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PROCEEDINGS

OF THE

Grand Lodee of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Aecepted Masons

OF NEBRASKA
AT THE

Sixty-seventh Annual Communication,

Held in Omaha, June 3d, 4th, and 5th, 1924.

FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION.

The Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons of Nebraska met in
annual communication in the Masonic Temple, Omaha, on
Tuesday, June 3d, A. D. 1924, A.".L.".5924, at half past nine
o’clock A. M., there being present:

ML W o Cloaiiles Ay Clapmaill o e o Grand Master,
IR RobERHINRANID 1 cles i S, Deputy Grand Master,
RV o T B 51 o Grand Senior Warden,
R."“W.".Edwin D. Crites........................ Grand Junior Warden,
REFAWE S E ancis AN SV ihi te RS S Grand Secretary,
IMESEWWASIE cov SIET RS i 1 Deputy Grand Secretary,
WVESWER ChianlesMVIMS hieplierd TR REE SR Grand Chaplain,
W. Merrill B, Carman..................... Grand Orator,
M.".W."Robert E. French.. ..................... Grand Custodian,
WA e r tHNTRID) 211v/1 < NS S S S Grand Marshal,
W.".Frank H. Woodland . ... ... ....... ... Grand Senior Deacon,
Wo ol € IDTEHE, o b dio 480 o & 50 SBE0 8 55 0.0 o Grand Junior Deacon,
W.".Benjamin Wood, 210......... .. .. ... as Grand Tyler,

and representatives from two hundred and sixty-four of the
two hundred and eighty-six chartered lodges.

A lodge of Master Masons was opened in due form by
R.".W.".Robert R. Dickson, Deputy Grand Master, with

prayer by the Grand Chaplain. All Past Grand Masters were
received and welcomed by the Deputy Grand Master, the re-




470 PROCEEDINGS OF THE [Omaha,

sponse to the welcome being made by M.".W.".Brother James
R. Cain, Jr. M.".W.".Charles A. Chappell, Grand Master of
Masons, was received and welcomed by the Deputy Grand
Master, and assumed the station of Grand Master. The breth-

ren all joined in singing a stanza of “My Country, "Tis of
Thee.”

Greetings and regrets that they were unable to attend
the session were received from Past Grand Masters John J.
Wemple, ITenry H. Wilson, and Frank E. Bullard.

The question of a special train to Plattsmouth, to partici-
pate in the ceremonies of laying the corner-stone of the
Infirmary to be built in connection with the Nebraska Masonic
Home, this afternoon, was brought up, and on motion of
. .Brother Frank H. Woodland, Grand Senior Deacon,
it was ordered that the expenses of the special train be borne
by the Grand Lodge.

Most Worshipful Charles A. Chappell, Grand Master of
Masons, delivered the following:

ADDRESS.

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free
and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

Brethren:

In the measurement of time as used by the plan of man, another year has
elapsed since we last met in annual communication, and we now meet in re-
sponse to the provisions of our constitution in this, the Sixty-seventh Annual
Communication of the Grand Lodge. Time speeds by so swiftly that when
we pause to reflect we sometimes feel we cannot comprehend its flight, and
we are confronted with the ever serious and important fact that man with
all of his achievements, with all of his learning, with all of his acquired
power cannot arrest nor hold a single instant of time. We are therefore
concerned not so much with the flight of time as with the more important
question: Have we employed it as it should have been used and thus laid
the foundation for improvement of time in the days to come?

It is a pleasure to greet you, brethren, in this annual communication of
our Grand Lodge. You come as the chosen representatives of the Masons
in this Grand Jurisdiction, and yon come not only to review the work of the
past year and to consider the needs of the day, but you come also to plan
for the activities of the coming year; and in keeping with the constitutional
direction it is a pleasure to present to you the report of the acts of the Grand
Master for the year which is now closing, endeavoring to exhibit the general
condition of Masonry within the jurisdiction and making such suggestions as
seem necessary or expedient for the welfare of the Fraternity.
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NECROLOGY.

Amid the activities of life we are from time to time called to a realiza-
tion of the uncertainty of life by the passing of those with whom we have
been associated, and those who have rendered valuable assistance to the
Fraternity. We would that those who have rendered valiant service might
remain with us, but we are reminded that “it is appointed unto men once to
die” and God in His wisdom sounds forth the call from this life to the life
eternal, and we bow in humble recognition of His will. How swiftly the
sands of time run, and how rapidly is the span of life drawn to a close. To-
morrow—today—yesterday ; expectation-—activity—retrospection; ah, how
soon the human life is ended, yet how lasting its influence.

During the past year our Grand Jurisdiction has been called to suffer
the heavy loss of the passing of four of our Past Grand Masters, men who
in their prime measured up in full stature to the responsibilities and the
honors bestowed upon them, and at the opening of this annual communica-
tion of our Grand Lodge we bow in memory of these faithful brethren:

Most Worshipful Edwin Force Warren, Grand Master from June 21st,
1882, to June 20th, 1883, was called to the life eternal at his home in Ne-
braska City, July 9th, 1923.

Most Worshipful Henry Gibbons, Grand Master from June 7th, 1911,
to June 5th, 1912, was called to the life eternal at his home in Kearney,
August 22d, 1923.

Most Worshipful Milton J. Hull, Grand Master from June 17th, 1887,
to June 22d, 1888, was called to the life eternal at his home in Washington,
D. C, September 18th, 1923.

Most Worshipful Alpha Morgan, Grand Master from June 4th, 1913,
to June 10th, 1914, was called to the life eternal at his home in Broken Bow,
April 17th, 1924.

We also have suffered the loss of our good and noble brother, Walter
W. Wells, a member of Minnekadusa Lodge No. 192, who for many years
has been a regular attendant at the annual communications of our Grand
Lodge, serving faithfully as our organist and rendering valuable assistance
throughout the years as an Assistant Custodian. He was suddenly called
from this life to the life eternal while busily engaged in his duties as Assistant
Custodian on the 4th of March this year, and we miss him from this Grand

Lodge session as we will miss him from all of his other Masonic activities.

./ DEATH OF PRESIDENT HARDING.

When the news of the death of President Harding, at San Francisco,
on the evening of August 2d, was flashed to the world it carried to the
brethren of the Craft not only a realization of the great loss to our nation
in his death, but also a realization of the loss of a brother of the Fraternity.
From the moment of the death of the Chief Executive until the final rites
of interment had been performed at Marion, our nation marked time in ex-
pressive sorrow because of the death of our president.

Many of the public utterances of President Harding show his kindly
thought and firm resolve in the endeavor to accomplish the things of peace
and of right, and the address prepared by him for delivery at Hollywood on
the occasion of the presentation, on behalf of Marion Commandery No. 36,
Knights Templar, of Ohio, to Hollywood Commandery No. 56, of the In-
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ternational Travelling Beauseant of the Order, is worthy of the most serious
consideration, both for its worth and its beauty. Among other things, he
said :

“T am a confirmed optimist as to the growth of the spirit of brother-
hood. Science and genius are lending their aid to the removal of the obstacles
to intcrcourse and attending understanding among the peoples of the world.
We do rise to heights, at times, when we look for the good rather than the
evil in others, and give consideration to the views of all. The inherent love
of fellowship is banding men together, and when envy and suspicion are
vanquished, fraternity records a triumph, and brotherhood brings a new
blessing to men and to peoples in the larger sense.” ]

Upon receipt of the news of the death of President Harding, a com-
munication was addressed by the Grand Master of Masons to Mrs. Harding,
expressing the profound sorrow of the Fraternity in this Grand Jurisdiction,
and as the representative of the Grand Master, the Worshipful Master of
Ashlar Lodge No. 33 placed upon the funeral train at Grand Island, a beau-
tiful floral tribute in the name of the Grand Lodge, Ancient, Free and Ac-
cepted Masons of Nebraska.

LODGE OF SORROW.

On the evening of August 10th, all of the lodges of Lincoln met in a
Lodge of Sorrow in honor of our departed Brother Warren G. Harding,
President of the United States. This lodge was largely attended and attested
the sorrow of the brethren because of the death of our President. On invita-
tion, the Grand Master delivered the address upon this occasion,

INSTALLATION OF GRAND ORATOR.
Our Grand Orator, Brother Merrill B. Carman, not being able to be in '
attendance at the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge, authority
was given to the Grand Master to install the Grand Orator at his convenience.
Accordingly, at an Occasional Grand Lodge held in the hall of Ashlar Lodge
No. 33 at Grand Island, Nebraska, and on the occasion of the laying of the
corner stone for the new High School building in that city, assisted by
R.".W.".John Wright, Grand Senior Warden, V.".W. .Charles M. Shep-
herd, Grand Chaplain, W.".Albert R. Davis, Grand Marshal, W.".Ira C.
Freet, Grand Junior Deacon, and many brethren of the Craft, the Grand
Orator was duly installed.

MATTERS REFERRED TO THE GRAND MASTER.

The last annual communication of our Grand Lodge referred the follow-
ing subjects to the Grand Master, report upon each being made as follows:

(a) ASSISTANTS TO THE GRAND MASTER.

Under the heading of plan to district the state, our Grand Lodge has
previously empowered the Grand Master, at his option, to appoint in each
district an assistant. Thus far this authority has not been exercised and no
appointments have been made.

(b) NON-ATTENDANCE BY LODGES :

In the early days of the present Masonic year, the matter of non-attend-
ance at the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge was taken up with
each lodge which had failed to be represented. Satisfactory explanation of




June, 1924} GRAND LODGE OF NEBRASKA. 473

the failure to attend was made by each and assurance given that the lodge
would be represented at this present annual communication.

In this connection, attention should probably be called to the situation
of Barneston Lodge No. 165, which had failed for three annual communica-
tions to be represented. A certificate was submitted by a brother of this
lodge, duly attested by the Worshipful Master and the Secretary of the
lodge, showing the brother to have heen in attendance at the annual com-
munication of the Grand Lodge in 1921, but he not having filed credentials
with the proper committee, and the fact of his attendance not being reported
in any way, his lodge was of necessity marked as not represented.

(c) FIDELITY LODGE NO. 51.

The matter of the conduct of this lodge in reference to the trial of a
member who was charged with serious Masonic offenses, and who upon two
trials in the lodge had been found not guilty, but upon appeal to the Grand
Lodge had been found guilty and expelled, was referred to the Grand Master.
After a reasonable amount of correspondence, and finding it impossible to visit
the lodge, Worshipful Brother Lute M. Savage was appointed as the personal
representative of the Grand Master to make complete investigation and report.
The lodge was called in special communication, and a transcript of the pro-
ceedings was submitted to the Grand Master with the report. After care-
fully reviewing the entire matter, it seemed clear that the recommendation
of Brother Savage was correct and should be followed, and the lodge was
accordingly advised that the Grand Master was persuaded that although the
lodge erred grievously in the matter, nevertheless the brethren seemed to be
proceeding with good motives and not with any intention of violating or dis-
regarding Masonic law and the principles of right and justice. The Grand
Lodge at its last annual communication having taken final action on all
matters relating to the finding of guilt and the infliction of penalty, and the
Grand Master being convinced that the lodge was proceeding with good
motives, there appeared to be nothing further to be done. The lodge paid
the expenses in connection with this investigation.

