodges to see if a committee on mem-
bership is provided for, and report same to the Grand Master.

2. TUnder the heading, “Invading Another Jurisdiction,” we ap-
prove the action of the Grand Master.
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3. Under the heading, “The Jordan Medal,” we approve the reec-
ommendation of the Grand Master in the last paragraph under this
heading.

4. Under the heading, “Re-instatement of members suspended for
more than three years,” in conjunction with Recommendation No. 23
(incorrectly stated as No. 14 in the Report of the Committee on Do-
ings of Grand Officers, page 72 of the preliminary copy of proceedings)
we disapprove the recommendation of the Grand Master,

5. Under the heading, “Recommendations for amendments to the
Law,” we report as follows: As to recommendation Number 1, we rec-
ommend the addition of a new subsection or an additional sentence
to Seection 8, authorizing and providing for the appointment by the
Grand Master of not more than twenty-five assistant custodians to
assist the Grand Custodian in supervising the work, lectures, and
ritual, and who shall receive the sum of five dollars per day while con-
ducting schools of instruction, and who, when attending Grand Lodge,
shall receive the same mileage and per diem as the duly accredited
representatives to the Grand Lodge, all of which shall be paid by
warrants drawn in the regular manner; mileage and loeal expenses for
schools of instruction to be paid by the lodge for which the school is
held.

6. We disapprove recommendation No. 2.

7. We ask that recommendation No. 3 be referred to a committee
of three to be appointed by the incoming Grand Master for further
study.

8. We disapprove rccommendation No. 4.

9. We approve the recommendation to repeal Section No. 54.

10. We ask that recommendation number 6 be laid over until the
next annual ecommunication.

11. We disapprove recommendation No. 7.

12. We disapprove recommendation No. 8, as being unnecessary
legislation.

13. We disapprove recommendation No. 9.

14, Recommendation No. 10 was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance by the Committee on Doings of Grand Officers.

15. We disapprove recommendation No. 11, for the reason that
this subject is already covered by the law.

16. We disapprove reccommendation No. 12, as the law is suffi-
ciently clear.

17. We approve recommendation No. 13.

18. We disapprove recommendation No. 14, as the power of dis-
cipline still continues under the present law.

19. We disapprove recommendation No. 15.

20. We disapprove recommendation No. 16, for the reason that
existing law, as interpreted by decisions, already covers the points
involved.

21. We approve recommendation No. 17.
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23. We
24. We
25. We
26. We
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disapprove recommendation No. 18.
approve recommendation No. 19.
disapprove recommendation No. 20.
approve recommendation No. 21,
disapprove recommendation No. 22, for the reason that it

is already covered by existing law.

27.

We

approve the recommendation No. 23, for allowing re-

ingtatement, by a two-third vote, of a member suspended for non-
payment of dues; and disapprove the recommendation for a change
from three to seven years.

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

We

disapprove recommendation No. 24.

Under the heading, “Decisions,” we approve Decision No. 1.

next annual

35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
43.
44,
45.
46.
47,
48,
49,
50.
51.

We
We
We
We

We

approve Decision No. 2.

approve Decision No. 3.

approve Decision No. 4.

approve Decision No. 5.

recommend that Decision No. 6 be laid over until the
communication of the Grand Lodge.
approve Decision No. 7.

approve Decision No. 8.

approve Decision No. 9.

disapprove Decision No. 10.

approve Deeision No. 11.

approve Decision No. 12.

disapprove Decision No. 13.

approve Decision No. 14.

approve Decision No. 15.

disapprove Deecision No. 16.

approve Decision No. 17.

approve Decision No. 18.

approve Decision No. 19.

approve Decision No. 20.

approve Decision No. 21,

approve Decision No. 22.

approve the holding that Exeter Lodge could not accept

the petition, but disapprove the inference that York Lodge had author-
ity to grant a waiver, for the reason that the candidate had moved
from York without petitioning the York Lodge, and York had no
jurisdietion over him.

52,
53.
54,
55.
56.

words,

57.
58.

We
We
We
We
We

approve Decision No. 24,
approve Decision No. 25.
approve Decision No. 26.
approve Decision No. 27.
approve Decision No. 28, if the clause beginning with the

“because Section 52, is stricken out.

We
We

approve Decision No. 29.
approve Decision No. 30.
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59. We approve Decision No. 31.

60. We approve Decision No. 32.

61. We approve Decision No. 33.

62, We disapprove Decision No. 34, for the reason that the sub-
ordinate lodge should have the same right to remit the dues of a sus-
pended brother that it has to remit the dues of an unsuspended brother.

63. We approve Decision No. 35.

64, We approve Decision No. 36.

65. We approve Decision No. 37.

66. We approve Decision No. 38.

67. We approve Decision No. 39.

68. We approve Decision No. 40.

69. Under the heading, “Trials by Commission,” we recommend
that this matter be deferred until the next annual communication.

70. Under the heading, “General Recommendations,” we disap-
prove Recommendation No. 1.

71. On unfinished business, referred to in paragraph 10, of the
Report of this Committee, shown on page 96, of the 1935 proceedings,
we recommend that action on dual membership be deferred until the
next annual communication.