PROMULGATION OF THE WORK.

The high standard attained in previous years in this important depart-
ment of the work has not only been maintained but advanced throughout the
present Masonic year. Our Grand Custodian and those who have been com-
missioned as his special assistants have been faithful and diligent in all
respects, and the brethren of the Craft individually, and the lodges, have been
the recipients of the pleasant and helpful assistance of those responsible for
the work in this department. The effective services rendered are emphasized
by the commendation of those who have long been familiar with the work in
this Grand Jurisdiction and have noticed the steady and continuous improve-
ment as our Grand Custodian and his assistants have gone in and out among
the lodges and among the brethren in the performance of their duty. Our
present Grand Custodian was first appointed to this office January 29sh, 1901,
at a time when our Grand Jurisdiction had two hundred thirty-seven lodges,
with a total membership of 12,767. During this time the lodges have been
increased until we now have two hundred eighty-six lodges with a member-
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ship of 39,585, and the requirements of the Grand Custodian as to methods
and effectiveness have been advanced.

At the beginning of the year, the commissions of all Assistant Cus-
todians were renewed and later, upon recommendation of the Grand Cus-
todian, commissions were issued to newly appointed assistants to the Grand
Custodian, as follows:

October 29th, 1923, William J. Birkoffer of Gothenburg Iodge No. 249.

October 29th, 1923, D. Horace Schall of William E. Hill Lodge No. 307.

April 17th, 1924, Stanley P. Bostwick of Capitol Lodge No. 3.

Upon the recommendation of the Grand Custodian, a large number of
certificates of proficiency have been issued to lodges and also to brethren
individually. This is not only a practical method of testing the proficiency
of lodges and brethren, but it is also an incentive for both to become proficient
and results in an increased standard of proficiency among the brethren of
the Craft.

It was impossible to attend central schools with the exception of the
school held at Beatrice, but in other instances the proxy of the Grand Master
for the occasion was placed in worthy and capable hands. These central
schools bring together the brethren from a wide range of surrounding terri-
tory to the lodge in which they are held, and although the attendance has
not in all instances been as large as would be desired, nevertheless the central
school is of benefit to the Craft.

WEAK LODGES.

(A) Special reference was made in the address of the Deputy and Act-
ing Grand Master last year to Sincerity Lodge No. 244. This lodge has had
particular assistance from our Grand Custodian, as well as from Most Wor-
shipful Brother Andrew H. Viele, Past Grand Master and Assistant Cus-
todian. Under the inspiration of the Worshipful Master of the lodge, special
effort was made to attain proficiency, and upon a proper showing being made
the Grand Master removed all restrictions which had previously been placed
upon the lodge. The appreciation of this was fittingly expressed by the
Worshipful Master. This lodge, like many others, has difficulties to over-
come, but it also has a good opportunity for service and is needed, and it is
expected and hoped that the brethren will in all respects rally to the work
of the Craft and increase the proficiency of the lodge in every respect.

(B) Other lodges have had the special attention of the Grand Master
and the Grand Custodian, and in almost every instance the response has been
promptly made. There are difficulties in the way of many lodges, and the
path of progress cannot always be smooth and uninterrupted, but these diffi-
culties are overcome by loyalty and persistency on the part of the brethren.
Qur Grand Custodian,. very naturally, gives particular attention to any lodges
needing his assistance in a special way.

PROFICIENCY EXAMINATION.

A number of inquiries were received following the amendment last year
to Sections 66 and 66A of the law, and from all reports it would seem the
requirements of the law for proficiency in the degrees are being faithfully
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complied with. In one instance application was made to the Grand Master for
an extension of time, and, good cause therefor being shown, it was granted.

/ CHARTERS.

In compliance with action of the Grand Lodge last year, charter was
issued to Craftsmen Lodge No. 314, and certified copies of charters were
issued to the following lodges, each having lost its charter by fire: Sterling
Lodge No. 70, Pythagoras Lodge No. 156, and Holbrook Lodge No. 257.

/ LODGES CONSTITUTED.

Charter having been granted at the last annual communication of the
Grand Lodge to Craftsmen Lodge No. 314, of Lincoln, this lodge was con-
stituted on the 20th day of June by the Grand Master. There were i at-
tendance R.".W.'.John Wright, Grand Senior Warden, R."."W. .Edwin D.
Crites, Grand Junior Warden, M.".W.".Lewis E. Smith, Deputy Grand
Secretary, V.".W.".Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain, W.".Ira C. Freet,
Grand Junior Deacon, W. .Alexander E. Porter, Grand Tyler, W. .Orville
A. Andrews, an Assistant Custodian as Grand Marshal, M.".W. .Henry H.
Wilson and M.".W.".Ornan J. King, Past Grand Masters, and a large num-
ber of brethren. Offcers of the lodge were also installed on the same oc-
casion by the Grand Master. This lodge has in all respects shown diligence
and an earnest desire to faithfully discharge its duties and responsibilities.
The brethren of this lodge have made a good start and will no doubt not only
find important opportunity for service, but will faithfully meet their op-
portunity.

SEALS APPROVED.
v The seal of Craftsmen Lodge No. 314 was duly approved.

DEDICATION OF LODGE HALL.

East Lincoln Lodge No. 210 has erected a beautiful Temple, which is
v a true credit not only to the lodge but to the city in which it is located and
to our Graund Jurisdiction. It was with pleasure that the Grand Master
granted the request of this lodge to change its location from the old place
of meeting to the new Temple, and on the 22d day of December last dedi-
cated the lodge hall and Temple, assisted by R.".W.".Robert R. Dickson,
Deputy Grand Master, R.".'W.".John Wright, Grand Senior Warden,
M.".W.".Samuel P. Davidson, Past Grand Master, as Grand Junior Warden,
W.".Orville A. Andrews, Assistant Custodian, as Grand Marshal, W.".Frank
H. Woodland, Grand Scnior Deacon, W..Ira C. Freet, Grand Junior
Deacon, W. .Alexander E. Porter, Grand Tyler, M.".W.".Samuel S. Whit-
ing, Past Grand Master, as Grand Treasurer, W. .Lorenzen P. Ronne, as
Grand Secretary, V.'.W. .Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain, M.".W.".
Henry H. Wilson, Past Grand Master, as Grand Orator, W. .Benjamin
Wood, as Grand Custodian, W.".D. Horace Schall, as Grand Pursuivant,
W.".Charles W. Pace, who carried. the Book of Constitution, by the present
Masters of the other Lincoln lodges, by M.".W.".Ornan J. King, Past Grand
Master, and a large number of brethren,

At least two other halls will be ready for dedication within a short time.
There is evidence of progress, as well as much satisfaction, in the increas-
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ing number of lodges who are taking steps to own their own lodge homes.
This worthy effort is entitled to encouragement, and there would be much
benefit to the Craft in an ever increasing number of lodges who become the
possessors of their own lodge homes.

INSTALLATIONS.

It was with pleasure that the Grand Master installed the officers of
Fremont Lodge No. 15, Fairfield Lodge No. 84, Minden Lodge No. 127,
Square Lodge No. 151, and Craftsmen Lodge No. 314. It was also his pleasure
to attend the installation of the officers of Florence Lodge No. 281, these
officers being installed by Most Worshipful James R. Cain, Past Grand
Master, who has been privileged to install the officers of this lodge for many
years. The visit of Brother Cain to this lodge, upon their invitation to install
the officers, has become an almost established custom in the lodge and is
looked forward to as an event of the year.

PERMISSION FOR REMOVAL OF LODGES.

Upon compliance with the law by the lodges, authority was granted to
East Lincoln Lodge No. 210 and to Compass and Square Lodge No. 212 to
move from one hall to another within the towns of their respective jurisdic-
tions. Application was made by another lodge to change location, but upon
investigation the hall was found to be unsafe and not suitable for the holding
of Masonic meetings, and the application was thereupon disapproved.

NEW LODGES.

Generally speaking, the lodges in this Grand Jurisdiction are so located
as to serve the different portions of the Grand Jurisdiction in effective man-
ner, and without unusual hardship upon brethren living at a distance from a
lodge. However, there are communities in which brethren find it difficult
to avail themselves of attendance at lodge because of distance, and in which
it would seem there is good reason to believe a lodge could properly be estab-
lished. Information has been furnished to a number of inquiring brethren
relating to the establishment of lodges, and particular reference is had to the
brethren at Ong, Palmer, Ericson and Pleasant Dale. Petitions for dis-
pensation have been submitted by the brethren at Ong and Palmer, but were
received too late to justify the issuance of a dispensation for this Masonic
year. The desires of the brethren in these places appear worthy and well
founded and they are recommended for the most careful consideration of the
incoming Grand Master, with the belief that lodges can be established in
these places not only to the benefit of the brethren residing in those com-
munities, but also to the Craft in general.

THE MASONIC SERVICE ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED
STATES.

At the annual communication held one year ago, action was taken under
which our Grand Lodge re-joined the Masonic Service Association of the
United States. Provision was made for the appointment of a committee for
the promulgation of the work in this Grand Jurisdiction, appropriations made
for expenses, and it was declared to be the sense of the Grand Lodge that
the Grand Master attend the next annual meeting of the Association. In

t—
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compliance with this resolution a committee was appointed composed of Most
Worshipful Ambrose C. Epperson, Past Grand Master, Very Worshipful
Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain, and Worshipful Brother Edwin H.
Gerhart of Newman Grove Lodge No. 305. This committee, in conference
with the Grand Master, outlined its work for the present Masonic year,
placing the definite charge of the work with Brother Shepherd. A complete
report of the work of this committee will, of course, be submitted by the
committee.

The Grand Master, accompanied by Brother Shepherd, attended the an-
nual meeting of the Association held in Washington, D. C., October 29th
and 30th, 1923, and we were pleased to have associated with us at these meet-
ings Worshipful Brothers Jesse D. Whitmore and George C. Mason. Other
brethren from this Grand Jurisdiction found it possible to be in attendance
at least a portion of the time. Another year of observation of the work of
this Association confirms the belief that it is worthy and entitled to support,
and that much benefit will be derived by our Grand Jurisdiction by con-
tinuance of membership therein. The work of the Association at its annual
meeting shows it to be well managed and earnestly endeavoring to faithfully
carry out the educational program which has been entered upon, as well as
to give proper attention to all other matters which may be properly presented
to it under the purposes for which it has been formed.

Among other things presented by the executive committee of this Asso-
ciation during the past year was the question of relief for the stricken suf-
ferers of the great earthquake and fire m Japan, and appeal was made to
our Grand Jurisdiction for such financial assistance as it might see fit to
render. It appearing from the report of the executive secretary that all
immediate needs to relieve physical distress had been met through govern-
mental agencies and the work of the Red Cross, and it appearing that the
work of the Masonic Service Association could best be employed through
the effort to re-build the American school, which had been destroyed, and
there being no specific authority for the officers of our Grand Lodge to make
appropriation of a substantial amount, the question of contributing to this
work of relief is submitted to you that you may take such action, if any,
as to you seems fit.

Reports coming from the work carried forward in this Grand Jurisdic-
tion indicate beyond doubt not only the success of the committee in its efforts
to discharge its responsibilities, but also a ready response of appreciation by
those who have been privileged to come closely in contact with the work of
the committee. No previous effort ever having been made to carry this
work into practical application in this Grand Jurisdiction, the committee
found it necessary to consider the plan of organization and operation with-
out guidance of previous experience, but the success of their efforts seems
to be undoubted. As the brethren throughout the Grand Jursidiction become
more familiar with the objects of the Association and are brought closer in
touch with its work, the benefits will be increased.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL MEMORIAL
ASSOCIATION.

The work of this Association has been carried steadily forward by its
officers, and the corner stone for the Memorial Building was laid at Alex-
andria on the 1st day of last November. Being in Washington in attendance
at the annual meeting of the Masonic Service Association, it was possible
for me to attend the laying of this corner stone, and it was my good pleasure
to be accompanied by Right Worshipful John Wright, Grand Senior Warden;
Very Worshipful Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain, Right Eminent
Jesse D. Whitmore, Grand Commander, Knights Templar of Nebraska,
Worshipful George C. Mason of Liberty Lodge No. 300, Brother George
H. Thomas of Harvard Lodge No. 44, Brother Louis C. Flora, Acacia
Lodge No. 34, Brother Zoro D. Clark and Brother Luther M. Kuhns of
Capitol Lodge No. 3. This was perhaps the largest Masonic gathering ever
witnessed on this continent. Representatives were present from almost every
Grand Jurisdiction in the United States, as well as from Canada and Cuba,
and each Grand Master present was given a part in the actual spreading of
the cement used in the laying of the corner stone. Time forbids a complete
report of this ceremony, but suffice it to say that the work of this Associa-
tion is entitled to our most earnest support.

It was not possible to attend the annual meeting of the Association held
at Alexandria last February, but our Grand Jurisdiction was ably represented
by Worshipful Brother George C. Mason, chairman of our committee on
this work. This work has the approval of our Grand Lodge, but the con-
tributing of funds has in all respects been left optional with the brethren.
Any brother desiring to make further contribution may have the assurance
and satisfaction of knowing that his money is going into a good work and a
cause which will be of credit to Masonry.

WASHINGTON MEMORIAL TROWEL.

There was presented to each Grand Master participating in the laying
of the corner stone of the Memorial Building to Washington, The Mason,
the small trowel used by him on the occasion, properly engraved, showing
it to be a replica of the trowel used by George Washington when he laid the
corner stone of the Capitol Building of our Nation. The representation of
our Grand Jurisdiction at Alexandria last November was not personal in any
respect, but official, and it seems but fitting and just that this trowel should
be delivered to this Grand Lodge for such disposition as it may see fit to
make.

MASONIC RELIEF ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES
AND CANADA.

The biennial meeting of the Masonic Relief Association of the United
States and Canada was held in Washington, D. C,, November 2d and 3d last,
and being in our Capitol City by reason of other Masonic work, it was pos-
sible to attend this biennial meeting. Brethren were in attendance from a
large number of the member jurisdictions of this country, as well as from
Canada. Our Grand Lodge has held membership in this Association for
a number of years. The work is commendable and worthy of our support.
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R.".W. .John Wright, Grand Senior Warden, and V.".W.".Charles M. Shep-
herd, Grand Chaplain, were also in attendance at these meetings.

The brethren of Omaha have established a Masonic Relief Association
and Employment Bureau, which is affiliated with the Masonic Relief Asso-
ciation of the United States and Canada. This work is supported by the
Iodges, Chapters, Council, Commandery, Mystic Shrine, and Temple Craft,
and the report submitted is very creditable, showing a satisfactory progress
made between the time the work was taken up on October 4th last down to
the present time, In view of the fact that this work is of interest and benefit
to the brethren of the Craft generally, it would seem our Grand Lodge
should give consideration and reasonable financial support to it. This matter
is suggested for your consideration.

MASONIC HOME.

The Nebraska Masonic Home at Plattsmouth has since its establish-
ment held a large place in the hearts and minds of the brethren of this Grand
Jurisdiction, and is worthy of increased consideration and support. The
Home has at all times been satisfactorily and ably managed. Everything
possible is done for the residents, but from time to time aitention is called
to the fact that enlarged facilities are needed for the proper care of those
who of right ask a home in this institution. We cannot give this important
work too much consideration nor too liberal support. This Grand Lodge at
its last annual communication recognized the need of an imfirmary at Platts-
mouth and made an appropriation to apply on the expense thereof. The
Board of Trustees have proceeded carefully and thoroughly with the con-
sideration of plans and will submit to you at this annual communication plans
for the proposed structure. Arrangements have been made under which the
corner stone of this Infirmary will be laid the afternoon of the first day of
this annual communication of our Grand Lodge, with the hope that all of
you will find it possible to be in attendance upon this occasion.

Proposed amendments to the articles of incorporation of the Nebraska
Masonic Home have received careful consideration by the trustees and by
the stockholders in annual meeting, and will be submitted for your considera-
tion and recommendation. Your attention is fraternally directed to the in-
creasing importance of the work of this Home, and with the hope that the
brethren in this Grand Jurisdiction may take more interest than ever in it.

It seems there has been a prevailing opinion in some portions of the
Grand Jurisdiction to the effect that our Grand Lodge must always hold not
less than a majority of the stock in this corporation. There is, of course,
no law of this Grand Lodge and no provision in the articles of incorporation
to this effect. Of the advisability of the Grand Lodge holding a majority of
the stock there surely can be no doubt. In view of the fact that our Grand
Lodge at the present time holds but a very small number of shares above
that required to give it a majority of stock, your attention is fraternally
directed to the question of the advisabality of increasing the stockholdings
of the Grand Lodge in this corporation. Your attention is further directed
to the fact that appropriations for the benefit of the Home have been made
for which it might he proper to ask the issuance of stock.
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But without regard to details in the plan of management or technicalities
as to legal status, the fact remains that the Home is a work of the Masons
in this Grand Jurisdiction, in which they have every right to take a true and
proper Masonic pride. The Masonic Home is beautifully situated amid
pleasant surroundings, and the brethren of the Craft may indeed take a true
joy in rendering every possible assistance to the promotion of this work.

CHILDRENS HOME.

This is another very important and successful work of the Craft in this
Grand Jurisdiction and, as in the case of Plattsmouth, it would be well if the
brethren of the Grand Jurisdiction might find it possible to keep in closer
touch with the work and to frequently visit the Home.

BOARD OF MASONIC ANNUITIES AND GIFTS.

This is one of the important designs upon the trestleboard of our Grand
Lodge which should under no consideration be overlooked nor forgotten.
The usefulness of this opportunity for service must of necessity in a large
way be dependent upon the manuer in which it is presented to the brethren
of the Craft. The contracts offered to those desiring to avail themselves of
the benefits of this Board are such as to appeal to the brethren who are
deeply interested in the different activities generally referred to as Masonic
charities, making possible not only the placing of funds at the disposal of
our Grand Lodge so they can be used for such work as the donor desires,
but also giving to those who thus place their money proper and reasonable
returns from year to year.

It is to be sincerely hoped that the brethren of this Grand Lodge will
familiarize themselves with the work undertaken to the end that they may
communicate all possible information to their respective lodges and to the
individual brethren. Correspondence and personal requests for information
are earnestly invited by the Secretary of the Board.

MASONIC CHARITIES.

The work of this Grand Lodge under the heading of what is commonly
designated as Masonic charities, in addition to the work at Plattsmouth and
Fremont, is carried on through the instrumentality of our Committees on
Childrens Homes and Relief and Care of Orphans. The brethren of these
committees give freely of their time and energy, and in many instances of
their finances, to the end that this important work may be given the proper
consideration, and that all who come worthily asking for that which is their
just due shall receive it promptly and in proper manner. The brethren who
conduct this work are entitled not only to the active co-operation of our
entire membership but also to the appreciation of our Grand Lodge, and
these have been freely given. The last annual communication of the Grand
Lodge appointed a special committee to consider the question of the advisa-
bility of the consolidation of Masonic charities, This committee will report
to you at this annual communication to the end that you may take such action,

_if any, as you may deem advisable.

The work of our Craft under the commonly used term of charity is
ever of great importance, and too often we are in a large measure judged
by this work. Any term denoting Masonic activity carries with it force and
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dignity. Every work worthy of the Craft should be maintained in so far as
there is ability to do so and every brother should bear his share of the re-
sponsibility, but there is serious doubt as to whether brethren or lodges should
undertake a continuing work in the name of the Craft without the approval
and support of this Grand Lodge. The Grand Master does not know of any
work in this Grand Jurisdiction at this time which is not worthy, and the
foregoing suggestion is offered without reference to any present work and
with thought only of future responsibilities.

DISCIPLINE.

The brethren of our Grand Jurisdiction are to be congratulated upon the
comparatively small number of Masonic offenses and the consequent small
number of instances in which charges should be preferred. This is one of
the indications of a healthy condition of the Fraternity in this Grand Juris-
diction, and as our brethren increase their Masonic activities and are the
hetter enabled to impress upon others of the Craft the true spirit and mean-
ing of Masonry, the violations of law will be correspondingly reduced. How-
ever, matters of discipline have come to the attention of the Grand Master
in the following cases:

(A) TrIALS.
CAPITOL LODGE NO. 3.

A brother charged with unmasonic conduct was brought to trial, found
guilty, and sentence of expulsion inflicted. Appeal was taken to this Grand
Lodge and is now pending hercin. Application was made for stay of sentence
pending appeal, but was not granted.

NEMAHA VALLEY LODGE NO. 4.

During the Masonic year of 1922-1923, a member of this lodge was
found guilty in the federal and state courts of violating the prohibitory
law. There seemed to be unusual delay in the matter being brought for de-
termination by trial in the lodge, but ultimately trial was had, a finding of
guilty made, and sentence fixed at indefinite suspension. The law requiring
adequate punishment to be administered.where a brother has been convicted
of a Masonic offense, and this Grand Lodge by its action having repeatedly
fixed a penalty of expulsion in cases of this kind, the trial and sentence were
set aside and ultimately on the 19th of March this year, upon a subsequent
trial, a finding of guilty was made and a sentence of expulsion pronounced
by the lodge. No appeal has been brought to the attention of the Grand
Master.

PLATTSMOUTH LODGE NO, 6.

Complaint was filed charging a brother with violation of the prohibi-
tory law, he having been found guilty of this in the state courts. Upon
trial, the lodge made a finding of guilty and imposed sentence of definite
suspension for one year. The matter being brought to the attention of the
Grand Master, and it appearing that adequate punishment had not been ad-
.ministered by the lodge, the trial and sentence were set aside and a new trial
ordered, which resulted in a trial concluded on March 31st this year in which
there was not only a finding of guilt but infliction of the penalty of expulsion.
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OLIVER LODGE NO. 38.

Charges were preferred against a brother relating to unmasonic conduct
and time fixed for trial. Therecafter the lodge, by compliance with the law,
authorized the withdrawal of the charges and the case was accordingly dis-
missed. After reviewing this matter and believing the brethren of the lodge
had not only proceeded in good faith but that the action should not be dis-
turbed, the Grand Master permitted the matter to stand. Should the Grand
Lodge desire further information concerning this, the complete file of the
Grand Master is available and the brethren of the lodge will no doubt gladly
furnish all desired information.

JUNIATA LODGE NO. 42.