72. As to Paragraph No. 5 of the Grand Master’s Decisions, page
36 of the 1935 proceedings, as to which the Jurisprudence Committee
of 1935 recommend that no action be then taken, (as shown in para-
graph 11 of the 1935 report) we recommend that the incoming Grand
Master appoint a committece of three to consider and report on the
Megeath Home for boys.

W.".John S. Hedelund, 268, Chairman, presented the re-
port of the Committee on Grievances, which was adopted,
section by section, and as a whole.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES
To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Your Committee on Grievances has carefully considered the matters
referred to it and submits the following report:

1. Application for restoration from a former member of Acacia Lodge
No. 34 A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Schuyler, Nebraska.

Your Committee approves the action of the Lodge in voting to re-
store this Brother to good standing as a Mason, and offers the following
resolution:

Resolved, that the petition of the former member of Acacia Lodge
No. 34, A" F.".& A.".M.". for rostoration to good standing as a Mason,
be granted.

2. Appeal from Siloam Lodge No. 147 A.".F.".& A.".M.". from a sen-
tence of definite suspension given to an offending Brother; the state-
ment of the lodge being that sentence was not adequate, in view of the
continued offences of this Brother since the time of the trial, and the
action of the Trial Commission:
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Your Committee recognizes that the conduct of this Brother is such
as to warrant the Lodge in making its appeal, and believes, that for the
good of Masonry, the former sentence should be set aside. Your Com-
mittee, however, wishes to call attention of the Lodge to the fact that it
elected this man to membership and made him a Mason, thereby assum-
ing a brotherly responsibility for him. He is evidently of weak will;
unable to properly regulate his appetites and habits, and he is in need of
the assistance of better citizens of his community, but mueh more so of
the Masonic brethren of his Lodge. In offering its resolution, the Com-
mittee asks that when its decision is transmitted to the Lodge, there
shall go with it the expressed statement that the Brethren shall make it
their special duty to give such counsel and assistance to this man as
may enable him to amend his ways and become a creditable citizen of the
community, whether or not he ever again is restored to good standing as
a Mason,

Your Committee offers the following resolution:

Resolved, That the sentence of the Trial Commission in the case of
a member of Siloam Lodge No. 147, giving definite suspension for a
period of six months, be set aside, and that this Brother be given a
sentence of indefinite suspension.

3. Petition from a former member of Culbertson Lodge No. 174
ACF..& ASM. ., appealing from sentence of expulsion given by Trial
‘Commission for violation of Section 148-D of Masonic Law.

Your Committee is of the opinion that the findings of the Trial Com-
mission were in accord with Masonic Law and the evidence submitted,
and offers the following resolution:

Resolved, that the sentence of the Trial Commission in the case of
the former member of Culbertson Lodge No, 174 A.".F.".& A.".M."., be
sustained.

4. Papers in appeal of three Brethren of MecCook Lodge No. 135
A F.".& A M.",, from sentence of definite suspension for violation of
Seetion 148-D of Masonic Law:

Petitions for appeal, and papers in connection with the trial of these
brethren constitute one file, and there is no need of separation in their
disposal. Definite suspension for a period of five months was given on
May 29th. Appeal was not filed until October 14th; and the appeal, there-
fore, was not properly made within time limits preseribed under Masonic
law. The Committee, therefore, has no jurisdiction, and offers the fol-
lowing resolution:

Resolved, that the Committee be discharged from further considera-
tion of these appeals.

5. In the report of the Grievance Committee for 1935, as shown on
page 99 of the proceedings; the Committee offered the following reso-
lution:

Resolved, that the petition for restoration of a former member of
Mt. Zion Lodge No. 161 A.".F.".& A.".M."., be laid on the table, and re-
ferred to the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge for con-

-sideration and action.
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It was the expressed desire of the Committee to have further in-
vestigation made, and to contact this petitioner before taking action.
The Chairman of your Committee talked with this man by telephone
yesterday, asking if he could find it possible to appear before the Com-
mittee, and was told that this could not be done on such short notice.

The Committee asks that this petition be again laid om the table, re-
ferred to the Grievance Committee of the next Grand Lodge for con-
sideration, and that this man be notified in advance of Grand Lodge
as to appearance before the Committee.

The Committee offers the following resolution:

Resolved, that the petition for restoration of a former member of
Mt. Zion Lodge No. 161 A.".F.".& A.".M."., be again laid on the table and
referred to the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge for con-
sideration and action,

6. Appeal from a former member of Nebraska Lodge No. 1 A.".F.".
& A.M.'., from sentence of expulsion for violation of section 148-D
of Masonic law:

Under decision No. 3, of the Grand Master, the findings of the Trial
Commission were just and lawful. Your Committee concurs heartily im
that decision, commending the very definite statement that “a Mason
may not do indirectly what he is prohibited from doing directly”. The
license to sell liquor was taken in the name of the Corporation of which
this petitioner was President, and the sale is made by virtue of that
license. Sub-leasing of space for a liquor store, and management of
that portion of the business of the Corporation by another person does
not relieve this petitioner from his responsibility, nor alter the fact
that he has done “indirectly, that which he might not do directly.”