Attention was called to the fact that a member of this lodge had been
guilty of violating the prohibitory law. The subject being called to the atten-
tion of the lodge, charges were preferred and trial had, resulting in a finding
of guilt and the infliction of the penalty of expulsion.

HASTINGS LODGE NO. 50.

(a) A brother of this lodge had been tried and convicted in the state
courts on a charge of murder. Charges were preferred in the lodge and
proceeded to trial, resulting in a finding of guilt and the infliction of a penalty
of expulsion. Appeal to this Grand Lodge was promptly taken by the accused
and is now pending herein.

(b) A member of the Craft holding his membership in another Grand
Jurisdiction, but sojourning within the jurisdiction of this lodge, was accused
of conduct unbecoming a Mason, and in keeping with the provisions of the
law charges were submitted by this lodge to the lodge in which his member-
ship is held. His lodge received and preferred the charges, and has asked
Hastings Lodge to proceed with the trial for them. This has been approved
by the Grand Master within whose jurisdiction the lodge of the accused is
located, and by the Grand Master of our Grand Jurisdiction.

SILOAM LODGE NO. 147.

The report of an Assistant Custodian, who had conducted a school of
instruction in this lodge, showed that an Entered Apprentice Mason in this
lodge had been convicted and sentenced to the state penitentiary and was
serving time therein. The matter being called ta the attention of the lodge,
charges were in due time preferred and trial had, resulting in a finding of
guilt and a penalty of expulsion.

VALLEY LODGE NoO. 157.

Complaint filed charging a brother with violations of the prohibitory
law. Transcript of proceedings in state court submitted showing finding of
guilt on a plea of guilty entered by the defendant. Finding of not guilty
made in the trial by the lodge. Nothing submitted to Grand Master showing
evidence in trial reduced to writing, and nothing to overcome rule of prima
facie evidence of guilt under Section 181 of the law. Finding of the lodge:
being contrary to the plea of guilty entered in the state court, and there being
no evidence submitted to the Grand Master to sustain the finding of the
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lodge, an order was entered on the 20th of May setting aside the trial and
directing the lodge to proceed to a new trial.

ROMAN EAGLE LODGE NO. 203,

A fnember of this lodge was placed on trial under charges of violating
the prohibitory laws and upon trial duly had was found guilty and sentence
of expulsion imposed, from which no appeal has been taken.

BEE LODGE NO. 259.

A few years ago a man petitioned another lodge in this Grand Jurisdic-
tion and was rejected. He later resided within the jurisdiction of Bee Lodge
No. 259 and petitioned the lodge for membership, stating in his petition that
he had not previously petitioned. His petition received favorable action and
was proceeded with until the degree of a Master Mason had been conferred.
Thereafter information was obtained showing him to be the same man who
had been rejected in the other lodge, although there was a slight discrepancy
in the spelling of his name in the two petitions. Charges were preferred
and, upon trial duly had, he was found guilty and penalty of expulsion in-
flicted.

(B) DISCIPLINE OF MASTER.

Information was communicated strongly suggesting unmasonic conduct
on the part of the Worshipful Master of Tyre Lodge No. 85, and upon care-
ful investigation, and after meeting with the officers and members of this
lodge, it appeared that although a Masonic offense could not be proven the
Master had undoubtedly been guilty of such indiscretion as to reflect upon
the good name of Masonry and to seriously challenge the propriety of
him presiding over the lodge during the remainder of the term for which he
had been elected and installed. Accordingly, on the 22d day of November,
an order was entered by the Grand Master arresting his jewel and placing
the lodge in charge of the Senior Warden. Arrangements were made under
which the Grand Master was kept advised as to the conduct of this unfortu-
nate brother, and toward the close of April action of his lodge was certified
to the Grand Master strongly expressing the view that there would be
Masonic justice in the restoration of the jewel. It was also disclosed that
this brother had been in attendance at every meeting of the lodge since the
arrest of the jewel, excepting in instances where attendance was impossible,
and his conduct had in all respects been exemplary. The brethren of the
lodge seemed to be now of the opinion that, although his conduct in the
matters complained of had been indiscrcet to the point of justifying fear of
guilt, in view of the fact that there had never been proof of guilt, and in
view of his exemplary conduct since the arrest of the jewel, he was entitled
to retire from office in honor. Being convinced of the correctness of the
views expressed by his lodge, an order.was entered on the first day of May,
1924, restoring the jewel to this Worshipful Master.

(C) INVESTIGATIONS.

Inquiries have been received from a number of lodges as to whether or
not charges should be preferred in certain instances. These matters are
under investigation by the respective lodges and effort is being made to de-
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termine whether or not charges should be preferred. If it develops charges
should be preferred, the respective lodges will, of course, procced to trial in
due time and proper manner.

/ LOTTERY OR GIFT ENTERPRISES. .

The question has been presented as to whether or not under our Masonic
law it would be permissible, for the purpose of raising money for Masonic
uses, to put on a public entertainment for which tickets would be sold by
use of a punch board, the price of the ticket to depend upon the number it
carried, but none to exceed a designated amount, each ticket carrying a prize.
Although the object for which the money was sought to be raised was not
one recognized by this Grand Lodge as a strictly Masonic purpose, neverthe-
less it was the intention to conduct the matter by use of the term Masonic,
or other designation to indicate that it was for a Masonic purpose. If the
subject was to be considered as Masonic and conducted under the name of
our institution, it was clearly prohibited by the provision of Subdivision E
of Section 148 of the law, which declares it to be a Masonic offense to
attempt to give the aid of Freemasonry in organized or individual form, to
any lottery or gift enterprise, or the sale, purchase or drawing of lottery
tickets, and the brethren were advised accordingly. The brethren who were
interested in the venture were courteous in every respect and are to be com-
mended for the attitude manifested when this provision of our law was
called to their attention. In addition to the provision of our law, the prin-
ciple involved in this method of raising money is unmasonic and wrong, and
if generally employed by the Masonic institution it would probably be but
a question of time until there would be a reaction with a train of evils and
with injury to the Fraternity.

Later in the year another similar proposition was suggested and deter-
mined in the same manner.

/ CONTROVERSIES OVER JURISDICTION.
There have been but few situations presented showing the invasion of the
jurisdiction of one lodge by another, and those which in the opinion of the
Grand Master should be called to particular attention will have considera-
tion in this address under the heading of “Decisions.”

7< APPLICATIONS FOR REINSTATEMENT.

Brethren who have been suspended for non-payment of dues for more
than three years, seeking reinstatement, are properly required by our law
to make application in writing therefor, and the law also requires a report as
to their financial ability to guard against the possibility of one seeking rein-
statement with the probable intent of gaining admission to the Nebraska
Masonic Home or for the purpose of participating in the charities of the
Fraternity.

The form of application suggested by the Grand Lodge does not require
of the applicant that he make statement of his financial condition. There
would seem to be much advisability in changing this form so as to require
the applicant to make showing as to his circumstances rather than to leave
the entire matter to the report of the committee.

|
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Numerous applications for reinstatement have, upon the recommenda-
tion of the committee, been approved. In one instance where request was
made for showing as to financial condition, the applicant refused to furnish
any information and after having been urged over a long period of time to
do so, his applieation was refused.

In another case, the brother seeking reinstatement had been a member
of a lodge at the time it became extinct, owing dues thereto. Upon failure
to pay all dues and to take a demit from the Grand Lodge, as provided by
law, he had been suspended by action of the Grand Lodge. Upon his petition
for reinstatement and upon the payment of all dues owing both to the lodge
when it became extinct and to the Grand lodge, he was restored to good
standing and shortly thereafter asked for and received his demit for the
purpose of affiliation with a lodge in another Grand Jurisdiction.

DISPENSATIONS.

Requests come for dispensations for many different reasons, but no dis-
pensation has been issued except upon a very clear and satisfactory showing
of merit therefor, and a number of requests have accordingly been declined.
It would seem that compared to the number of ‘lodges and the membership
the number of dispensations issued has been small. They have been as
follows :

June 8th, to Sterling Lodge No. 70 to continue work until the charter
granted at the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge could be
issued.

June 8th, to Pythagoras Lodge No. 156 to continue work until the
charter &granted at the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge could
be issued.

June 8th, to Holbrook Lodge No. 257 to continue work until the charter
gransied at the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge could be
1ssued.

June 20th, to Lily Lodge No. 154 to elect a Senior Warden out of time,
poor health preventing the installation of the brother elected to this station.

July 11th, to Hiram Lodge No. 52 to install a Junior Warden and Sec-
retary out of time, these officers not being able to be present at the regular
installation.

July 18th, to Compass and Square Lodge No. 212 to elect and install a
Worshipful Master out of time, this being made necessary by failure of the
brother elected to accept the office, because of his physical condition.

August 7th, to Faith Lodge No. 181 to spread the ballot upon a petition
for the degrees at a special communication and in less than the regularly
prescribed time, and in the event of election to proceed with the work in
regular manner, save and except with regard to time, due notice of each
successive step to be given all members of the lodge. This dispensation was
made necessary because of the fact that the petitioner was a cadet in the
West Point Military Academy, was at home on furlough, would be unable to
again be at home in less than two years, and under the rules and regulations
of the Academy he would not be permitted to receive the degrees while there.

August 9th, to Amethyst LLodge No. 190 to install a Secretary out of
time, he having been unable to be present at the regular time of installation.

September 5th, to Sioux Lodge No. 277 to install the Senior Warden
without regard to time, he being away from home and unable to be installed
at the regular time.

October 6th, to Mount Zion Lodge No. 161 to elect and install a Treas-
urer without regard to time, the brother elected to this station not being
qualified at the time of his election.
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_ September 19th, to Jewel Lodge No. 149 to elect and install a Wor-
shipful Master out of time, the brother elected to this station for good reason
not having been installed.

November 20th, to York Lodge No. 56 to install the Junior Warden out

of time, he for good cause not having been installed during the time pre-
scribed.

December 10th, to Golden Fieece Lodge No. 205 to elect and install a
Junior Warden out of time, for good cause shown.

May 21, 1924, to Humboldt Lodge No. 40 to confer the degrees of Fel-
lowcraft Mason and Master Mason without regard to time, and to instruct
and examine for proficiency in each degree. In this case it was shown that
the brother in whose favor the dispensation was issued has been away from
home most of the time and would be required to return to his work in
Central America before the conferring of the degrees could be completed
in the usual time.

DEGREES CONFERRED BY AND FOR LODGES IN OTHER
GRAND JURISDICTIONS.

The requests made by our own lodges to have degrees conferred as a
matter of courtesy by lodges in other Grand Jurisdictions, and also the re-
quests coming from other Grand Jurisdictions for the conferring of degrees
as a matter of courtesy by our lodges, are numerous and call for the careful
attention of this Grand Lodge, as well as of each of the lodges. Masonic
lodges are courteous and use every possible endeavor to be of assistance to
each other. There is, however, a serious question as to whether or not the
privilege of having a degree conferred as a matter of courtesy by another
lodge could not frequently be avoided, and particularly in the case of one
who apparently decides at the last minute just before changing his residence
that he desires to become a member of our Fraternity, and after having
resided within the jurisdiction of the lodge sufficient time to have enabled
him to receive the degrees prior to the time he expects to be permanently
or temporarily away from the jurisdiction. A few Grand Jurisdictions have
for many years had a rule which prevents the conferring of the degree of an
Entered Apprentice Mason by one of their lodges as a matter of courtesy.

Within the past year, two Grand Jurisdictions have enacted legislation
which prohibits the conferring of the degree of an Entered Apprentice
Mason by one of their lodges unless the one to receive the degree was elected
by that lodge.

Notwithstanding the fact that Masons and Masonic lodges are always
courteous, there is good ground for taking the position that the degree of
an Entered Apprentice Mason should not be conferred in any lodge other
than the one electing the petitioner to membership, excepting only where
there are unusual conditions, and there is also good cause for the view that
the conferring of the degrees of Fellow Craft Mason and Master Mason
should be in the lodge of membership excepting under unusual circumstances.
This matter is fraternally suggested for your consideration.

REPRESENTATIVES.

Representatives of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska near other Grand Juris-
dictions have been appointed as follows:

Brother Thomas W. Charleton near the Grand Lodge of Utah, commis-
sioned June 16th, 1923.
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Brother John Herbert Harper near the Grand Lodge of Arizona, com-
missioned July 29th, 1923.

Brother Olaf A. Lucas near the Grand Lodge of Missouri, commissioned
September 25th, 1923.

Brother George J. Middleton necar the Grand Lodge of Delaware, com-
missioned September 29th, 1923.

Brother Charles M. Farrar near the Grand Lodge of Maine, commis-
sioned December 21st, 1923.

Brother George W. Williams near the Grand Lodge of South Carolina,
commissioned May 2d, 1924,

Representatives near the Grand Lodge of Nebraska have been appointed

by other Grand Jurisdictions as follows:
Alabama, O. Edwin Mickey, Osceola Lodge No. 65.
Alberta, Earl M. Bolen, Tuscan Lodge No. 130. .
Arkansas, Chester C. Wells, Nebraska Lodge No. 1.
Georgia, Frank H. Woodland, St. Johns Lodge No. 25.
Ireland, Ira C. Freet, York Lodge No. 56.
Mississippi, Lamont L. Stephens, Porter Lodge No. 106.

FUNERALS.

Being unable to attend the funeral of Past Grand Master Edwin Force
Warren, the Grand Master gave his proxy to M.".W. .Samuel P. Davidson,
Past Grand Master, who attended the funeral and conducted the ceremony,
thus redeeming a promise made by Brother Davidson to Brother Warren
many years ago.

The Grand Master attended the funeral of Past Grand Master Gibbopns
at Kearney.

The funeral of Past Grand Master Hull was conducted at his former
home town of Edgar. Being unable to attend, the Grand Master gave his
proxy to Past Grand Master Samuel P. Davidson, who attended and con-
ducted the funeral.

The funeral of Past Grand Master Morgan was held at Broken Bow,
conducted on invitation of the Worshipful Master of his lodge by the Grand
Master. R.".W. .Francis E. White, Grand Secretary, M. .W. .Robert E.
French, Grand Custodian, and many other brethren from a distance were in
attendance at the funeral.

Brother Fred Kuenneth of Hastings Lodge No. 50 had for many years
been recognized as active in Masonic work in that city and the surrounding
portion of the Grand Jurisdiction, and for a number of years had given
largely of his time and energy to the work of the De Molay. He was
claimed by death early in April, and in compliance with request the Grand
Master conducted his funeral at Hastings.

BY-LAWS.

The provision of the law under which the lodges are authorized to enact
by-laws for their own government not inconsistent with the constitution and
by-laws of this Grand Lodge, or with the fundamental principles of Free-
masonry, is frequently invoked by the lodges, and the work of examining and
approving by-laws is no small part of the work of the Grand Master. Here
again we find proof of the fact that a clear understanding of the law and a
careful compliance therewith would save much time, as well as work, for
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those charged with the responsibility in"the work of our Grand Jurisdiction.
Not in any respect in the spirit of complaint nor of fault finding, but alto-
gether with the hope that the suggestion may be of benefit to the officers of
the lodges and those of the Grand Lodge under whose jurisdiction the sub-
ject comes, the suggestion is made that before any lodge undertakes to amend
its by-laws, its officers, as well as members, should give careful considera-
tion to the law in this Grand Jurisdiction. This suggestion is offered not
only to the end that much correspondence and work might be saved in the
enactment of amendments to by-laws, but with the further thought in view
that many of our lodges carry by-law provisions where the subject matter
is already fully covered by the legislation of this Grand Lodge.

There would seem to be no good purpose in naming the lodges for which
by-laws have been approved nor the various subject matters covered by such
amendments. By-laws have been approved for eighty-one lodges, eight of
these being complete sets of by-laws and the other seventy-three being amend-
ments to certain portions, and in numerous instances amendments have been
made for the same lodge relating to different sections and different subjects.

JORDAN MEDALS.

Upon invitation, the Grand Master was pleased to present to Brother
John Hamilton, on behalf of Charity Lodge No. 53, the Jordan Medal of
that lodge.

The Gold Jordan Medal is worn by Brother James D. Edwards of
Stromsburg Lodge No. 126, and it was the pleasure of the Grand Master to
meet this brother in his home lodge and on behalf of the brethren of his lodge
to present to him, upon his birthday, a gift in token of the respect and ap-
preciation and brotherly love in which he is held. This good brother carries
with dignity the years and the honors which have come to him, and continues
active in his interest in his lodge and zeal for our Fraternity. We all unite
in the hope that he may be given many, many more years among us.

CORNER STONES.

On July 20th, the Grand Master laid the corner stone for the new
public school building at Orchard, Nebraska, this being within the jurisdic-
tion of Diamond Lodge No. 291, at Royal, and was assisted by R."."W.".
Robert R. Dickson, Deputy Grand Master, M.".W.".Harry A, Cheney, Past
Grand Master, M.".W.".Andrew H. Viele, Past Grand Master, and V.".W.".
Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain.

On July 24th, the cormer stone of the R. J. Barr Junior High School
at Grand Island, within the jurisdiction of Ashlar Lodge No. 33, was laid
by the Grand Master with the assistance of R.".W.'.John Wright, Grand
Senior Warden, V.".W.".Charles M. Shepherd, Grand Chaplain, W.".Merrill
B. Carman, Grand Orator, W.".Albert R. Davis, Grand Marshal, and W.".Ira
C. Freet, Grand Junior Deacon.

Invitation was duly accepted and all arrangements made to lay the
corner stone for the new public school building at Morse Bluffs within the
jurisdiction of North Bend Lodge No. 119, on the 25th day of September.
Finding it impossible to attend upon this occasion, the proxy of the Grand
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Master was given to V. .W.'.Charles M. Shepherd, our Grand Chaplain,
who laid the stone with the assistance of W..Merrill B. Carman, Grand
Orator, and W. .Ira C. Freet, Grand Junior Deacon.

CHANGE OF NAME.

Emil Andrew Vogeltanz, being a Master Mason in good standing in St.
Johns Lodge No. 25, by action of the federal court had his name changed to
Emil Andrews, and thereafter made application to his lodge to have his name
changed on the Masonic records. After his lodge had taken action giving
approval to and changing the name, there was submitted a certified copy of
the court decree showing the change of the name, and upon a showing of
the action of his lodge approving the change an order was entered by the
Grand Master directing the change of name on the records in the office of
the Grand Secretary and of his lodge.

PHYSICAL DEFECTS.

By enactihent of this Grand Lodge, it is provided that one cannot be
initiated who has “physical imperfections which impair his ability to support
himself and family, or by reason of which he is unable to conform to all
of our peculiar rites and ceremonies.” The year has brought a number of
requests for information as to whether certain physical defects would pre-
clude the initiation of the one desiring to become a member of our Frater-
nity. It would seem this matter has been covered so carefully by rulings
and decisions in years gone by as to make unadvisable an effort to set forth
individual cases which have been presented, nor would there be occasion for
designation as a decision any expression of views of the cases presented.

OFFICIAL VISITS.

It was the hope of the Grand Master at the beginning of the year to
visit many of the lodges in all portions of the Grand Jurisdiction, but because
of sickness in the home and because of the urgent press of many Grand Lodge
matters it became impossible to do so. However, it has been the pleasure
of the Grand Master to meet with the brethren of the following lodges:

Capitol Lodge No. 3; Plattsmouth Lodge No. 6; Tecumseh Lodge No.
17; Lincoln Lodge No. 19; Beatrice Lodge No. 26; Crete Lodge No. 37;
Hebron Lodge No. 43; Rob Morris Lodge No. 46; Hastings Lodge No. 50;
Charity Lodge No. 53; Lancaster Lodge No. 54; York Lodge No. 56; Mel-
rose Lodge No. 60; Nelson Lodge No. 77; Hubbell Lodge No. 92; Porter
Lodge No. 106; Stromsburg Lodge No. 126; Minden Lodge No. 127;
McCook Lodge No. 135; Clay Center Lodge No. 139; Jachin Lodge No. 146;
Magnolia Lodge No. 220; Silver Cord Lodge No. 224; Grace Lodge No.
226; George Washington Lodge No. 250; Liberty Lodge No. 300; Mizpah
Lodge No. 302.

The visit to Charity Lodge No. 53 at Red Cloud was occasioned by the
annual picnic of that lodge, to which surrounding lodges had been invited.
These occasions are always pleasant and are of benefit to the Craft.

The brethren of our lodges in Dixon county and the Eastern Star Chap-
ters have established the pleasant custom of an annual meeting. The meet-
ing this year was held at Emerson, and it was the pleasure of the Grand
Master to attend this meeting at the time of the visit to Magnolia Lodge No.
220. The brethren of this lodge feel a just and proper pride in the fact that
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a young man raised to manhood in their community petitioned for and re-
ceived the degrees in their lodge and thereafter, having moved to the Grand
Jurisdiction of Idaho, was honored by being elected and installed Grand
Master of that Grand Lodge, a position now held by him. The brethren of
our Grand Jurisdiction rejoice with the brethren of Magnolia Lodge because
of the honor conferred upon this brother, Grand Master Victor Peterson.

On invitation of the Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star,
the Grand Master was pleased to visit and address the annual mecting of
the Grand Chapter this year. The work of this Order continues in success,
and their interest in and support of the Children’s Home at Fremont is in
all respects worthy of commendation.

Our Grand Jurisdiction, although young in years, has reached the age
when Fiftieth Anniversaries of the establishment of lodges are not alto-
gether uncommon, and Hebron Lodge No. 43 and Hastings Lodge No. 50
observed their Fifticth Anniversaries during this Masonic year, the visits of
the Grand Master to these lodges being because of these pleasant occasions.
With the passing of time comes a realization of opportunity and responsi-
bility, and the good brethren of these lodges are resolved to demonstrate the
accomplishment of the things that are right.

The uniform courtesy of the brethren in all lodges visited has been
deeply appreciated. The reception of the Grand Master is never considered
personal in any respect either by the lodge or by him who by the will of his
brethren temporarily occupies that high and exalted station, but the brethren
of the Craft are always pleased when the Grand Master finds it possible to
be in their home lodge.