Your Committee offers the following resolution:

Resolved, that the sentence of the Trial Commission in the case of
the former member of Nebraska Lodge No. 1, A.F.".& A.".M."., be
sustained.

7. Appeal made by a Past Master of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, A.".F.".&
A.".M."., from the decision of a Trial Commission, which rendered verdict
of “not guilty” in the case of a member of that Lodge, a Director of a
Country Club, engaged in the sale of beer.

Under Decision No. 4, of the Grand Master, your Committee believes
that this Brother is a party to violation of Masonic Law. Your Com-
mittee concurs heartily in the decision of the Grand Master as stated,
and offers the following resolution:

Resolved, that the verdict of the Trial Commission in the case of a
member of Lincoln Lodge No. 19, A.".F.".& A.".M."., wherein the Brother
was found “not guilty” of violation of Masonic Law, be set aside, and
that this Brother be given a sentence of indefinite suspension.

Your Committee offers the following resolution:

Resolved, that the report of the Grievance Committee as a whole be
adopted.
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W. .Perry M. Wheeler, 184, Chairman, presented the re-
port of the Committee on Unfinished Business, which was
adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON UNFINISHED BUSINESS
To the Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Your Committee on Unfinished Business has examined the proceed-
ings of the Grand Lodge for 1935, and beg leave to report:

That paragraph No. 11 (Decision No. 5 of the Grand Master, rela-
tive to the use of the name “Masonic Home for Children”,) which was
laid over by the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge, be re-
ferred back to the Committee on Jurisprudence, for further study.

That there is no further unfinished business to be considered.

W. . William C, Smith, 136, Chairman, presented the report
of the Committee on Pay-Roll, which was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PAY-ROLL
To the M.".W. .Grand Lodge, A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

Your Committee on Pay-Roll beg leave to report that the amount due
for mileage and per diem for this Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge, is: Mileage $3,063.42; per diem, $1,414.00; total, $4,477.42,

W. .Robert J. Jones, 288, Chairman, presented the report
of the Committee on Masonie Education, which was adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MASONIC EDUCATION
To the Grand I.odge, Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

As one glances back along the record of years and tries to measure
the vast occan of Masonic Tradition and knowledge it would seem a
superhuman task to learn all that Masonry has to teach.

In the beginning of our relation to the Fraternity, each of us has
offered our reasons for asking admittance into its ranks “because of our
favorable opinion of the institution—our desire for knowledge, and a
sincere wish to be serviceable to our fellow creature.”

Whoever enters the bosom of Freemasonry assumes the obligation
to give part of his time, his energies, and of his resources for the good
of his brethren.

One of the greatest benefits that comes from Masonry’s activities
is the association of its members, one with another. The gathering to-
gether of brethren is what “fraternal” means, and when we speak of
Masonry as a fraternal institution, we mean it is an association of
brothers, all members of one great family,

The work of providing speakers has been continued. We appreciate
the assistance of the brethrem who have given of their time and effort
in delivering the addresses.

Wide-spread interest was displayed in a series of lectures from
October to April, on Masonic Subjects, sponsored by the Masters and
Wardens Club of Omaha.
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The speakers were outstanding Masonic orators and Masonic
scholars.

Harold L. Reader, Grand Senior Warden of Missouri.

Carl H. Claudy, Executive Secretary, Masonic Service Association,
Washington, D. C.

Walter L. Stockwell, Past Grand Master, and present Grand Seecre-
tary, North Dakota.

William Moseley Brown, Past Grand Master of Virginia.

Judge Grover C. Niemeyer, Past Grand Master of Illinois.

Rev. Charles Durden, Grand Orator of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska.

Invitations were extended to sister Lodges within a radius of 50
miles. The attendance at each lecture was between five and six hundred.
The reaction from these meetings is of a very satisfactory mature. A
large number of the Lodges have observed the anniversary of George
Washington’s birthday by suitable educational and patriotic services.

Masons are today in the vanguard of those who seek to establish
for us a national depariment of education. You may feel that you are
discharging a Masonic duty when you endeavor to raise the standard of
education in your Lodges and communities.

W.".Clendenen W. Mitchell, 158, Chairman, presented the
report of the Committee on Finance, which was adopted, sec-
tion by section. The report was then adopted as a whole.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Grand Officers, and Members of
the Grand Lodge A.".F.".& A.".M.". of Nebraska:

We, your Committee on Finance, respectfully report as follows:

We have examined the books of accounts of the Grand Secretary
and various and sundry committees and other units of the Grand Lodge
which have to do with any part of the financial program of the Grand
Lodge. We have, also, carefully reviewed the Auditor’s report submitted
by the John M. Gilehrist Company, certified public accountants; we have,
also, carefully examined all matters of finanece which have in any way
been referred to us by the Grand Master, the Grand Secretary, any com-
mittees or any individual member of the Grand Lodge, and we report
our findings herewith and our recommendations for your consideration.

GENERAL FUND
In keeping with our practice of most years, we have prepared a
record showing comparison between the General Fund Budget adopted a
year ago and the expenses under that pr