This is one of the most important duties of the Grand Master, for it is
impossible for anyone occupying this station to visit all of the lodges during
his term of office, and there are lodges in the Grand Jurisdiction which have
not had the privilege of a visit from a Grand Master in many years. These
visits give opportunity for the brethren and the officers of the Grand Lodge
to be drawn nearer together, and to obtain that personal contact which is
5o beneficial to a correct understanding and appreciation of all great and
important works. If some method could be devised under which the Grand
Master might visit more of the lodges during his term of office, it would be
of undoubted benefit.

GENERAL.

Under the heading of “General” will be included some of the more im-
portant matters which have been presented for consideration and suggestion,
but because of coming more properly under the general classification of in-
terpretations of the law will not be included in the decisions:

(1) (a) An unaffiliated brother presented a demit to Mount Zion
Lodge No. 161, and attempt was made to admit him to membership without
petition for affiliation and without reference, ballot being had only upon the
demit. It was held that the law not having been complied with on material
points, the brother was not a member of Mount Zion Lodge. He later peti-
tioned for affiliation in proper manner and was elected to membership.
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(b) Before being duly elected to membership, this brother was elected
Treasurer of the lodge. This was held illegal, and that a Treasurer should
be duly elected.

(2) (a) Various requests have been received as to proper use of the
questionnaire, and in response to different inquiries rulings have been made
covering the following: Questionnaire to be presented to petitioner after
receiving and referring of petition; to be filled out and returned as soon as
possible and to go to investigating committee for their information and use;
to be presented to lodge with the petition for final action and lodge to have
benefit of the questionnaire before ballot.

(b) The question being propounded by a lodge as to what course to
follow where a petitioner declines to submit the questionnaire, it was sug-
gested that the disposition of the petition was to be determined by the lodge,
but prudence, as well as a spirit of complying with proper Masonic require-
ments, would dictate that no one should be elected to receive the degrees
who for any reason declined to properly return the questionnaire.

(3) Inquiry was received from Lancaster Lodge No. 54, and also from
other lodges, as to method to be pursued for the withdrawal of a petition
under authority of Section 108 of the law as amended in 1923, and the fol-
lowing ruling was made :

(a) Petitioner to submit written request for withdrawal of petition
stating lack of jurisdiction or physical defect relied upon.

(b) Request to be presented in open lodge and upon favorable action
by lodge proper record thereof to be made showing cause for withdrawal.

(c¢) Upon withdrawal, petition to have endorsed upon it material facts
fh(?wing the withdrawal and thereafter to remain a part of the files of the
odge.

(d) Upon withdrawal, the lodge to take no further action upon petition.

(e) Upon failure to make proper showing to authorize withdrawal of
petition, the petition to be proceeded with in regular manner either to re-
jection by ballot or by objection.

(4) Lancaster Lodge No. 54 presented the case of a petitioner rejected

by their lodge who, after six months, again petitioned and was elected to
receive the degrees, but objection filed before degree of an Entered Appren-
tice Mason conferred. Thereafter the petitioner changed his place of resi-
dence and had resided for more than twelve months continuously within the
territorial jurisdiction of another lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction. The
objection being removed and the petitioner desiring to receive the degrees,
the lodge desired to know whether or not his petition should be presented
to Lancaster Lodge or the lodge within whose territorial jurisdiction he now
resides. Ruling was made that under the provisions of Section 108 of the
law, and that portion of Section 123 which provides that in case of objec-
tion the lodge holds jurisdiction over the candidate the same as though he
had been rejected by ballot, the petition should be presented to Lancaster
Lodge unless a regular waiver was granted by that lodge.

(5) In answer to an inquiry from Bloomfield Lodge No. 218, it was
ruled that the amendment of 1923 to Subdivision o of Section 148 of the law
was applicable to those who had become Master Masons before the time of
the amendment, in like manner as those who should thereafter receive the
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degree of a Master Mason, and that it was the intent of the amendment that
the attendance might be either at regular or special meetings of the lodge.

(6) Replying to inquiry from Liberty Lodge No. 300, it was ruled that
the office of trustee in a lodge not being provided for in the law in this
Grand Jurisdiction, and there being no requirement for his installation as
an officer of the lodge, there would be nothing to prevent a trustee, in a
lodge having trustees, from resigning from the office nor from demitting
from the lodge.

(a) Inquiry was made on behalf of Beatrice Lodge No. 26 as to
whether or not a brother could serve the lodge as trustee at the same time
he held a Warden's station. Answer was returned that the office of trustee
is created only at the will of the lodge by the enactment of proper by-law
therefor, and unless the by-laws of a lodge provide that a brother cannot be
a trustee and at the same time hold an official station in the lodge, there
would be no reason why he could not serve as an officer in the lodge and as
a trustee at the same time.

(7) Upon inquiry made by a lodge through the Grand Secretary, the
following ruling was made:

(a) A petition for affiliation cannot be received and referred at a
spectal communication of a lodge, and

(b) A demitted brother petitioning for affiliation on a demit more than
one year old at the time of the receiving and referring of the petition, and
being thercafter rejected in the lodge petitioned, will be required upon future
election to pay the affiliation fee provided for in Section 81 of the law, even
though he renew his application for affiliation as often as once in each six
months after his original petition for affiliation.

(8) Upon another inquiry through the office of the Grand Secretary,
it was ruled that an unaffiliated brother whose petition for affiliation was
received and referred in less than one year after the issuance of the demit,
and who upon petition was rejected, and who thereafter had petitioned as
often as once in each six months, upon election would not be required to pay
the affiliation fee provided for in Section 81 of the law.

(9) In response to inquiry from Minnekadusa Lodge No. 192, it was
held that under the provisions of Section 88 of the law, the lodge could not
make appropriation from its funds for a donation to church activities.

(10) Inquiry has come from a number of lodges as to whether or not
charges should be preferred in the lodge against a brother while a criminal
case against him was pending in the state courts, and in these instances
answer has been returned that a Masonic trial is independent of the trial in
the state courts, and that a conviction in a state court would not of necessity
compel a conviction in the lodge, the proper certifying of the conviction in
the state court being received in the lodge as prima facie evidence under our
law; that an acquittal in the state court would not necessitate an acquittal
in the lodge, but the action of the lodge should be dependent upon the ques-
tion of guilt or innocence as determined by the lodge; that the question as
to whether charges should be preferred in the lodge before final disposition
of case in the state courts was to be determined by the sound discretion of
the Master, and in a large measure would be dependent upon whether or not
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sufficient evidence could be obtamed in the lodge trial to sustain a conviction
therein. -

(11) In response to inquiry from Lone Tree Lodge No. 36, suggestion
was made that Masonry requires of its votaries a belief in the existence of
God, but beyond this the matter of religious belief or church membership
is a matter to be determined by each brother for himself, and it would
necessarily follow there could be no action of the lodge under which a
brother could be compelled to attend a church service upon an invitation
for the brethren to attend in a body. Also Section 129 of the law providing
no meeting of the lodge shall be held on Sunday except to conduct a funeral,
a lodge could not be opened for the purpose of attending a church service
and the apron of a Mason should only be used when a lodge is regularly
opened. This ruling might perhaps be challenged by reason of the provisions
of Section 75 of the law, and there should be action of this Grand Lodge
harmonizing the provisions of these two sections. A similar question was
presented by Fairmont Lodge No. 48 and a like ruling made.

(12) The Worshipful Master of Euclid Lodge No. 97 submitted the
question as to whether or not the Master has the right to have stricken from
the minutes of the last meeting a motion made and carried which was in viola-
tion of the law, he having been absent from the meeting at which action was
taken thereon. The motion was to “meet at the lodge room on Sunday and
open lodge for the purpose of attending church in a body clothed as Masons.”
The object of the motion being in violation of Section 129 of the law, answer
was given that the Master has the right to direct the expunging of the
record.

(13) The Worshipful Master of Mosaic Lodge No. 55 called attention
to and asked for suggestion regarding a meeting of their lodge held on a
regular meeting night of their lodge which was opened and presided over
by a Past Master, neither the Worshipful Master, the Senior Warden or
Junior Warden being present, and ruling was made that under the provisions
of Section 51 of the law such a meeting was illegal. It was ordered that the
records thereof be expunged and that all matters attempted to be acted upon
at this illegal meeting should be presented at the next regular communication
of the lodge for consideration and action. Later it was reported that this
order had in all respects been complied with.

(14) Question has been submitted by the Grand Secretary in a few in-
stances as to whether or not the rolls should be made to show the suspen-
sion for non-payment of dues of brethren where the lodge had voted for
suspension but the necessary preliminary requirements of the law had not
been met, and in each instance it was held that the lodge must comply with
the requirements of the law before a brother could be suspended for non-
payment of dues.

(15) Attention was called to an advertisement distributed by a brother
holding his membership in another Grand Jurisdiction, but residing within
our Grand Jurisdiction. This advertising so closely approached a violation
of Subdivision f of Section 148 of the law as to call for investigation. This
matter being brought to the attention oi the brother, he immediately said he
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had no intention of violating the law, and that all advertisements remaining
in his possession would be destroyed. Under these circumstances, it was not
thought advisable to call the matter to the attention of his lodge, through
the Grand Master of that Grand Jurisdiction. This is a very important mat-
ter and our Grand Lodge should sound no uncertain note on the enforcement
of this portion of our law.

(16) The following query was presented on behalf of Grafton Lodge
No. 172: Prior to January 1, 1924, a brother had paid his dues for this year,
but after the payment and prior to January 1ist, the lodge by proper action
had increased the amount of dues. Could the brother be required to make
payment of the difference between the amount paid and the amount provided
for in the by-laws? Answer was returned setting forth that dues are
charged on the first day of January each year, and each brother is indebted
to the lodge on that date for the amount of dues named in the by-law then
in force, and a receipt given prior to that time will not relieve a brother
from the payment of the increased amount, and if payment was not made
voluntarily the brother would be in the same situation as any other brother
who declines or fails to pay his dues and could be proceeded against in
regular manner and with like effect.

DECISIONS.

Decisions have been made as follows:

(1) Inquiry was made by Platte Valley Lodge No. 32 as to whether
or not non-Masons could act as pallbearers at a Masonic funeral, and whether
or not it would be proper for the pallbearers not to be clothed as Masons.
The brethren were advised that in a Masonic funeral it is not lawful for a
profane to act as pallbearer, and the pallbearers should be clothed as Masons.
(Large Monitor, Rule 4, page 147; Rule 10, page 148; Rule 14, page 149.)

(2) Inquiry was made by Kimball Lodge No. 294 as to whether or not
at a Masonic funeral there is objection to placing another lodge or organiza-
tion between the hearse and the Masonic lodge, to which answer was returned
that this could not lawfully be done. (Large Monitor, Rule 10, page 148;
Order of March, page 150.)

* (3) In response to inquiry from Mosaic Lodge No. 55, it was held:
An unaffiliated brother who petitions for affiliation as often as once in each
six months is entitled to be instructed and examined in any lodge as to his
proficiency in the degree of a Master Mason, and upon being found proficient
this fact should be certified to the lodge in which the unaffiliated brother
received the degree of a Master Mason, if examined in another lodge, and
upon his election to membership in a lodge the examination shall in like
manner, upon request, be certified to the lodge electing him to membership.

(4) In response to inquiry from Stromsburg Lodge No. 126, it was
held: A brother asking a demit at a time when his lodge will be liable for
payment to the Grand lLodge of dues upon his membership shall pay to his
lodge the amount of dues owing by his lodge to the Grand Lodge on his
membership and in addition thereto, as provided by Section 80 of the law,
the proportion of dues for the benefit of his lodge from the end of the
month in which the demit is issued.

(5) In response to inquiry from Mount Zion Lodge No. 161, it was
held :
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(a) Where a brother elected Treasurer of a lodge is not installed, the
previously elected Treasurer cannot hold over by virtue of his election and
installation the previous year, and the office should be filled by election and
installation.

(b) That authority to elect and install a Treasurer without regard to
time could be included in one dispensation and covered by one fee.

(6) In response to inquiry from Temple Lodge No. 175, it was held
where a special assessment has been levied by a lodge upon its membership,
a brother is not clear on the books who has not paid this special assessment,
and a demit cannot be lawi{ully issued to him until this special assessment has
been paid.

(7) In response to inquiry by Mosaic Lodge No. 535, ruling was made:
A lodge may hold a meeting on St. Johns Day to which the Order of the
Eastern Star and members of the Masonic and Eastern Star families may
be admitted in like manner as they are admitted to a public installation of
the officers of the lodge.

(8) In response to inquiry by Canopy Lodge No. 209, it was held: All
dues and special assessments levied by a lodge must be uniform upon the
membership, and one amount cannot be levied upon resident members and a
different amount upon non-resident members.

(9) In response to inquiry from Hebron Lodge No. 43 as to whether
a person with Indian blood in his veins could become a Mason, it was held
that blood lines are not recognized under the law in this Grand Jurisdiction,
and consequently the fact that a petitioner carries Indian blood in his veins
would not of itself bar him from the right of petition and being a Mason,
if he was duly elected and admitted to membership.

(10) The following situation arose in Jewel Lodge No. 149: The
newly elected Master did not accept the office and was not installed. Other
officers of the lodge were installed, and it was thought the present Master
would hold over throughout the ensuing Masonic year. It was held:

(a) That the lodge should proceed under dispensation to elect and
install a Master for the ensuing year.

(b) That the installation of the Senior Warden for the ensuing Ma-
sonic year divested the Master installed for the previous year of any right
to act as Master during the ensuing Masonic year.

(11) Inquiry has been made from Ashlar Lodge No. 33 as to whether
or not more than one ballot box can be used in balloting upon a petition for
the degrees or for membership by affiliation, and it was held the ballot can-
not be divided and but one ballot box can be used in voting on a petition.

(12) The Worshipful Master of Unity Lodge No. 163 declined to
authorize the examination for the purpose of visitation in his lodge of one
claiming to be a Master Mason in good standing in this Grand Jurisdiction,
but who declined to submit receipt or other documentary evidence showing
him to be such. Upon reference to the Grand Master, the Worshipful Master
was sustained in his position.

(13) In response to inquiry by the Worshipful Master of Hastings
Lodge No. 50, it was held:
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(a) In a Masonic trial one who is not a Master Mason in good stand-
ing cannot appear as attorney before a commission appointed for the pur-
pose of taking testimony, in like manner as he could not appear in the trial
i the lodge.

(b) The stenographer taking the testimony before a commission should
be a Master Mason in good standing.

(¢) An affidavit, if objected to, cannot be used as evidence in a Masonic
trial.

(14) A man having a lawful Masonic residence within the territorial
jurisdiction of Melrose Lodge No. 60 and with right of petition to this lodge,
petitioned Harlan Lodge No. 116 for the three degrees, petition received and
favorably proceeded with until the petitioner had been passed to the degree
of a Fellow Craft Mason, when attention was directed by a member of
Harlan Lodge to the fact that the petitioner did not have a Masonic residence
within the jurisdiction of that lodge. The matter being presented for advice
as to procedure, it was held:

(1)
(a) Harlan Lodge was without authority to receive and ballot upon the
petition, and was without authority to proceed further therewith.

(b) The conferring of the degrees was not void but irregular.

(c) All fees collected, less the amount to be remitted to the Grand
Lodge, to he remitted to Melrose Lodge as provided by law.

(d) All proceedings of Harlan Lodge relating to the petition to be
immediately certified to Melrose Lodge.

(2) If the petitioner desires advancement, he must petition Melrose
Lodge No. 60 setting forth the facts of his petition to Harlan Lodge and
the action thereon, and upon favorable action upon his petition in Melrose
Lodge, the irregularity in the conferring of the degrees by Harlan Lodge
to be healed and the work thereafter to proceed in Melrose Lodge in regular
manner.

A situation was presented between Solar Lodge No. 134 and Silver
Lodge No. 266 in which the facts were identical with those between Harlan
Lodge and Melrose Lodge, excepting that the petitioner had only been ad-
vanced to the degree of an Entered Apprentice Mason. Ruling was made in
harmony with that between Harlan and Melrose Lodges, the petition having
heen unlawfully received by Solar Lodge from one living within the juris-
diction of Silver Lodge.

(15) The following facts were submitted: A man who up to the time
of removal held residence giving him right of petition to Mosaic Lodge No.
55, at Norfolk, voted at Norfolk at an election in the spring of 1922. There-
after, on or about the 19th of May, 1922, he moved with his family to
Humphrey, Nebraska, and voted at Humphrey at the general election held
in the fall of 1922 and continued to reside in Humphrey, this being within
the territorial jurisdiction of Globe Lodge No. 113 at Madison. Thereafter,
on or about December 5th, 1922, he petitioned Mosaic Lodge No. 55 for the
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three degrees. The petition was received and referred and proceeded with
favorably until the degree of an Entered Apprentice Mason had been con-
ferred. It was held:

(1)
(a) Mosaic Lodge was without authority to receive and proceed with
the petition, and was without authority to proceed further.

(b) The conferring of the degree of an Entered Apprentice Mason was
not void, but irregular.

(c) The petitioner was without right to petition any lodge until he had
cstablished a Masonic residence by residing within the territorial jurisdiction
not less than twelve months continuously prior to petition, as provided by law.

(d) Mosaic Lodge to remit to Grand Lodge the fee collected from peti-
tioner for the degree of an Entered Apprentice Mason, to be divided so that
the amount over and above that regularly remitted for the degree of an
Entered Apprentice Mason shall be placed in the Building and Improvement
Fund.

(2)

(a) The petitioner, after establishing a residence giving him right of
petition to a lodge and desiring to advance, should petition the lodge within
whose jurisdiction he resides setting forth the facts of previous petition and
action thereon.

(b) If elected, the conferring of the degree in Mosaic Lodge to be
healed, and the work thereafter to proceed in regular manner.

(c) Mosaic Lodge, upon his election, to certify to the lodge electing
him all of its proceedings.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

The following matters are suggested for action by this Grand Lodge at
its present annual communication.

(1) That proper action be taken for the amendment of Section 1 of
Article XTI of the Constitution so as to provide that in the event of the death
of the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, or the officer in proper line
of succession, shall succeed to the office of Grand Master and be immediately
installed into office.

(2) The advisability of Worshipful Masters-elect receiving the degree
of Past Master under the direction of the Grand Custodian on the evening
preceding the annual communication of the Grand Lodge does not seem to
be open to question. There are, however, some brethren each year who for
one reason and another do not attend the annual communication of the Grand
Lodge, and receive the degree of Past Master from other brethren. It would
seem this degree should not be conferred by anyone who is not thoroughly
capable of conferring it, and recommendation is hereby made for legislation
which will require the degree of Past Master to be conferred upon Wor-
shipful Masters-elect under the direction and control of the Grand Cus-
todian.
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(3) The amendment of Section 78 of the law so as to provide for the
approval by the Grand Master of proposed amendments to by-laws of lodges,
with right of appeal to the Grand Lodge, and further to provide for the
forwarding of the proposed amendments to the Grand Master rather than to
the Grand Secretary as now provided.

(4) An amendment to Chapter 29 of the law to fix a time limit within
which an expelled Mason cannot be restored to membership excepting upon
a clear showing of his innocence of the charge upon which he was expelled.
Further to provide that restoration can be made within five years from time
of expulsion only by a unanimous vote of the Grand Lodge, except upon
a clear showing of innocence. Also to eliminate from Section 209 of said
chapter that portion indicating that an expelled Mason might attend a regular
meeting of the lodge, as being inconsistent with the penalty of expulsion,
and further to provide for the giving of written notice to members of a lodge
of the pendency of an application for restoration after expulsion.

(5) Enactment of a law declaring it unlawful to discuss in lodge a
petition for the degrees or for affiliation either before or after ballot.

(6) The codification of approved Decision No. 2 shown on page 283 of
the proceedings of 1923, relating to the advancement of a Fellow Craft Mason
after a period of five years after receiving the degree.

(7) To amend Section 138 of the law so as to provide that demit shall
not be issued until there has been filed with the lodge a certificate from
another lodge showing the brother to have been elected to membership there-
in, and providing for the issuance by a lodge of a certificate to a brother
seeking to affiliate with another lodge, showing him to be in good standing.

(8) To incorporate into the law provision relating to the questionnaire
and to provide that the ballot shall not be spread on any petition until the
questionnaire has been returned duly filled out and for the benefit of the
committee, and the lodge. To further provide that on failure of petitioner
to return questionnaire within a designated time, the petitioner should be
declared rejected without ballot as in case of the filing of an objection.

(9) The completion to date of the printing of the proceedings of this
Grand Lodge in the permanent bound volumes.

(10) Adoption of a new form of application for reinstatement after
suspension for more than three years for non-payment of dues, application
to provide for a financial statement to be signed by the applicant.

(11) Adoption of legislation harmonizing Section 75 and Section 129
of the law.

(12) Amend Section 103 of the law relating to concurrent jurisdiction
so as to provide that a lodge in another Grand Jurisdiction receiving a peti-
tion from a citizen in this Grand Jurisdiction shall immediately notify our
lodge of the receipt of the petition and take no further action for thirty
days after such notification, and if the petitioner has been rejected by a
Nebraska lodge no further proceedings may be had by the other lodge with-
out the consent, lawfully given, of the Nebraska lodge holding jurisdiction.
A Nebraska lodge receiving a like petition from a resident of another Grand
Jurisdiction to proceed in like manner.
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(13) To provide that in case one lodge invades the jurisdiction of an-
other or receives and ballots upon the petition of one not having a lawful
Masonic residence, it shall not only pay to the injured lodge all of the fees
excepting that part due the Grand Lodge as now provided by law, but it
shall also pay to the Grand Lodge as penalty double the amount of fees col-
lected, and in addition thereto at the option of the Grand Master to suffer
the arrest of its charter.

(14) By reason of legislation from year to year, numerous incon-
sistencies are found in the printed law in this Grand Jurisdiction, and it is
recommended that the incoming Grand Master be directed to appoint a com-
mission of five to make study of the law and to propose amendments to the
law, and to report at the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge,
appropriation of a reasonable amount to be made for stenographic work and
necessary expenses.

HOME FOLKS.

Early in this Masonic year the brethren of Minden Lodge No. 127, with
the valuable assistance of the members of the home Chapter Order of the
Eastern Star, tendered a reception to the Grand Master. This highly appre-
ciated and pleasant occasion was increased in its joy and in its benefits by
the attendance of our Grand Senior Warden, R.".W.".John Wright, our
Grand Chaplain, V.".W.".Charles M. Shepherd, our Grand Orator W.".
Merrill B. Carman, and Worshipful Brothers Orville A. Andrews and
Francis A. Robey, Assistant Custodians. The spirit of home folks as mant-
fested upon this and numerous occasions, and in so many substantial ways,
is appreciated beyond the power of words to express, and as the duties of
the office of Grand Master pass to another in all respects worthy to assume
them, the one who is retiring feels a profound sense of satisfaction in know-
ing that the opportunity for service will in so many ways ever remain open,
and that he may again find it possible to be in attendance at the meetings of
his home lodge, and to render such assistance in the work as may be possible.

Wherever duty or opportunity of service may bid and lead one, whether
it be far or near, there is always the thought of home and of home folks,
and there is a peculiar and helpful feeling brought into the life of each of
us by a realization that the folks at home are interested and watching and
ready to render any possible assistance, and it is my desire to communicate
to the brethren of the Craft my deep appreciation of home folks.

The home has been exalted through the teachings and precepts of our
Craft and its place is made more important as civilization advances, and the
advancement of civilization is in a large way dependent upon the home.
Around it are clustered the fondest memories of life; in it are advanced
the highest ideals and the things most worth while. As we build in the
homes of our families, so should we build in our community homes, those
things which are helpful, uplifting, and beneficial. That which strikes at
the home of the family strikes at organized society, and that which en-
dangers the community home life, and spirit, in like measure strikes at those
things which are fundamental and should under every condition be protected
and safeguarded.
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TOGETHER, BRETHREN, FORWARD!

And now, my brethren, effort has been made to present to you in this
address the official acts of the Grand Master during the year. The very
nature of the duties of Grand Master and the multitude of matters coming
before him for attention make impossible the recitation of all things which
have claimed attention and have been acted upon, but it is believed that those
of most importance have been presented to you. Another year of work in this
Grand Jurisdiction has been completed. We stand at the threshold of a new
year with enlarged opportunities and responsibilities. Our great institution
of Freemasonry has come down to us through the generations as a rich
heritage left by those who have builded well, realizing their responsibility
and purpose to make the world better. It is for those of us who are in the
activities of today to build well that the rich inheritance which we have
received may be transmitted on to the generations of the future, stronger
and better than it has come to us. There are times of disappointment and
even of sorrow, but these things should not, and I am sure do not, cause us
to lose heart. We are reminded sometimes that “there are indications of a
sky not so clear and waters not so placid for the future.” But the future
will in large measure be what we of today make it, by reason of the founda-
tion we lay, and we are reminded that there is

No year of only sunshine,

No year of naught but dew,
For in life’s course of splendor
With all that’s grand and true,

There comes the day of sorrow
* With its night of thunderstorm.

But through it all in goodness
God guides our feet aright,
And brings the bright tomorrow
With life of worth and light,
And beckons further onward

In the serving of mankind.

It is seldom that there is a day so clear, nor a sky so blue, but that there
is either near or far on the horizon a storm cloud or at least a small thunder-
hcad. The affairs of men are always more or less disturbed. Men in their
humanity do not always see things alike, but Masonry presents a living op-
portunity for a living service by all of its votaries to all mankind. The
strength of our organization is dependent upon the average strength of its
membership, and there comes to you and to me and to all of us the appor-
tunity of individual service and individual responsibilities. It is not enough
that we realize the responsibility of the great institution of Freemasonry and
of the other brother; it is not sufficient that we know our own duty ; but it
is for each of us individually to know our duty, to appreciate our responsi-
bilities, to be true to the trust imposed upon us by our great Fraternity, and
to the best of our ability help all others to do likewise. And if we as in-
dividuals, and through our lodges, are faithful in the discharge of duty there
can be no question as to the success of the future and the progress that will
be made.

Our Craft in this Grand Jurisdiction during the past year has made
substantial progress and the future bids fair for greater success. Qur strength
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is truly counted not so much in numbers as in quality, and the fixed purpose
of our brethren to discharge faithfully their responsibilities. The brethren
in this Grand Jurisdiction are awake to the opportunity for service and the
responsibilities placed upon them by reason of their voluntary membership
in this great institution of Freemasonry. Let us continue our efforts at
advancement. Let us know of the antiquity, the history, the strength of our
Craft. Let us realize that it is not primarily a social organization, nor an
association of light purposes and trifling moment. Let us realize that it is
a great institution which has come down to us out of the centuries after
faithful service, and realizing this, knowing not only our limitations but our
opportunities, we will press on and ever onward to the practical realization
of the true principles upon which our institution is founded.

We are taught to be true to our government. As citizens of this nation,
we are blessed beyond measure. We proudly yield it allegiance of love and
activity. Let us never lose confidence in any respect in our government. Let

“us remember that if men through weakness have betrayed their trust it was

the weakness of the individual and not of the government. Let us remember
that to err is a weakness of mankind, and guilt is personal, and the strong
arm of our government will bring to the bar of justice and to punishment
the guilty, and that it should and does protect the innocent. Let us continue
in true recognition of constituted authority, and in support of law and order.
Let us remember that the rights of freemen are protected by the justice of
freemen by themselves administered, and that ultimately right will prevail,
and justice will always triumph. Let us ever press forward with confidence
in our fellowmen and with true reliance upon the Supreme Architect of the
Universe, and let us recall the words of the Psalmist wherein he said:

“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling-place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God.”

And let us join with him in the supplication to God to

“So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto
wisdom.”

Permit me at this time to again express appreciation of the honors you
have so generously bestowed and the confidence you have reposed in me, to
assure you that this is appreciated far more than language can express and
that there is the earnest desire to serve faithfully in the future shoulder to
shoulder with each and all of you. And as the gavel of authority and re-
sponsibility which you placed in my hand one year ago is soon to be passed
to the hand of another, worthy in all respects to receive it, let me not only
bid you welcome to this annual communication of our Grand Lodge but again
express the appreciation of the generous kindness and hearty co-operation
extended by each and all of the brethren and the lodges in the Grand Juris-
diction, and also express the hope that this meeting will in all respects be
pleasant and with great profit to the Craft.

Fraternally submitted,
CHARLES A. CHAPPELL,
Grand Master.
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The address of the Grand Master, together with the fol-
lowing reports of the Grand Secretary, the Grand Custodian,
the Trustees of the Nebraska Masonic Home in charge of the
Orphans Educational Fund, and the Certified Public Account-

ant, were referred to the Committee on Doings of Grand
Officers:

REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY.

To the Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Free
and Accepted Masons of Nebraska:

I submit herewith my report for the year ending June 2d, 1924.

COLLECTION OF ANCIENT WEAPONS.

The John J. Monell collection and the George W. Lininger collection
have been partly catalogued. The work is being done by Professor Edwin
H. Barbour, Ph. D., University of Nebraska, and assistants from his office,
with our Grand Chaplain, Charles M. Shepherd, rendering valuable assist-
ance in describing the several articles in both collections. The work of
cataloguing will add greatly to the value of the collection. The thanks of
the Grand Lodge are due and should be tendered to all who have aided in
the work.

JOHN J. MONELL LIBRARY.

The work of cataloguing the John J. Monell library has been nearly
completed. A cabinet and cards were purchased and the work done without
mterfering with the general office work.

BINDING PROCEEDINGS OF OTHER GRAND LODGES.

One hundred and sixty-two volumes of the proceedings of other Grand
Lodges have been bound and are now in the Grand Lodge library. We now
have in the library 1,116 bound volumes of the proceedings of other Grand
Lodges, all in the same style of binding. The 162 volumes bound in the past
years were the accumulation of several years and consisted of all we had
on hand that were complete issues. We have the entire proceedings of some
Grand Lodges, but our list is not complete as some year’s proceedings are
missing.

GRIEVANCES.

All papers relating to grievances that reached the office, except those
sent to the Grand Master, were forwarded to the chairman of the Com-
mittee on Grievances.

MONITOR AND CEREMONIES.

Bids for printing and binding our small monitors have been submitted
to the Committee on Finance, from which to select the best and cheapest
bid, and to determine whether the edition should consist of 3,000 or 5,000
copies. The new edition will be the seventh. The previous six editions con-
sisted of a total of 16,000 copies.
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GRAND LODGE GENERAL FUND.
Cash Debit.

Amount on hand June 5th, 1923...... .. ... ... ... ......... $ 83,215.49
Dues on 38,642 members, less 47 exemptions, 7 members of lodges,

U.".D."., net number collected on, 38,588 at $2.50 each...... .. 96,470.00
Fees on 1,775 members initiated at $5.00 each, including 6 previous-

ly omitted . L 2 e e g R A L A 8,880.00
Penalties assessed in 1923. ... ... ... .. ... ... 30.08
Fees on 1,769 initiated, at $10.00 each. . .. . . ....... . . .. ..... 17,690.00
Fees on 91 affiliations, at $10.00 each ... ... ... ... ... . ... .... 910.00
S1PPHESNS O RO R0 ores R S S D U U 2,637.78
Supplies sold to Grand Chapter, R.;C.AC M. .. ... ... . ... 11.20
To correct error in pay-roll, 1920 ... ... ...... ................ 12.05
Amount returned from pay-roll, 1923 ... ... ... ... ... .......... 25.72
1SS O T o i Ly by T S 1,029.72
Charter fee, Craftsmen Lodge No. 314...................... ... 75.00
Duplicate charter for three lodges............................. 58.50
Sivieebil @STIENEEMOIE oo oot o a0 o0 hos Sh6 a0 b6 H 0000 160.00
Interest on Government bonds........... ... .................. 425.00
Certificate of deposit collected, War Relief Fund.. ............ 2,500.00
Interest on above certificate of depoesit, War Relief Fund...... .. 48.60
Victory bonds cailed in, War Relief Fund. ... ...... ... ... ... . 25,588.15
Profit on Victory bonds called in, War Reltef Fund. ........... 1,111.85
Interest on Victory bonds called in, War Relief Fund.. . .. .... 543.55
Interest on Government bonds, War Relief Fund........ . ... .. 1,262.25
Interest on Government bonds, Building and Improvement Fund. .  1,700.00

Overcharge on account interest Government bonds, Building and
i prOVEnTCH tAEITIc S NI DU, 1.74

$244,386.68

GRAND LODGE GENERAL FUND.
Cash Credit.

Pay-roll, 0923 .. " oa cxo o S AN | R PR SN e el B $ 4,896.96
Engraving portrait Edward M. Wellman. ................. ... .. 105.45
Premium, Grand Secretary’s bond . ... ... ... . ............... 15.00
Premium, Deputy Grand Secretary’s bond . ..................... 15.00
Flowers, memorial service ........0. ... . . . . . . i, 25.00
Flowers, funeral Past Grand Master Warren. .. ................ 10.00
Stenographer, Grand Lodge session, 1923 . ... .........c.ccoou.... 10.00
Grand Tyler, Grand Lodge, 1923 ... ... .. ... ... ... iuiriiinian... 15.00
@noaniSM G randPIEad e g2 3 M I R 10.00
(@h1]drenSHEIOME S I ErEIN oI TS S Sy S 8,500.00
Committee on Foreign Correspondence .. ...................... 200.00

- Committee on Relief and Care of Orphans, 10% fees and dues,
IOPES ats o TR R B o £ 1) o el T e e n mdia o i b 6o 6,680.